
How These Studies Were Created
A note on our use of artificial intelligence  ·  CatholicArmory.com

Every study in this series began the old-fashioned way: with Scripture open, a question
worth asking, and a desire to hear how the Church has answered it. What is new is the
set of tools we used to listen.

The Catholic Church carries two thousand years of reflection on the Word of God. The
Fathers of the Church, the great Doctors, the ecumenical councils, the Catechism, and
the theologians of our own day form a library so vast that no one person could read it all
in a lifetime. In preparing these studies, we used artificial intelligence as a research
assistant to search that library: to surface what St. Augustine or St. John Chrysostom
actually said about a passage, to locate the relevant paragraphs of the Catechism of the
Catholic Church, and to trace how a doctrine developed from the apostolic age to the
present. The AI did not write our theology. It helped us find the Church's.

Because these tools are powerful but imperfect, we placed strict guardrails around their
use. Every patristic quotation and Catechism reference was required to be verified
against its source, never invented or embellished. Where the Church has defined a
matter, we state it plainly. Where she has not, we say so honestly and refuse to speak
with more certainty than she does. Our standard throughout has been complete fidelity
to Catholic doctrine as taught by the Magisterium, and nothing was permitted into these
pages that could not stand under that light.

We also refused to trust any single tool. Each session was cross-examined by multiple
independent AI systems, each tasked with hunting for error: doctrinal imprecision or
heresy, overstated claims, misattributed quotations, and the fabrications (often called
hallucinations) to which these systems are prone. Where the reviewers disagreed, a
human being went back to the sources and settled the question.

Finally, and most importantly, these studies were tested on people, not just machines. A
group of trusted reviewers, faithful Catholics whose judgment we rely on, worked
through the material session by session in trial runs, flagging anything unclear,
unbalanced, or unfaithful before the studies reached their final form.

We offer this work in a spirit of service to the Church, and we submit it gladly to her
judgment. If any error remains despite these efforts, the fault is ours alone. Our hope is
simple: that these pages help you encounter the living Word of God, in the company of
the saints who have loved Him for twenty centuries.





A  LIVING  HOPE
A Catholic Journey Through the Letters of Saint Peter

Complete Leader's Guide

Inductive Edition  •  Twelve Sessions for Young Adults

First Peter: Hope for Exiles  (Sessions 1-8)

Second Peter: The Apostle's Testament  (Sessions 9-12)

1

CatholicArmory.com

Connection · Discovery · Commission



Table of Contents

Leader Note

Page numbers refer to this complete merged edition. Each session is also provided as a standalone Word 

document and PDF with its own internal numbering.

Front Matter

Using This Guide...............................................................................................................................................................3

First Peter: Hope for Exiles

1   Born Anew to a Living Hope   1 Peter 1:1-12........................................................................................................6

2   Be Holy: Ransomed and Reborn   1 Peter 1:13-25...........................................................................................19

3   Living Stones, Royal Priesthood   1 Peter 2:1-10.............................................................................................30

4   Aliens on Mission: The Suffering Servant   1 Peter 2:11-25.......................................................................41

5   The Hidden Heart of the Household   1 Peter 3:1-12....................................................................................52

6   Always Be Prepared   1 Peter 3:13-22...................................................................................................................63

7   The Fiery Ordeal   1 Peter 4:1-19.............................................................................................................................74

8   Shepherd the Flock   1 Peter 5:1-14.......................................................................................................................85

Second Peter: The Apostle's Testament

9   Partakers of the Divine Nature   2 Peter 1:1-11...............................................................................................96

10   Eyewitnesses of His Majesty   2 Peter 1:12-21..............................................................................................107

11   False Teachers and the Way of Truth   2 Peter 2:1-22..............................................................................118

12   The Day of the Lord   2 Peter 3:1-18...................................................................................................................130

2



Using This Guide

Read this before leading Session One

What This Study Is

A Living Hope is a twelve-session inductive journey through both letters of St. Peter, built for young 

contains, in order: a Leader Preparation Guide (for your eyes only), the Discussion Guide you will lead 

from, and a Leader Reference Card listing every passage the session touches. All Scripture is quoted from 

the Revised Standard Version, Second Catholic Edition (RSV2CE); participants should bring their own 

Bibles, since the discovery questions send the group into the text rather than printing it for them.

The method is inductive: the questions are engineered so the group discovers the connections, Passover 

behind the ransom, Sinai behind the royal priesthood, Isaiah 53 behind the Passion, the flood behind the 

font, rather than being told them. Trust the method. The connection a participant finds with their own 

hands is the one they keep.

How to Lead the Questions

Ask the question exactly once, then wait. Ten seconds of silence feels like an hour to the leader and 

like thinking time to everyone else. Do not rescue the silence; it is doing the work.

Confirm; do not announce. The shaded ANSWER boxes are for after the group has worked the 

question. Read or paraphrase them to consolidate what the group found, credit the group's own 

discoveries by name, and supply only what was missed. A leader who reads the answer first has 

converted a Bible study into a lecture.

Follow the leader notes. Gray italic Leader Notes mark the discovery moments, the steelman chains, 

and the pastoral guardrails, including where to cut if time runs short. The cuts are pre-chosen so that no 

thread or discovery is ever lost to the clock.

The Boxes at a Glance

ANSWER (parchment, gold rule): the consolidation to share after discussion. Dig Deeper (soft 

blush): optional enrichment, theology, word studies, connections, use as time and interest allow. 

Voices of the Church (deep burgundy): three witnesses per session, Fathers, Doctors, and saints, with 

verified sources, paraphrased faithfully rather than quoted loosely. Live It This Week (gold): the 
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week's concrete practices, including Scripture memory. Prayers (deep burgundy): written openings 

and closings; replace freely with your group's own custom.

Win and Send questions are open on purpose: they have no answer boxes because they belong to 

the participants' lives, not the text. Never grade them; receive them.

The Steelman Chains

Several sessions (Three, Six, Eight, Nine, Ten) contain paired questions that first build the strongest 

form of a common Protestant reading, and only then press it with the text's own evidence. This is 

deliberate formation in intellectual honesty: young adults will meet these arguments from roommates, 

family, and the internet, and they deserve to have heard them at full strength from us first, answered 

from Scripture rather than dismissed. Keep the tone warm; the goal is truth with charity, and the 

common ground named in each chain is real.

The Thread Architecture

The study runs several threads across sessions, planted, developed, and resolved on schedule. The 

largest: the born anew question (planted Session One at 1:3, second clue Session Two at 1:23, resolved 

Session Six at 3:21, where Peter's own phrase-echo answers it; participants write a guess in Session One 

and bring it to Session Six). Others: the assayer's fire (Sessions One, Four, Seven, and cosmic in Twelve); 

the royal priesthood and its ordered ministry (Sessions Three, Six, Seven, resolved Eight); Peter's 

personal arc from courtyard to beach to Babylon (Sessions Four and Eight); the growth ladder (Sessions 

Nine and Twelve); Scripture and its right reading (Sessions Ten and Twelve); and exile becoming 

homecoming (Sessions One and Twelve). The Thread Watch section of each Leader Preparation Guide 

tells you exactly what to plant and what to harvest each week; the payoffs land only if the plantings 

happen, so never skip a Thread Watch item.

A Word on Sources

Every patristic and magisterial citation in this study has been checked against its named source: the 

Voices of the Church summarize real passages from real works (paraphrased faithfully, not invented), 

and every Catechism paragraph number has been verified. Where the Church holds a teaching firmly 

(the descent into hell, baptismal regeneration, the two priesthoods), the guide speaks with confidence; 

where a matter is genuinely discussed among faithful scholars (the identity of the spirits in prison, the 

authorship questions around 2 Peter), the guide says so honestly and equips you to do the same. Young 

adults can smell overclaiming; honesty is the apologetic.
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May the chief Shepherd, whose fisherman wrote these letters between a courtyard and a cross, give your 

group what he promised: after you have suffered a little while, he himself will restore, establish, and 

strengthen you.
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A LIVING HOPE
A Catholic Journey Through the Letters of Saint Peter

Session One

Born Anew to a Living Hope
1 Peter 1:1-12

“By his great mercy we have been born anew to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead”

1 Peter 1:3  (RSV2CE)

Saint Joseph Parish, Springfield, Nebraska

Leader Preparation Guide
For the facilitator only. Not for distribution.

Session Overview

Peter opens his first letter with one long, breathless sentence of praise (1:3-12 is nearly a single sentence 
in Greek), and everything the letter will say about suffering, holiness, and mission grows out of it. His 
readers are exiles: scattered believers in Asia Minor who no longer fit in the culture around them. Before 
Peter asks a single thing of them, he tells them who they are: chosen by the Father, sanctified by the 
Spirit, sprinkled with the blood of Jesus, and born anew to a living hope. Identity comes before 
obligation. Tonight the group discovers that order for themselves.

The Discovery Aim. By the end, participants should be able to say in their own words: our hope is alive 
because Christ is alive; trials do not contradict that hope but refine it the way fire refines gold; and the 
phrase “born anew” raises a question the passage does not yet answer: when and how does this new 
birth happen? We deliberately leave that question open. Peter himself will close it in chapter 3, and we 
will be there in Session Six.
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The Catholic Touchstone. New birth is God's initiative and gift, not our achievement; hope is a 
theological virtue anchored in the Resurrection, not optimism about circumstances; and suffering, 
joined to Christ, becomes purifying rather than meaningless.

What You Need to Know

The Author and His Scars

This letter is written by the man who denied Jesus three times beside a charcoal fire. Every line about 
tested faith, sincere love, and hope in weakness comes from an apostle who failed publicly and was 
restored personally (John 21). Keep that in your pocket all study long: when Peter writes about “the 
genuineness of your faith” being tested (1:7), he is not theorizing. He writes with Silvanus's help (5:12) 
from “Babylon” (5:13), the early Church's code name for Rome, most likely in the early 60s, within a few 
years of his own martyrdom under Nero.

The Audience: Exiles of the Dispersion

Peter addresses “exiles of the Dispersion” across five Roman provinces of Asia Minor (modern Turkey). 
Diaspora was the Jewish word for God's people scattered among the nations after the exile. Yet the 
letter's audience is largely Gentile converts: Peter says they were ransomed “from the futile ways 
inherited from your fathers” (1:18) and once were “no people” (2:10). His move is deliberate and 
stunning: he takes Israel's exile vocabulary and hands it to baptized pagans. The Church is the new 
Israel scattered in the world, at home nowhere and on mission everywhere. Their “various trials” (1:6) 
appear to be not yet imperial persecution but the social suffering of converts, including slander, 
exclusion, and broken relationships (4:4), which makes the letter feel remarkably current to young 
adults.

The Trinitarian Doorway (1:2)

Verse 2 is one of the New Testament's most compact Trinitarian texts: chosen “by God the Father,” 
sanctified “by the Spirit,” for obedience to “Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood.” That last 
phrase is the session's inductive treasure. It points back to Exodus 24, where Moses ratifies the covenant 
by throwing sacrificial blood on the people. Peter is saying: to be sprinkled with Christ's blood is to be 
brought inside the new covenant, sealed in sacrifice. Catholic readers have always heard the baptismal 
life here, and Peter himself will sound the baptismal note openly in 3:21. Let the group find Exodus 24 
themselves in Q3 before you explain it.

Born Anew (1:3)

The Greek verb is anagennaō, “to beget again,” used in the New Testament only by Peter (1:3 and 1:23). 
In the Greek, God is the active subject: the Father is the one who has begotten us anew (the aorist active 
participle anagennēsas). We do not birth ourselves; the English rendering “we have been born anew” 
rightly puts us on the receiving end. The motive is “his great mercy” and the instrument is “the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” This is the letter's first baptismal note, and many 
commentators have observed that 1 Peter reads like baptismal catechesis from start to finish. Do not 
resolve the how-and-when question tonight. Session Six (3:21, “Baptism... now saves you... through the 
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resurrection of Jesus Christ”) closes the loop with Peter's own words, and the discovery lands far harder 
if the group has carried the question for five weeks.

Tested by Fire (1:6-7)

The word for “genuineness” is dokimion, the assayer's term for metal proven in the furnace. The image 
stands squarely in Israel's wisdom tradition (Wisdom 3, Sirach 2, Proverbs 17:3). Fire does not create 
gold; it reveals and purifies it. Trials do not create faith; they reveal and purify it. This is also the letter's 
first answer to the problem of suffering, a theme Peter will deepen in Sessions Four and Seven.

Prophets and Angels (1:10-12)

Peter closes the doorway with a jaw-dropping claim: the prophets who foretold Christ's sufferings and 
glory were serving you, and even angels “long to look” into what has now been announced to you. The 
verb suggests bending over to peer in, the same posture as the disciples stooping to look into the empty 
tomb. The point for your group: you are not on the margins of salvation history. You live in the chapter 
the prophets strained to see.

Old Testament Roots and Fulfillment

Have these passages marked in your Bible before the session. The Exodus text is the inductive discovery 
in Q3; the others are leader background and Dig Deeper material.

Exodus 24:3-8: The Blood of the Covenant

Moses ratifies the Sinai covenant by throwing sacrificial blood on the people: “Behold the blood of the 
covenant which the LORD has made with you” (Ex 24:8). To be “sprinkled” is to be brought inside a 
covenant. Peter's greeting tells scattered nobodies that they stand where Israel stood at Sinai, ratified 
now in the blood of Christ, the language Jesus himself used at the Last Supper (“this is my blood of the 
covenant,” Mt 26:28).

Wisdom 3:5-6 and Sirach 2:1-6: Gold in the Furnace

“Like gold in the furnace he tried them” (Wis 3:6). “My son, if you come forward to serve the Lord, 
prepare yourself for temptation... For gold is tested in the fire, and acceptable men in the furnace of 
humiliation” (Sir 2:1, 5). Peter's fire imagery in 1:7 is drawn from these deuterocanonical wisdom texts, a 
quiet apologetics note: the first pope's imagery comes from books the Catholic canon receives as 
Scripture, which most Protestant traditions later set apart as Apocrypha and eventually dropped from 
their Bibles. Use it gently in the Dig Deeper if the moment is right.

Psalm 39:12: The Sojourner

“For I am your passing guest, a sojourner, like all my fathers.” Israel's prayer book already knew that 
God's people are travelers, not settlers. Peter's “exiles” (1:1) and “aliens and exiles” (2:11) stand in this 
stream, which reaches back to Abraham, who confessed himself “a stranger and a sojourner” in the land 
of promise (Gen 23:4).

Voices of the Church
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Three witnesses for your preparation. Share at most one with the group, and only after the related 
discussion has done its work.

Voices of the Church

St. Polycarp of Smyrna (d. c. 155), Letter to the Philippians 1

Writing within living memory of the apostles, St. Polycarp, himself a disciple of St. John, echoes 1 Peter 
1:8 almost word for word: though you have not seen him, you believe in him with joy inexpressible and 
filled with glory. The earliest generations were already treasuring and echoing this letter. When your 
group reads 1:8 aloud, they join a chain of readers stretching to the apostolic age.

Voices of the Church

St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430), The City of God, Book I, Chapter 8

Answering pagans who mocked Christians suffering in the sack of Rome, St. Augustine observes that 
one and the same fire makes gold gleam and makes chaff smoke; the same affliction that proves and 
purifies the good ruins the wicked. The difference is not in the fire but in the material. This is 1 Peter 1:7 
turned into a principle: trials reveal what a soul is made of.

Voices of the Church

St. Bede the Venerable (673-735), Commentary on the Catholic Epistles, on 1 Peter 1

The great monastic commentator on this letter reads “born anew” as the grace of baptism: the mercy of 
God regenerates us as his children through the sacrament of faith, so that our hope rests not on 
anything we have done but on the risen Christ into whom we have been reborn. St. Bede's instinct is the 
Church's instinct, and it is where Peter himself will land in 3:21.

Catechism Connection

CCC 1265-1266. Baptism makes the neophyte “a new creature,” an adopted son of God, a partaker of the 
divine nature, member of Christ, and temple of the Holy Spirit. This is the doctrinal home of “born 
anew.”

CCC 1817-1821. Hope is the theological virtue by which we desire the kingdom of heaven and eternal 
life, “placing our trust in Christ's promises and relying not on our own strength.” Peter's “living hope” is 
this virtue, not a mood.

CCC 164. Faith is often “lived in darkness” and “put to the test”; the world's evil and suffering can shake 
it. The Catechism and 1 Peter 1:6-7 give the same pastoral counsel: tested faith is normal faith.

Thread Watch
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Threads planted tonight that later sessions will harvest. Do not resolve them early.

1. Born anew (1:3). How and when does new birth happen? Held open until Session Six, where 3:21 
names baptism.

2. Tested by fire (1:6-7). Suffering as refining. Deepens at 2:21 (Session Four) and climaxes in the 
“fiery ordeal” of 4:12 (Session Seven).

3. The exile identity (1:1). Resident aliens on mission. Becomes the engine of witness in 2:11-12 
(Session Four) and of patience for the Lord's return in 2 Peter 3 (Session Twelve).

4. Peter's own story. The restored denier writes every word. Surfaces explicitly when he calls 
himself “a fellow elder” and “a witness of the sufferings of Christ” in 5:1 (Session Eight).

Session Goals for the Leader

1.  Establish the study's method: the group works each question from the text before you confirm 
with the Answer block.

2.  Help participants discover the Exodus 24 background of “sprinkling with his blood” for 
themselves.

3.  Distinguish living hope (anchored in the Resurrection) from optimism (anchored in 
circumstances).

4.  Plant the “born anew” question clearly and leave it honestly unresolved until Session Six.

Leader Note

Time frame: 75 to 90 minutes. Win 10-15, Build 50-60, Send 10-15. If time runs short, Q7 and the second Dig 
Deeper are the cuts; never cut the Exodus 24 discovery in Q3.

Discussion Guide
Session One  •  Born Anew to a Living Hope  •  1 Peter 1:1-12

Opening Prayer

Opening Prayer

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who by his great mercy has given us new birth and 
a living hope. Open the Scriptures to us tonight as you opened them to your apostle Peter. Give us honest 
questions, patient ears, and hearts ready to be changed. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Win: Gathering In

Leader Note

Fully open questions. No answer blocks, on purpose. Let everyone speak once before moving on.

  

◆Have you ever been somewhere you clearly didn't belong: the wrong dress code, the wrong crowd, the 

outsider in the room? What did it feel like, and what did you do about it?

  

◆When people say “I hope so,” they usually mean “I'm not sure.” What would it take for hope to be 

something you could actually stand on?

Build: Working the Text

Leader Note

Ask each question, then wait. Ten seconds of silence is the method working, not failing. Let two or three 
people answer from the text before you say anything, then use the Answer block to confirm and sharpen 
what the group has found, naming what they said where you can.

Movement One: Chosen Exiles (1:1-2)

Read: 1 Peter 1:1-2   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q1.  Peter calls his readers “exiles of the Dispersion.” Circle every word in verses 1 and 2 that describes 

what God has done for these exiles. What is the ratio of their status in the world to their status 
before God?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

The world's verdict takes half a line: exiles, scattered. God's verdict takes the rest: chosen and destined 
by the Father, sanctified by the Spirit, set apart for obedience to Jesus Christ, sprinkled with his blood, 
addressed with grace and peace. Peter leads with identity before he asks for anything. Notice too that 
Father, Spirit, and Son all act in a single sentence: the whole Trinity is invested in these nobodies.

Q2.  These believers were mostly converts from paganism (see 1:18 and 4:3), yet Peter greets them with 

Israel's vocabulary: chosen, dispersion, sprinkled. What is he claiming about who they are now?
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ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

He is grafting them into Israel's story. Words that once belonged to the Jewish exile now belong to 
baptized Gentiles in Turkey. The Church does not replace Israel's story; she inherits and continues it, 
scattered among the nations as God's own people. That means the Old Testament is now their family 
history, which is exactly why this study will keep sending us back to it.

Q3.  The strangest phrase in the greeting is “sprinkling with his blood.” Turn to Exodus 24:3-8 and read 

it aloud. What is happening in that scene, and what is Peter therefore saying happened to you?

Leader Note

This is the session's discovery moment. Give it time. If the group stalls, ask: who gets sprinkled in Exodus 
24, and what do the people say just before the blood is thrown?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

At Sinai, Moses throws the blood of the covenant sacrifice on the people after they pledge obedience: 
“Behold the blood of the covenant which the LORD has made with you” (Ex 24:8). Sprinkled blood 
means covenant membership, sealed in sacrifice. Peter is saying: what Israel received at Sinai, you 
received in Christ, whose own words at the Last Supper (“this is my blood of the covenant,” Mt 26:28) 
make him the sacrifice that seals it. You are not fans of Jesus; you are covenant members in his blood.

Movement Two: Born Anew to a Living Hope (1:3-9)

Read: 1 Peter 1:3-9   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q4.  Verse 3 says we “have been born anew.” Look at the grammar closely: who does the action, what 

motivates it, and what is it accomplished through? What is conspicuously missing from the 
sentence?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

God does the action (in the English the verb is passive: we are born, we do not birth ourselves; in the 
Greek the Father is the active subject who begets us anew). His “great mercy” motivates it. It comes 
“through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” Missing entirely: anything we did. No one 
contributes to his own birth. New birth is sheer gift, which Catholics affirm without reserve: grace is 
first (CCC 1996-1999).

Q5.  Peter says our hope is “living” and our inheritance is “imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept 

in heaven for you” (1:4). Name the things people around us actually build their hope on. Which of 
those survive Peter's three adjectives?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Careers perish, reputations can be defiled, relationships and health can fade. Peter chose three 
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adjectives that eliminate every earthly candidate one by one. A living hope is one whose anchor is 
already alive on the other side of death: the risen Christ. It is not optimism about circumstances; it is 
certainty about a person. That is why the Catechism calls hope a virtue that relies “not on our own 
strength” but on Christ's promises (CCC 1817).

Q6.  Verses 6 and 7 compare tested faith to gold tested by fire. Work the image: what does fire actually 

do to gold, and what does it do to everything mixed in with the gold? So what is a trial for?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Fire does not create gold and cannot destroy it; it reveals it and burns away the dross. Peter's word for 
“genuineness” (dokimion) is the assayer's term for metal proven in the furnace. Trials do not 
manufacture faith and need not destroy it; rightly endured, they show faith to be real and purify what is 
mixed into it. Suffering is not the contradiction of the living hope. It is the furnace where the hope is 
proven genuine.

Dig Deeper

Peter's furnace image echoes Israel's wisdom books: “like gold in the furnace he tried them” (Wisdom 
3:6) and “gold is tested in the fire, and acceptable men in the furnace of humiliation” (Sirach 2:5). Both 
are deuterocanonical books, received in the Catholic Old Testament since the early Church. The first 
pope's imagery is soaked in Scripture that some later traditions set aside. Read Wisdom 3:1-6 this week 
and hear how much of 1 Peter is already in it.

Q7.  Verse 8: “Without having seen him you love him.” Peter saw Jesus daily for three years; his readers 

never did, and neither have we. What does Peter's sentence assume is possible for people like us, 
and how does verse 9 say it ends?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Real love and real joy in a Christ we have not seen with our eyes: not secondhand faith, but firsthand 
relationship through faith. Jesus made the same promise to Thomas: “Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet believe” (John 20:29), a beatitude spoken over every generation after the apostles, 
including this room. And verse 9 names the destination: “the salvation of your souls,” received as the 
outcome of a faith that keeps believing, loving, and rejoicing.

Building the Question: When Are We Born Anew?

Leader Note

This is a build-then-press chain in the study's steelman style. Let the group construct the strongest form of 
the common evangelical reading before testing it against Peter's own letter. Keep the tone warm; many of 
us have friends and family who hold this view sincerely.
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Q8.  Many sincere Christians read “born anew” as the moment a person prays to accept Jesus: new birth 

happens at the instant of personal faith, and baptism follows later as a public symbol. Build that 
case as strongly as you can from this passage. What in 1:3-9 supports it?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

A strong case can be made: the passage is thick with personal faith (“through faith,” 1:5; “you believe in 
him,” 1:8; “the outcome of your faith,” 1:9), and baptism is not mentioned once in these verses. If chapter 
1 were all we had, the faith-moment reading would be reasonable. Say so honestly; steel, not straw.

Q9.  Now press it. Verse 3 says we are born anew “through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead.” Hold that phrase in your memory. If Peter, later in this same letter, names a concrete thing 
that saves us “through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,” what would that do to the question?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

It would mean Peter himself connects the new birth of 1:3 to that concrete thing, since he deliberately 
reuses the exact phrase. Tonight we only plant the question. Do not look it up yet; carry it. When we 
reach chapter 3 in Session Six, Peter will answer in his own words, and the answer is one of the most 
startling verses in the New Testament. For now, notice only this: the question of how God applies the 
Resurrection to us is one Scripture answers, not one it leaves to feelings.

Movement Three: What Prophets and Angels Longed For (1:10-12)

Read: 1 Peter 1:10-12   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q10.  According to verses 10-12, whom were the prophets serving when they prophesied about the 

sufferings and glory of Christ? And what are the angels doing? What does that make of the position 
you occupy in salvation history?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

“They were serving not themselves but you” (1:12): Isaiah and the prophets were, without fully knowing 
it, writing for the people who would live after the Messiah came, which includes everyone in this room. 
And angels “long to look” into these things, bending over to peer in like the disciples stooping at the 
empty tomb. You are not in the cheap seats of God's story. You live in the chapter the prophets strained 
to see and the angels still marvel at. Exiles in the world's eyes; the wonder of angels in heaven's.

Send: Carrying It Out

Leader Note

Fully open. No answer blocks. Let the text do the sending.
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◆Peter gave his readers their identity before he gave them a single command. Where in your life this 

week do you most need to act from “chosen and destined” rather than from “exile and outsider”?

  

◆Name one trial you are in right now, small or large. What would it look like to treat it this week as 

furnace rather than accident?

Live It This Week

This week: (1) Memorize 1 Peter 1:3. (2) Read Wisdom 3:1-6 slowly once, and notice Peter's furnace. (3) 
Carry the planted question, “when are we born anew?”, without looking ahead; write down your own 
best guess and bring it to Session Six. (4) Once this week, when you feel like the outsider, pray one 
sentence: “Father, I am chosen, sanctified, and sprinkled; let me act like it.”

Closing Prayer

Father of mercies, you chose us before we chose you, sanctified us by your Spirit, and sealed us in the 
blood of your Son. Make our hope a living hope. When the fire comes, let it find gold. And keep us restless 
for the day when the faith we now hold without seeing becomes sight. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Scripture Memory

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy we have been born anew to a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead”  (1 Peter 1:3, 

RSV2CE)

Leader Reference Card
Every passage used or referenced in this session

Primary text

1 Peter 1:1-12 (read in three movements: 1-2, 3-9, 10-12)

Discovery passage (read aloud in session)

Exodus 24:3-8 (blood of the covenant; the key to “sprinkling with his blood”)

Leader background and Dig Deeper

Wisdom 3:1-6; Sirach 2:1-6; Proverbs 17:3 (gold in the furnace)

Psalm 39:12; Genesis 23:4 (the sojourner tradition)
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Matthew 26:28 (blood of the covenant at the Last Supper)

John 20:29 (blessed are those who have not seen); John 21 (Peter restored)

1 Peter 1:18; 2:10-12; 4:3-4; 5:1, 12-13 (audience and author context)

Threads planted (do not resolve early)

“Born anew” held open until 1 Peter 3:21 (Session Six)

Fire and suffering deepens at 2:21 (Session Four) and 4:12 (Session Seven)

Catechism

CCC 164; 1265-1266; 1817-1821; 1996-1999
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A LIVING HOPE
A Catholic Journey Through the Letters of Saint Peter

Session Two

Be Holy: Ransomed and Reborn
1 Peter 1:13-25

“You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your fathers... with the 

precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot”

1 Peter 1:18-19  (RSV2CE)

Saint Joseph Parish, Springfield, Nebraska

Leader Preparation Guide
For the facilitator only. Not for distribution.

Session Overview

Last week Peter spent twelve verses telling his readers who they are. Tonight the letter's commands 
begin (the imperatives start at 1:13), and the central one is enormous: “Be holy yourselves in all your 
conduct” (1:15). But watch how Peter grounds it. The call to holiness rests on three facts the group will 
excavate: God is your Father and judge (1:17), you were ransomed at the price of Christ's blood, 
prefigured by the Passover lamb (1:18-19), and you have been born anew of imperishable seed (1:23). 
Holiness is not the entry fee to God's family; it is the family resemblance.

The Discovery Aim. Participants should be able to say: God does not grade on a curve because he 
adopts, and adopted children are called to look like their Father; the price of my ransom tells me my 
worth; and the “born anew” question from Session One just gained a second clue, because 1:23 adds 
“through the living and abiding word of God.”

The Catholic Touchstone. The universal call to holiness (every baptized person, not a spiritual elite); 
redemption as costly ransom, not legal fiction; and the Father who “judges each one impartially 
according to his deeds” (1:17), which sits comfortably in a Catholic account of grace. Note the Protestant 
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position at full strength: classic Protestantism teaches justification by faith alone with good works as its 
necessary fruit, and can read judgment according to deeds as judgment of that fruit. The Catholic 
difference is that grace-wrought deeds truly count toward final salvation, not merely as evidence of it; 
1:17 invites that sharper conversation.

What You Need to Know

Gird Up Your Minds (1:13)

The image is a man gathering his long robe into his belt so he can move fast. It is Passover language: 
Israel ate the first Passover with “your loins girded... your staff in your hand” (Ex 12:11), dressed for 
departure. Peter opens the paragraph with an Exodus posture and will close it with an Exodus lamb. His 
converts are a people in flight from slavery, and the whole section reads holiness as travel clothing.

Be Holy, For I Am Holy (1:15-16)

Peter quotes the refrain of Leviticus (11:44-45; 19:2). Holy (Hebrew qadosh) means set apart, other, 
belonging to God. In Leviticus the call lands on the whole people, not only priests, and it covers food, 
business, sexuality, and speech, which is why Peter can say “in all your conduct.” Vatican II's universal 
call to holiness (Lumen Gentium ch. 5) is this verse grown to full stature: holiness is the ordinary 
vocation of every baptized person, not the specialty of monks and nuns.

A Father Who Judges (1:17)

Peter joins two ideas moderns keep apart: “you invoke as Father” and “who judges each one impartially 
according to his deeds.” There is no tension for Peter. A good father both loves unconditionally and takes 
his children's conduct seriously precisely because he loves them. Note the phrase “according to his 
deeds”: like Romans 2:6 and Matthew 25, judgment weighs what grace has actually produced in a life. 
Deeds are not the rival of grace; they are its evidence and fruit. “Conduct yourselves with fear” means 
reverent seriousness, not terror; Scripture elsewhere says perfect love casts out fear (1 Jn 4:18), and Peter 
himself will tell his readers to fear no human intimidation (3:14).

Ransomed with Precious Blood (1:18-19)

The verb lytroō, to ransom, is slave-market and Exodus vocabulary: God “redeemed you out of the house 
of bondage” (Deut 7:8). Isaiah told the exiles, “you were sold for nothing, and you shall be redeemed 
without money” (Is 52:3); Peter tells his exiles the price was something worth more than money: “the 
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.” That last phrase is Exodus 12:5, the 
Passover regulation, and it is tonight's inductive discovery (Q5). Notice what they are ransomed from: 
not first from hell, but from “the futile ways inherited from your fathers,” an empty way of life handed 
down like a family heirloom. Young adults recognize this instantly: inherited patterns, family wounds, 
cultural scripts that lead nowhere.

Born Anew of Imperishable Seed (1:22-25)

Here is the session's link to the Session One thread. Peter repeats anagennaō: “born anew, not of 
perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God,” and quotes Isaiah 
40:6-8 (all flesh is grass, but the word of the Lord abides). So the new birth now has two named 
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instruments: the resurrection of Christ (1:3) and the living word of God (1:23). Do not resolve the thread; 
sharpen it. The word proclaimed and the sacrament that applies the Resurrection are not competitors, 
and Session Six will let Peter say so himself. If a sharp participant brings up James 1:18 (“he brought us 
forth by the word of truth”) or Ephesians 5:26 (“the washing of water with the word”), smile: Ephesians 
already joins the two.

Old Testament Roots and Fulfillment

Exodus 12:1-13: The Passover Lamb

“Your lamb shall be without blemish” (Ex 12:5); its blood on the doorposts turns away death; the meal is 
eaten girded for departure. Peter compresses the whole scene into 1:18-19, and St. John the Baptist's cry 
stands behind it: “Behold, the Lamb of God” (Jn 1:29). Let the group find the connection themselves in Q5 
before you name it.

Leviticus 19: The Holiness Code

“You shall be holy; for I the LORD your God am holy” (Lev 19:2) heads a chapter about honest scales, 
prompt wages, care for the poor, truthful speech, and love of neighbor (19:18). Holiness in Israel was 
never merely ritual; it was moral and social, which is exactly Peter's “in all your conduct.”

Isaiah 40:6-8: Grass and the Word

The comfort chapter of the exile: every human power withers like grass, “but the word of our God will 
stand for ever.” Peter quotes it almost word for word at 1:24-25 (saying “the word of the Lord” where 
Isaiah has “the word of our God”) and adds the punchline: “That word is the good news which was 
preached to you.” The gospel your group heard is the imperishable thing Isaiah promised.
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Voices of the Church

Voices of the Church

St. Clement of Rome (d. c. 99), Letter to the Corinthians 7

An early bishop of Rome in the succession from Peter (traditionally the third after him, following Linus 
and Anacletus), writing within a generation of this letter, urges the Corinthians to gaze intently on the 
blood of Christ and to know how precious it is to God the Father, since it was poured out for our 
salvation and won the grace of repentance for the whole world. Within a generation of this letter, the 
Church was already gazing at how precious that blood is to the Father. The step this study takes from 
there, that you are worth what was paid for you, is our pastoral application of Clement's gaze, drawn out 
for tonight's group.

Voices of the Church

St. Melito of Sardis (d. c. 180), On Pascha

In the oldest surviving Easter homily, St. Melito preaches Christ as the true Passover: the lamb slain in 
Egypt was a sketch, and Christ the reality; he was led like a lamb and slaughtered like a sheep, and by 
his blood death is despoiled. This is precisely Peter's move in 1:19, and it shows the lamb-typology was 
mainstream preaching within a century of the apostles.

Voices of the Church

St. Leo the Great (d. 461), Sermon 21 on the Nativity

“Christian, recognize your dignity.” St. Leo exhorts the baptized to remember whose head and body they 
belong to, and never by sin to return to the old baseness they were ransomed from. The Catechism 
places this line at the head of its whole moral section (CCC 1691), which is Peter's logic exactly: dignity 
first, then conduct worthy of it.

Catechism Connection

CCC 602. The Catechism quotes 1 Peter 1:18-20 directly to teach that redemption comes at the price of 
Christ's blood, foreknown before the foundation of the world. Peter's verse is the Church's proof text 
here.

CCC 1691. “Christian, recognize your dignity.” The moral life begins from identity, exactly as this letter 
does.
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CCC 2013. “All Christians in any state or walk of life are called to the fullness of Christian life and to the 
perfection of charity.” The universal call to holiness, from Lumen Gentium 40, is Leviticus 19:2 and 1 
Peter 1:15 restated by a Council.
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Thread Watch

1. Born anew, second clue. 1:23 adds “through the living and abiding word.” Word and sacrament 
converge at 3:21 in Session Six. Keep the question open.

2. Judged according to deeds (1:17). Returns at 4:17-19 (Session Seven), where judgment begins 
with the household of God.

3. Love one another earnestly (1:22). Blossoms at 4:8, “love covers a multitude of sins” (Session 
Seven).

Session Goals for the Leader

1.  Ground the call to holiness in identity and ransom, not in performance anxiety.

2.  Let the group discover the Passover lamb of Exodus 12 behind 1:19 for themselves.

3.  Hold Father and Judge together in 1:17 without letting either swallow the other.

4.  Sharpen, without resolving, the born-anew thread with the new “word” clue of 1:23.

Leader Note

Time frame: 75 to 90 minutes. If time runs short, Q8 and the Isaiah 40 Dig Deeper are the cuts; never cut 
the Exodus 12 discovery in Q5.

Discussion Guide
Session Two  •  Be Holy: Ransomed and Reborn  •  1 Peter 1:13-25

Opening Prayer

Opening Prayer

Holy Father, you ransomed us not with silver or gold but with the precious blood of your Son, the Lamb 
without blemish. Teach us tonight what we cost, so we may learn what we are worth. Make us holy as you 
are holy, not by our striving but by your grace at work in our striving. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Win: Gathering In
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◆What is something you inherited from your family, a trait, a saying, a habit, that you're glad you got? 

Is there anything handed down that you've had to deliberately unlearn?

  

◆How do you usually react when you hear the word “holy”? Attractive, intimidating, boring, out of 

reach? Be honest.

Build: Working the Text

Leader Note

Recap in one minute: last week the group found that Peter gives identity before obligation. Tonight the 
obligations arrive. Ask each question, wait through the silence, let the group work the text, then confirm 
with the Answer block.

Movement One: Dressed for Departure (1:13-16)

Read: 1 Peter 1:13-16   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q1.  “Gird up your minds” is the posture of a man tucking his robe into his belt to move fast. Where in 

Israel's story were God's people commanded to eat a meal dressed exactly like that, and why? (Hint: 
think of a night of departure.)

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

The first Passover: “your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand” (Ex 12:11), 
ready to leave Egypt the moment God struck. Peter opens with Exodus posture on purpose: his readers 
are a ransomed people mid-journey, and holiness is travel clothing, not museum dress. Sobriety and 
hope “set fully” on Christ's revelation are how pilgrims pack light.

Q2.  Verse 14 says “do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance,” and verse 15 answers 

with “be holy in all your conduct.” What does the word “all” rule out? Where do people today try to 
draw the boundary line of where God is allowed?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

“All” rules out the compartment system: faith on Sunday, autonomy everywhere else. Peter is quoting 
Leviticus, and the holiness chapter he quotes (Lev 19) covers business honesty, wages, sexuality, speech, 
and love of neighbor. Holiness was never just ritual purity; it is a whole life set apart. The group will 
name modern compartments readily: dating, money, what we do online, how we talk about people who 
are not in the room.
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Q3.  Verse 16 quotes God: “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” Notice the reason given. God does not say “be 

holy so I will love you” or “be holy or else.” What kind of logic is “because I am”? What human 
relationship works like that?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

It is family resemblance logic. Children are called to look like their Father because they are his children, 
not to become his children. That is why this command could not come until after 1:3: born anew first, 
then the family likeness. The Church calls this the universal call to holiness (CCC 2013): every baptized 
person, married or single, student or salesman, is called to the same perfection of love, not a spiritual 
elite.

Movement Two: The Price Tag (1:17-21)

Read: 1 Peter 1:17-21   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q4.  Verse 17 puts two titles in one sentence: the God you “invoke as Father” also “judges each one 

impartially according to his deeds.” Most people feel those cancel each other out. Do they? What 
would a father be like who never took his children's conduct seriously?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

He would be negligent, not loving. A good father's love is unconditional and his expectations are real, 
precisely because he loves. Peter feels no tension, and neither does the rest of Scripture: judgment 
“according to deeds” appears in Jesus (Mt 16:27; Mt 25) and Paul (Rom 2:6) alike. Deeds are not the rival 
of grace; they are what grace produces and what judgment weighs. “Fear” here is reverent seriousness 
before a Father whose opinion matters infinitely, not terror before a tyrant.

Q5.  Verses 18-19: you were ransomed “with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without 

blemish or spot.” Turn to Exodus 12:1-13 and read it aloud. Where does Peter's phrase come from, 
and what did that lamb's blood actually do on that night?

Leader Note

The discovery moment. If the group stalls, ask: what is required of the lamb in verse 5, and where does the 
blood go in verse 7? What happens at houses marked by it?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

“Your lamb shall be without blemish” (Ex 12:5). Its blood, marked on the doorposts, turned death away 
from Israel's houses; that same night God broke Egypt's grip and led Israel out of slavery. Peter's phrase 
points straight to this scene, and the Church has read it this way from the beginning: Christ is the true 
Passover Lamb. St. Paul says it outright, “Christ, our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed” (1 Cor 5:7). His 
blood does for you what the first lamb's blood sketched: it turns away death, and God sets you free from 
slavery. St. John the Baptist said it in one line: “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world” (Jn 1:29). Every Mass says it back at the altar.
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Q6.  Look carefully at what verse 18 says you were ransomed from: not first from hell, but “from the 

futile ways inherited from your fathers.” Why is that a startlingly precise description of what 
actually enslaves people? What gets handed down in families and cultures that leads nowhere?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Patterns are inherited like heirlooms: anger, addiction, anxiety about money, contempt for religion, the 
assumption that you are what you produce. “Futile” means empty, going nowhere. Many of Peter's 
converts had inherited paganism from their parents (see 4:3); ours inherit scripts just as binding. The 
ransom means the inheritance is not destiny. In Christ the family line can be interrupted and a new 
inheritance received, the “imperishable” one of 1:4.

Dig Deeper

Price reveals worth. We appraise a thing by what someone will pay for it, and 1:18-19 says God appraised 
you above “perishable things such as silver or gold” and paid in the blood of his Son. The Catechism 
opens its entire moral teaching with St. Leo the Great's cry, “Christian, recognize your dignity” (CCC 
1691). When self-worth collapses, this is the fact to stand on: your value was set at Calvary and it does 
not float with the market.

Movement Three: Imperishable Seed (1:22-25)

Read: 1 Peter 1:22-25   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q7.  Verse 23 repeats Session One's word: “born anew, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, 

through the living and abiding word of God.” Add this to our open question. In 1:3 the new birth 
came “through the resurrection.” Now it comes “through the word.” Contradiction, or two pieces of 
one answer?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Two pieces. The word of the gospel is preached, awakens faith, and the Resurrection's power is applied 
to a person; the question is still where and how those meet. Notice Scripture elsewhere joins word and 
washing in a single breath: Christ cleanses the Church “by the washing of water with the word” (Eph 
5:26). Keep your Session One guess written down. Peter closes this question himself in chapter 3, and we 
will be there in Session Six.

Q8.  Peter proves the word is “living and abiding” by quoting Isaiah 40:6-8: all flesh is grass, the grass 

withers, “but the word of the Lord abides for ever.” Then he adds: “That word is the good news 
which was preached to you” (1:25). What is he claiming about the sermon his readers once heard 
from some traveling missionary?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

9



That it was the imperishable thing Isaiah promised. The empires of Isaiah's day are dust; the words 
spoken to a handful of converts in Cappadocia are still saving people tonight in Nebraska. Every 
generation's preaching, catechesis, and Bible study, including this one, rides on that claim: grass 
withers, this word does not. It also dignifies the ordinary: an unremarkable evening Bible study is 
handling the one thing in the room that will outlast the room.

Q9.  Verse 22 draws the practical conclusion before the theology finishes: purified souls are “for a 

sincere love of the brethren,” so “love one another earnestly from the heart.” Why is love of the 
people in this room the first assignment of holiness, rather than some heroic private discipline?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Because holiness is family resemblance, and God is love. The seed is imperishable, so the love it grows 
should be earnest and durable, not the disposable affection of convenience. Peter will push this further 
in 4:8, where love “covers a multitude of sins.” For now the test is concrete: the brother or sister who 
annoys you is the curriculum.

Send: Carrying It Out

  

◆Name one “futile way” you inherited, a pattern handed to you that you know leads nowhere. What 

would it mean this week to live as someone ransomed out of it?

  

◆If your worth was set at the price of Christ's blood, what changes about how you talk to yourself when 

you fail?

Live It This Week

This week: (1) Memorize 1 Peter 1:18-19. (2) Read Leviticus 19:1-18 once and count how many commands 
concern ordinary life: money, speech, work, neighbors. (3) Choose one compartment you have kept from 
God and hand it over in a single sentence of prayer each morning. (4) Do one earnest, inconvenient act 
of love for someone in this group before we meet again.

Closing Prayer

Father and Judge, you paid for us in the blood of the Lamb. Free us from every futile inheritance, plant 
your imperishable word deep in us, and let the family resemblance grow: holy, because you are holy. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Scripture Memory
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“You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your fathers, not with perishable 
things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or 

spot”  (1 Peter 1:18-19, RSV2CE)

Leader Reference Card
Every passage used or referenced in this session

Primary text

1 Peter 1:13-25 (movements: 13-16, 17-21, 22-25)

Discovery passage (read aloud in session)

Exodus 12:1-13 (the Passover lamb behind 1:19)

Leader background and Dig Deeper

Leviticus 11:44-45; 19:1-18 (the holiness code)

Isaiah 40:6-8 (quoted at 1:24-25); Isaiah 52:3; Deuteronomy 7:8 (ransom)

Exodus 12:11 (girded loins); John 1:29 (Lamb of God); Matthew 16:27; Romans 2:6 (judgment by 
deeds)

James 1:18; Ephesians 5:26 (word and washing, if raised)

Threads

Born anew: second clue (1:23, “through the word”); resolves Session Six

Judgment by deeds (1:17) returns at 4:17 (Session Seven); earnest love (1:22) returns at 4:8

Catechism

CCC 602; 1691; 2013
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A LIVING HOPE
A Catholic Journey Through the Letters of Saint Peter

Session Three

Living Stones, Royal Priesthood
1 Peter 2:1-10

“You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, that you may declare 

the wonderful deeds of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light”

1 Peter 2:9  (RSV2CE)

Saint Joseph Parish, Springfield, Nebraska

Leader Preparation Guide
For the facilitator only. Not for distribution.

Session Overview

The man Jesus renamed Rock writes tonight about stones. Peter strings together three Old Testament 
“stone” texts (Isaiah 28:16, Psalm 118:22, Isaiah 8:14) to declare Christ the living cornerstone, rejected by 
the builders and chosen by God, and then makes the astonishing move: come to him and you yourselves, 
“like living stones,” are being built into a spiritual house, to be “a holy priesthood.” The session climaxes 
in 2:9-10, where Israel's Sinai titles (Exodus 19:5-6) and Hosea's reversal (“not my people... my people”) 
are laid on the shoulders of Gentile converts. This is the ecclesiology session: what the Church is, and 
what every baptized person in your group is.

The Discovery Aim. Participants should be able to say: Christ is the cornerstone the builders rejected, 
so rejection by the world is not evidence against him or us; I am a living stone, which means I am 
material for something being built, not a freelance spiritual consumer; and by baptism I share in a real 
priesthood whose job is to offer spiritual sacrifices and declare God's deeds.

The Catholic Touchstone. The common (baptismal) priesthood of all the faithful is real, biblical, and 
Catholic; it coexists with, rather than abolishes, the ministerial priesthood, exactly as Israel's national 
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priesthood (Ex 19:6) coexisted with the Aaronic one. Tonight's steelman chain works that distinction 
from the text itself.

What You Need to Know

Newborn Babes and the Taste of the Lord (2:1-3)

The paragraph flows straight out of 1:23: if you have been born anew, then be what you are, “newborn 
babes” who crave “pure spiritual milk.” Verse 3 seals it with Psalm 34:8: “you have tasted the kindness of 
the Lord.” The Fathers heard Eucharistic overtones in “tasted,” since Psalm 34 (“O taste and see that the 
Lord is good”) was sung at Communion at least as early as the fourth century. You need not press the 
point in discussion, but the leader should know the Church has long heard it.

Peter's Three Stone Texts (2:4-8)

Peter quotes Isaiah 28:16 (the cornerstone laid in Zion), Psalm 118:22 (the stone the builders rejected has 
become the head of the corner), and Isaiah 8:14 (a stone of stumbling). This is not a private anthology. 
Jesus himself taught Psalm 118:22 as his own autobiography at the end of the parable of the wicked 
tenants (Mt 21:42), with Peter listening; and Peter preached the same verse to the Sanhedrin in Acts 
4:11: “This is the stone which was rejected by you builders.” Tonight your group watches an apostle 
reuse the exegesis he learned from Jesus' own mouth. The stone texts also carry a warning: the same 
stone is cornerstone to believers and stumbling stone to those who disobey. No one is neutral about 
Christ; you build on him or trip over him.

Living Stones and Spiritual House (2:5)

“Living stone” is nearly a contradiction: stones are dead, buildings are static. Peter's Church is neither: a 
growing organism with structural order, each member load-bearing. The “spiritual house” is temple 
language; God's dwelling is no longer a building in Jerusalem but a people. The irony of the author's own 
name should not be missed, though Peter himself is too humble to mention it: the man Jesus called Rock 
(Mt 16:18) teaches that everyone in Christ becomes stone. His singular role and their common dignity 
coexist in his own mind without strain, a point that pays off in Session Eight.

Royal Priesthood (2:5, 9): The Session's Center

“To be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” The title in 
2:9, “royal priesthood,” is lifted from Exodus 19:5-6, God's words at Sinai before the covenant: the whole 
nation was to be “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” Note carefully how Israel's national 
priesthood has been understood: read in its setting (“all the earth is mine,” Ex 19:5), Israel's vocation is 
traditionally taken as priestly toward the nations, mediating God's blessing outward, while within Israel 
God also instituted a ministerial priesthood (the priests of Aaron's line, assisted by the Levites) for 
sacrifice and worship. The two never competed. Peter quotes the national text, not the Aaronic one. The 
Catholic reading follows the same grammar: the common priesthood of the baptized (offering the 
sacrifices of prayer, work, suffering, and witness) and the ministerial priesthood (ordained to act in the 
person of Christ the Head) “differ essentially and not only in degree” yet are ordered to one another 
(CCC 1547; Lumen Gentium 10). The steelman chain in Q7-Q8 lets the group build the Reformation 
reading fairly and then test it against Exodus itself.
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Hosea's Reversal (2:10)

“Once you were no people but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy but now you 
have received mercy.” Peter compresses Hosea 1-2, where the prophet's children are named Not-My- 
People and Not-Pitied, and God promises to reverse the names. Paul makes the identical move in 
Romans 9:25-26 about the calling of the Gentiles. For converts, and for anyone who has felt like a 
nobody, 2:10 is the gospel in one line.

Old Testament Roots and Fulfillment

Exodus 19:3-6: Sinai's Commission

“You shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” Spoken before the golden calf, this is Israel's 
original vocation: the whole people priestly toward the world. This is tonight's inductive discovery (Q6): 
the group reads Exodus 19 and finds the heart of 1 Peter 2:9 already sitting there: the royal priesthood, 
the holy nation, and God's own possession. The remaining title, chosen race, along with the mandate to 
declare God's praise, comes from Isaiah 43:20-21; Peter weaves several Old Testament texts into one 
crown.

Psalm 118:22 and Isaiah 28:16: The Stone

Psalm 118 was sung at Passover (Jesus and the apostles likely sang it at the Last Supper, Mt 26:30); its 
rejected stone became Jesus' self-designation (Mt 21:42) and Peter's courtroom defense (Acts 4:11). 
Isaiah 28:16 adds the promise Peter quotes at 2:6: whoever believes in him “will not be put to shame.”

Hosea 1:6-10; 2:23: Names Reversed

The prophet's marriage becomes a living parable: children named for judgment, then renamed for 
mercy. “And I will say to Not my people, ‘You are my people’; and he shall say, ‘You are my God’” (Hos 
2:23).

Voices of the Church

Voices of the Church

St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430), The City of God, Book XX, Chapter 10

St. Augustine teaches that all Christians are called priests because they are members of the one Priest, 
Christ, just as all are called anointed ones because of the mystical chrism; and yet the Church still 
properly calls her bishops and presbyters priests in a distinct sense. Roughly eleven centuries before the 
Reformation debates, the common and ministerial priesthoods stood side by side in the Church's 
greatest doctor without any sense of rivalry.

Voices of the Church

St. Cyril of Jerusalem (d. 386), Mystagogical Catecheses 5
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Instructing the newly baptized on the Mass, St. Cyril tells them that at Communion they hear the 
chanter invite them with Psalm 34: taste and see that the Lord is good. The verse Peter cites at 2:3 was 
already the Church's Communion song in the fourth century, and the Fathers heard “you have tasted” as 
more than a metaphor.

Voices of the Church

St. Bede the Venerable (673-735), Commentary on the Catholic Epistles, on 1 Peter 2

St. Bede reads the living stones as the faithful made alive by union with the living Stone, each squared 
and set by trials and teaching into the one temple whose foundation is Christ. A stone outside the 
building, he notes in substance, serves no purpose; the dignity of the stone is its place in the structure. 
Private, unattached Christianity is foreign to the letter's whole image.

Catechism Connection

CCC 1268. By baptism the faithful “have become living stones to be built into a spiritual house, to be a 
holy priesthood,” sharing in Christ's priestly, prophetic, and royal offices. The Catechism quotes this 
very passage.

CCC 1546-1547. The whole Church is a priestly people through baptism; the ministerial priesthood 
differs essentially from the common priesthood while being ordered to it, because it confers a sacred 
power for the service of the faithful. Both participate, each in its own way, in the one priesthood of 
Christ.

CCC 782-786. The People of God: a chosen race, royal priesthood, holy nation, sharing Christ's offices of 
priest, prophet, and king.

Thread Watch

1. Royal priesthood in action. The priestly job description of 2:9 (“declare the wonderful deeds”) is 
exercised in 3:15's defense of hope (Session Six) and 4:10-11's stewardship of gifts (Session Seven).

2. Common and ministerial. Tonight establishes the common priesthood; Session Eight (5:1-4, the 
elders) supplies the ordered ministry within it. Do not front-load Session Eight's material.

3. Rejection as pattern. The rejected-stone motif prepares the suffering theology of Sessions Four 
and Seven: if the cornerstone was rejected, the stones will be too.

Session Goals for the Leader

1.  Let the group watch Peter learn his exegesis from Jesus (Mt 21:42) and reuse it (Acts 4:11).
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2.  Have participants discover Exodus 19:5-6 as the principal source of the titles in 2:9, noting that 
chosen race and the call to declare God's deeds come from Isaiah 43:20-21.

3.  Run the priesthood steelman honestly: build the strongest “no ministerial priesthood” case before 
testing it.

4.  Land the personal weight of 2:10 on anyone who has ever felt like a nobody.

Leader Note

Time frame: 75 to 90 minutes. If time runs short, Q2 and the Psalm 34 Dig Deeper are the cuts; never cut 
the Exodus 19 discovery in Q6 or the steelman chain in Q7-Q8.

Discussion Guide
Session Three  •  Living Stones, Royal Priesthood  •  1 Peter 2:1-10

Opening Prayer

Opening Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, living Stone rejected by men and precious to the Father, build us tonight. Square what is 
crooked in us, set us where you want us in your house, and teach us the priesthood you gave us in 
baptism. Amen.

Win: Gathering In

  

◆Have you ever been passed over, cut from a team, rejected from a school or job, left out, and later 

realized the rejection redirected you somewhere better? What did that feel like at the time?

  

◆When you hear the word “priest,” what image comes to mind first? Where do you think that image 

came from?

Build: Working the Text

Leader Note
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One-minute recap: identity (Session One), then holiness flowing from ransom (Session Two). Tonight: 
what we are together. Ask, wait, let the group work, then confirm.

Movement One: Crave the Milk (2:1-3)

Read: 1 Peter 2:1-3   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q1.  Peter says to put away “all malice and all guile and insincerity and envy and all slander,” and 

instead to crave “pure spiritual milk” like newborns. Notice every vice on that list. What do they all 
have in common, and why would they be the first things to starve a newborn Church?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Every one is a sin against community: malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, slander all poison relationships 
between believers. A newborn craves one thing with total honesty; a community full of guile craves 
appearances. Peter's growth formula is appetite plus honesty: crave the pure word the way an infant 
craves milk, and drop the social poisons that kill the appetite. Worth asking privately: what dulls my 
appetite for God is usually not doubt but one of these five.

Dig Deeper

Verse 3 quotes Psalm 34:8, “O taste and see that the Lord is good.” By the fourth century that psalm was 
the Church's Communion chant; St. Cyril of Jerusalem taught the newly baptized to hear it as they 
approached the Eucharist. Peter's audience of new converts “tasted” the Lord's kindness in word and 
sacrament together. Psalm 34 will return in Session Five, where Peter quotes it at length; it is quietly the 
psalm of this whole letter.

Movement Two: The Stone the Builders Rejected (2:4-8)

Read: 1 Peter 2:4-8   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q2.  Verse 4 calls Christ “a living stone, rejected by men but in God's sight chosen and precious.” Peter 

then quotes three Old Testament stone passages in a row (2:6-8). Where did Peter learn to read the 
“rejected stone” as Jesus? Check Matthew 21:42 and then Acts 4:11: who taught the lesson, and where 
did Peter first repeat it?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Jesus taught it, quoting Psalm 118:22 against the chief priests at the end of the parable of the wicked 
tenants, with Peter standing there (Mt 21:42). Peter repeated it under arrest, to the very court that 
condemned Jesus: “This is the stone which was rejected by you builders” (Acts 4:11). Tonight you are 
reading an apostle reuse the Bible study he got from Jesus himself. That is how Tradition works: a living 
hand-off of how to read the Scriptures, not a private discovery.

Q3.  The same stone is “precious” to believers (2:7) and “a stone that will make men stumble” to those 
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who disobey (2:8). Same stone, opposite experiences. What does that tell you about the popular idea 
that Jesus can be politely ignored, neither built on nor tripped over?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

The image rules out neutrality. A cornerstone in your path is either the thing you build your whole 
structure against or the thing you fall over; it does not move. People do not stumble over ideas they can 
shrug at; they stumble over claims that stand in the road. The world's rejection of Christ is therefore not 
evidence against him; rejection was the prophesied signature of the true cornerstone. Expect the same 
physics for the stones as for the Stone, which is where this letter is headed in the suffering chapters.

Q4.  Verse 5: “Like living stones be yourselves built into a spiritual house.” Work the image. What can a 

stone do on its own, apart from the building? And what does it mean that the verb is passive, “be 
built”?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Alone, a stone is rubble; its dignity is its place in a structure, load-bearing, joined to other stones, 
aligned to the cornerstone. And we do not build ourselves in; we are built, by the Architect. This is 
Peter's answer to freelance spirituality (“spiritual but not part of anything”): the temple where God now 
dwells is a people, and a stone that refuses placement refuses the whole point of being stone. The 
Church is not an optional accessory to a personal faith; it is what the faith builds.

Movement Three: The Titles at Sinai (2:9-10)

Read: 1 Peter 2:9-10   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q5.  Read verse 9 slowly and list the four titles Peter gives his readers. Remember who these people are: 

mostly Gentile ex-pagans in the backwaters of Asia Minor. What is shocking about giving these titles 
to them?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Chosen race, royal priesthood, holy nation, God's own people: every one is Israel's title, forged in the 
Exodus. Peter hands Israel's crown jewels to Gentile converts the empire considered nobodies. The 
Church does not think of herself as a new religion; she is the people of God opened to all nations in the 
Messiah, continuous with Israel's story and vocation.

Q6.  Now find the source. Turn to Exodus 19:3-6 and read it aloud. Where is God, to whom is he 

speaking, and which of Peter's titles do you find already there? What was the whole nation's job in 
that verse?

Leader Note

The discovery moment. If the group stalls: what two titles appear in Exodus 19:6, and what does a priest 
do that a private citizen does not?
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ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

At Sinai, before the covenant is sealed, God tells all Israel through Moses: “you shall be to me a kingdom 
of priests and a holy nation” (Ex 19:6). The whole nation was to be priestly, set apart for God in the midst 
of all the earth, which is his; Israel's vocation has traditionally been understood as priestly toward the 
nations, mediating God's blessing outward. Peter's 2:9 is Sinai republished for the Church, and the 
explicit job description, “that you may declare the wonderful deeds of him who called you out of 
darkness,” is Peter's own addition, echoing Isaiah 43:21. A priest offers sacrifice and represents God to 
the world; by baptism, that is now your title and your job (CCC 1268).

Building the Question: Does Everyone-a-Priest Mean No Priests?

Leader Note

Steelman chain. Build the strongest Reformation reading before pressing it. Warm tone; many of the 
group's friends and families hold this sincerely, and there is real common ground: the common priesthood 
itself.

Q7.  Many Christians argue from 2:5 and 2:9 that the New Testament knows only one shared 
priesthood: Christ is the one mediator whose sacrifice is once for all, the sacrifices Christians offer are 
spiritual, and the New Testament never calls its ordained ministers priests. On this view pastors and 
elders exercise a real ministry of preaching and shepherding, but there is no 

separate sacrificing priesthood. Build that case as strongly as you can from tonight's passage. What 
supports it?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

A strong case: Peter addresses the whole community as “a holy priesthood” offering “spiritual sacrifices” 
(2:5) with no mention of any clerical class in the passage; the sacrifices named are spiritual, not ritual; 
Christ is the one mediator (1 Tim 2:5), and his sacrifice is complete and unrepeatable; and the New 
Testament reserves the word priest for Christ and for the whole people, never for its ordained ministers 
as such. On this reading ordained ministry is real and God-given, but it is ministry, not a distinct 
sacerdotal priesthood. State it that fairly; steel, not straw.

Q8.  Now press it with Peter's own source. In Exodus 19:6 the entire nation is named “a kingdom of 

priests.” Did Israel therefore have no ministerial priests? What existed alongside the national 
priesthood, and did the Old Testament treat the two as rivals? Then look ahead one clue: whom does 
Peter address by office in 1 Peter 5:1-2?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Israel's national priesthood coexisted for centuries with the ordained priesthood of Aaron's line, with 
the Levites consecrated to assist it; the same Torah proclaims both, and neither cancels the other. Peter 
quotes the national text while himself exhorting “the elders among you... Tend the flock of God” (5:1-2), 
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an ordered ministry within the priestly people, which we will study in Session Eight. The Catholic 
grammar is the Bible's grammar: the common priesthood of all the baptized is gloriously real, and the 
ministerial priesthood serves it rather than competes with it; the two “differ essentially” yet are ordered 
to each other (CCC 1547). And the Catholic claim does not add a second sacrifice beside Christ's: the 
ministerial priest offers no new sacrifice but makes Christ's one sacrifice present, acting in the person of 
the one Priest, so the one mediator objection is answered rather than dodged. St. Augustine held both in 
one sentence sixteen centuries ago: all are priests as members of the one Priest, and the Church's 
ordained are priests in a distinct sense (City of God XX.10).

Q9.  Verse 10, from Hosea: “Once you were no people but now you are God's people; once you had not 

received mercy but now you have received mercy.” Hosea named his own children Not-Pitied and 
Not-My-People as a living prophecy of judgment, then God promised to reverse the names. Why does 
Peter end the Church's grandest paragraph on this note, and to whom in your life is this verse 
addressed?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Because every title in 2:9 is mercy, not merit. The paragraph could breed pride; Hosea's reversal 
grounds it in grace: you were a nobody, and God renamed you. Anyone who has felt like Not-My-People, 
unwanted, unpitied, disqualified by their past, is precisely whom this verse targets. The Church is a 
nation of renamed nobodies, which is why she can never be a club of the qualified.

Send: Carrying It Out

  

◆Your priestly job description is 2:9: “declare the wonderful deeds of him who called you out of 

darkness.” What is one wonderful deed God has done in your life, and who in your world has never 
heard you declare it?

  

◆What would change this week if you treated your prayer, work, and frustrations as “spiritual 

sacrifices” to be offered, priest-style, rather than burdens to be endured?

Live It This Week

This week: (1) Memorize 1 Peter 2:9. (2) Each morning, offer the day as a priest: one sentence placing 
your work, prayers, joys, and sufferings on the altar with Christ's sacrifice. (3) Declare one wonderful 
deed of God out loud to one person. (4) Read Hosea 2:14-23 and hear your own renaming.

Closing Prayer

Father, you called us out of darkness into your marvelous light and made us a royal priesthood in your 
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Son. Build us into your house, teach us to offer everything we are, and give us voices to declare your deeds. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Scripture Memory

“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, that you may 
declare the wonderful deeds of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light”  (1 Peter 
2:9, RSV2CE)

Leader Reference Card
Every passage used or referenced in this session

Primary text

1 Peter 2:1-10 (movements: 1-3, 4-8, 9-10)

Discovery passages (read aloud in session)

Exodus 19:3-6 (kingdom of priests; principal source of 2:9)

Matthew 21:42 and Acts 4:11 (Jesus teaches, Peter reuses, Psalm 118:22)

Leader background and Dig Deeper

Isaiah 28:16; Psalm 118:22; Isaiah 8:14 (the three stone texts)

Psalm 34:8 (tasted, 2:3); Hosea 1:6-10; 2:23 (renaming, 2:10); Romans 9:25-26

Isaiah 43:20-21 (chosen race, declare his praise; background to 2:9)

Matthew 16:18 (Peter the rock); 1 Timothy 2:5 (one mediator, for the steelman)

1 Peter 5:1-2 (elders; the press in Q8, full treatment Session Eight)

Threads

Priestly job (2:9) exercised at 3:15 (Session Six) and 4:10-11 (Session Seven)

Rejected-stone pattern prepares Sessions Four and Seven; elders resolve Session Eight

Catechism

CCC 782-786; 1268; 1546-1547
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A LIVING HOPE
A Catholic Journey Through the Letters of Saint Peter

Session Four

Aliens on Mission: The Suffering Servant
1 Peter 2:11-25

“For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, 

that you should follow in his steps”

1 Peter 2:21  (RSV2CE)

Saint Joseph Parish, Springfield, Nebraska

Leader Preparation Guide
For the facilitator only. Not for distribution.

Session Overview

The letter now turns from identity to strategy: how do exiles actually live in a society that 
misunderstands and maligns them? Peter's answer is neither withdrawal nor assault but attractive 
integrity: “Maintain good conduct among the Gentiles, so that... they may see your good deeds and 
glorify God” (2:12). He works it out in the hardest cases, subjection to a pagan state (under Nero!) and 
slaves under unjust masters, and then grounds the whole ethic in the deepest place possible: the 
Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53, whom Peter watched suffer with his own eyes. The session's discovery is 
the Isaiah 53 mosaic hidden in 2:22-25.

The Discovery Aim. Participants should be able to say: my conduct is apologetics before my arguments 
are; honoring authority is a Christian act that has a limit, and Peter himself marked the limit (Acts 
5:29); and when Peter describes Christ's suffering he is quoting Isaiah 53 nearly line by line, because the 
crucifixion was the Servant Song performed.

The Catholic Touchstone. Witness by works precedes and empowers witness by words 
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(evangelization's first language is conduct); legitimate authority binds in conscience but never against 
God's law; and Christ's Passion is both atonement (“he himself bore our sins”) and example (“leaving 
you an example”), never one without the other.

What You Need to Know

The Mission Statement of the Letter (2:11-12)

“Aliens and exiles” (RSV2CE) picks up 1:1 and Psalm 39:12. The strategy verse is 2:12: live so beautifully 
that slander dies of starvation and slanderers end up glorifying God “on the day of visitation.” This is 
Jesus' own missionary method (“let your light so shine... that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father,” Mt 5:16) and the engine of the Church's growth in a hostile empire. It will return 
at 3:1 (unbelieving husbands “won without a word”) and 3:15-16 (defense with gentleness, keeping 
conscience clear). For a group interested in evangelizing friends and family, 2:12 is the master key: 
credibility precedes persuasion.

Be Subject, Under Nero (2:13-17)

“Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme...” 
The emperor is Nero, who will soon execute the author. Peter is not naive; he is theological. Government 
as such is God's provision for order (cf. Rom 13:1-7), and Christians honor it “for the Lord's sake,” not 
because rulers deserve it. But keep Acts 5:29 in your pocket for Q4: when the Sanhedrin ordered Peter to 
stop preaching Christ, he answered, “We must obey God rather than men.” The same apostle wrote both 
sentences, so they must fit: honor always, cooperate broadly, but obedience stops where sin begins (CCC 
2242). Verse 17's four commands are a masterpiece of calibration: “Honor all men. Love the brotherhood. 
Fear God. Honor the emperor.” The emperor gets honor, the same as everyone; only God gets fear.

Servants Under Unjust Masters (2:18-20)

Peter addresses household servants, many of whom were converts whose masters were not. Handle this 
with care and honesty: (1) Peter is giving survival-and-witness counsel to people with no lawful exit of 
their own choosing, not endorsing the institution; the gospel's leaven (“neither slave nor free,” Gal 3:28; 
Philemon) would in time crack slavery's foundations. (2) The principle Peter extracts is universal: 
unjust suffering, borne with grace and “mindful of God,” has God's approval (charis, 2:19-20). (3) This 
text does not counsel anyone to remain in abuse; enduring what cannot yet be escaped is not the same 
as declining rescue that is available. Say this plainly if the question arises.

The Servant Song Performed (2:21-25)

Verses 22-25 are a mosaic of Isaiah 53: “he committed no sin; no guile was found on his lips” (Is 53:9), 
“he himself bore our sins” (53:11-12), “by his wounds you have been healed” (53:5), “you were straying 
like sheep” (53:6). Peter watched the Passion begin with his own eyes, from the high priest's courtyard, 
mid-denial, and when he finally describes Christ's suffering, he does so almost entirely in Isaiah's 
borrowed words, as if the prophecy said it better than memory could. Two more notes: “when he was 
reviled, he did not revile in return” (2:23) may carry Peter's own memory of the courtyard, where he 
denied his Lord with oaths and called down a curse (Mk 14:71); and “the Shepherd and Guardian 
(episkopos) of your souls” (2:25) quietly introduces the shepherd theme that crowns the letter in 5:1-4.
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Old Testament Roots and Fulfillment

Isaiah 52:13-53:12: The Suffering Servant

The fourth Servant Song: despised, rejected, silent before shearers, wounded for our transgressions, 
numbered with transgressors, making many righteous. This is tonight's discovery text (Q6): the group 
reads Isaiah 53:4-12 and hunts Peter's borrowed phrases. It is also the passage the Ethiopian eunuch was 
reading when Philip found him (Acts 8:32-35), the Old Testament's clearest window into the Cross.

Psalm 39:12 and Genesis 23:4: The Resident Alien

“Aliens and exiles” (paroikous kai parepidēmous) echoes Abraham's self-description in Genesis 23:4 and 
the psalmist's “I am your passing guest.” God's people have always been resident aliens: in the land, 
contributing, honoring, yet citizens of somewhere else.

Voices of the Church

Voices of the Church St. Justin Martyr (d. c. 165), First Apology 17

Addressing the emperor himself, St. Justin explains that Christians, taught by Christ, pay taxes more 
readily than anyone and pray for rulers, worshiping God alone but gladly serving the empire in 
everything else. It is 1 Peter 2:13-17 turned into public policy: maximal cooperation, bounded worship. 
He sealed the argument with his blood under Marcus Aurelius.

Voices of the Church

St. Ignatius of Antioch (d. c. 107), Letter to the Romans

Traveling under guard to his execution, St. Ignatius begs the Roman Christians not to rescue him: allow 
me to be an imitator of the passion of my God. His plea is 1 Peter 2:21 lived out: Christ's suffering is not 
only a payment to admire but a path to walk, and he counted following in those steps the completion of 
his discipleship.

Voices of the Church

St. Polycarp of Smyrna (d. c. 155), Martyrdom of Polycarp 8-10

Standing before the proconsul, St. Polycarp says Christians are taught to render honor to rulers and 
authorities appointed by God, so far as it does no harm to the soul, yet he will not call Caesar lord or 
curse Christ. The old bishop states 1 Peter's balance in one breath: honor the emperor, fear God, and 
know exactly where the line runs.

Catechism Connection
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CCC 618. The Cross is the unique sacrifice of Christ, yet he calls his disciples to take up their cross and 
follow him, and the Catechism quotes 1 Peter 2:21: he suffered for us, leaving us an example that we 
should follow in his steps.

CCC 1899-1900. Legitimate authority is required by the moral order and derives from God; those subject 
to it should regard those in authority with respect and, insofar as it is deserved, with gratitude.

CCC 2242. The citizen is obliged in conscience not to follow civil directives contrary to the moral order: 
“We must obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). Peter's own words supply the Catechism's limit.

Thread Watch

1. Witness by conduct (2:12). Returns at 3:1-2 (a husband won without a word, Session Five) and 
3:15-16 (defense joined to behavior, Session Six).

2. Suffering thread deepens. Session One planted fire that refines; tonight adds the pattern 
(Christ's steps); Session Seven brings the fiery ordeal itself.

3. Shepherd and Guardian (2:25). The shepherd motif surfaces here and crowns the letter at 5:1-4 
(Session Eight). Plant it lightly; do not develop it.

Session Goals for the Leader

1.  Establish 2:12 as the group's evangelization strategy: conduct that makes slander implausible.

2.  Hold honor and limit together: subjection for the Lord's sake, bounded by Acts 5:29, from the 
same apostle.

3.  Let the group discover the Isaiah 53 mosaic in 2:22-25 phrase by phrase.

4.  Handle the servants passage with historical honesty and pastoral clarity about abuse.

Leader Note

Time frame: 75 to 90 minutes. If time runs short, Q3 and the Dig Deeper are the cuts; never cut the Isaiah 
53 discovery in Q6.

Discussion Guide
Session Four  •  Aliens on Mission  •  1 Peter 2:11-25

Opening Prayer
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Opening Prayer

Lord Jesus, Suffering Servant, you were reviled and did not revile in return; you trusted the Father who 
judges justly. Teach us tonight to live among our neighbors so honestly and so beautifully that our lives 
make your gospel plausible. By your wounds, heal us. Amen.

Win: Gathering In

  

◆Think of someone whose sheer decency, at work, at school, in your family, made you take their beliefs 

seriously. What was it about how they lived?

  

◆When you're criticized unfairly, what is your honest first instinct: fire back, go silent, plot the 

comeback speech, or something else?

Build: Working the Text

Leader Note

One-minute recap: we are living stones with a priestly job, to declare God's deeds. Tonight: the strategy for 
doing that in a society that distrusts us. Ask, wait, work, confirm.

Movement One: The Strategy (2:11-12)

Read: 1 Peter 2:11-12   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q1.  Verse 12 assumes the Gentiles are already speaking against Christians “as wrongdoers.” Notice 

Peter's counter-strategy. What is it not (no lawsuits, no boycotts, no louder arguments), and what is 
it? Where have you seen this actually work?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

The strategy is conduct so plainly good that the slander loses its audience: “they may see your good 
deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.” It is Jesus' own method: “let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father” (Mt 5:16). Peter does not forbid 
answering critics (3:15 will require it); he sequences it: credibility first, then words. Arguments open 
minds; lives open hearts.
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Q2.  Verse 11 says the war that matters is internal first: “abstain from the passions of the flesh that wage 

war against your soul.” Why must the exile win the inner war before the outer witness works? What 
happens to a Christian's public case when the private life contradicts it?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

The witness is the life; a divided life testifies against itself, and the world has a flawless radar for 
hypocrisy. Peter's word picture is military: disordered desires are not quirks but combatants waging 
war on the soul. Holiness (Session Two) is therefore not private self-improvement; it is the supply line 
of mission. The most evangelistic thing most of us will do this year is quietly become more like Christ 
where people can see it.

Movement Two: Honor and Its Limit (2:13-17)

Read: 1 Peter 2:13-17   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q3.  Verse 17 gives four rapid commands: “Honor all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the 

emperor.” Compare the verbs carefully. What does the emperor get, what does he not get, and who 
alone gets it? What was radical about that sentence in Nero's empire?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

The emperor gets honor, exactly what “all men” get, no more; only God gets fear. In an empire drifting 
toward emperor-worship, that calibration was quietly revolutionary: Christians would be the best of 
citizens and the worst of idolaters. Notice too the middle command: the brotherhood gets love, a deeper 
bond than civic honor. Peter ranks our loyalties in one line: God above all, the Church as family, every 
human being honored, rulers respected within that order.

Q4.  Peter says “be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution” (2:13). Yet this same Peter, 

ordered by the authorities to stop preaching Christ, answered: “We must obey God rather than men” 
(Acts 5:29). Read that verse. How do both sentences fit in one apostle's mind? Where exactly is the 
line?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

They fit because subjection is “for the Lord's sake”: God stands behind legitimate authority, so the 
Christian honors it, and God stands above all authority, so when a command requires sin, obedience to 
God overrides. Honor is unconditional; obedience is bounded by God's law. The Catechism draws the line 
with Peter's own words (CCC 2242). Practically: Christians pay taxes, obey just laws, and serve honestly, 
and refuse the state or the boss or the culture the moment they demand what belongs to God.

Q5.  Verses 18-20 address household servants, some under “overbearing” masters, and say that enduring 

unjust suffering “mindful of God” has God's approval. Read it honestly: what is Peter doing for 
people with no legal exit, and what is he not doing? What must this text never be used to say?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)
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He is dignifying the powerless: giving people the empire counted as property a way to make even their 
suffering meaningful, joined to Christ's, and evangelistically potent. He is not endorsing slavery; the 
gospel he preaches (“neither slave nor free,” Gal 3:28) planted the charge that would eventually blow the 
institution apart. And this text must never be used to tell anyone to remain in abuse: enduring what 
cannot yet be escaped is not the same as refusing rescue that exists. Wherever a door out of injustice 
stands open, taking it is fully compatible with this passage.

Movement Three: In His Steps (2:21-25)

Read: 1 Peter 2:21-25   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q6.  Peter now describes Christ's Passion, and almost every phrase is borrowed. Turn to Isaiah 53:4-12 

and read it aloud. Hunt in pairs: how many of Peter's phrases in 2:22-25 can you trace to Isaiah? List 
them.

Leader Note

The discovery moment; give it a full ten minutes. Matches to surface: no sin / no guile in his mouth (Is 
53:9 = 2:22); bore our sins (53:11-12 = 2:24); by his wounds healed (53:5 = 2:24); straying like sheep (53:6 = 
2:25). If they stall, assign each pair one verse of Peter to trace.

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Nearly all of it: “committed no sin, no guile was found on his lips” (Is 53:9); “he himself bore our sins” 
(53:11-12); “by his wounds you have been healed” (53:5); “you were straying like sheep” (53:6). Peter, 
who stood in the high priest's courtyard as the Passion began, describes it in Isaiah's words written 
centuries before, as if to say: what I watched that day was the Servant Song performed. The Cross was 
not Plan B; it was the script fulfilled.

Q7.  Verse 23: “When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten; 

but he trusted to him who judges justly.” Now remember where Peter was during those hours, and 
what he was doing with his own mouth (Mark 14:66-72). What does it cost Peter to write this verse, 
and what hope does that give the rest of us?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Peter was in the courtyard cursing and swearing, “I do not know this man,” while Jesus stood silent 
under revilement inside the same house. The man who failed the test describes the One who passed it, 
not from a pedestal but from inside forgiveness. That is why this letter can call Christ's Passion an 
“example... that you should follow in his steps” (2:21) without crushing us: the author himself stepped 
out of the footprints, was restored (Jn 21), and now walks them to his own cross. Failure disqualifies no 
one whom Christ restores.

Q8.  Verse 24 holds two things in one sentence: “he himself bore our sins in his body on the tree” and 
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“that we might die to sin and live to righteousness.” Some Christians emphasize only the first (Christ 
in my place) and treat the second as optional. What happens to the gospel if you cut either half 
away?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Cut the first and the Cross becomes mere moral example, powerless to atone; cut the second and it 
becomes a transaction that changes my record but not my life. Peter refuses the split: the Passion is 
substitution and transformation, atonement that heals (“by his wounds you have been healed”). The 
Catholic instinct is always both: what Christ did for us he also does in us, or it has not yet had its way.

Send: Carrying It Out

  

◆Who in your world is currently “speaking against” the faith, or against you for holding it? What single 

change in your conduct this month would do more than any argument you could make?

  

◆Where are you suffering something you did not deserve? What would it look like this week to carry it 

“in his steps”: without reviling, without threatening, entrusting yourself to the One who judges 
justly?

Live It This Week

This week: (1) Memorize 1 Peter 2:21. (2) Read Isaiah 52:13-53:12 straight through once, slowly, as an 
eyewitness account. (3) Choose one relationship where you have been returning fire, and for seven days 
answer revilement with silence and a prayer. (4) Do one visibly excellent, uncomplaining piece of work 
for someone who has been unfair to you.

Closing Prayer

Father, your Son bore our sins in his body on the tree and left us footprints through the world's unfairness. 
Heal us by his wounds, return us to the Shepherd and Guardian of our souls, and make our conduct 
among unbelievers so good that slander starves and you are glorified. Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Scripture Memory

“For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you 
should follow in his steps”  (1 Peter 2:21, RSV2CE)

Leader Reference Card
Every passage used or referenced in this session

Primary text

1 Peter 2:11-25 (movements: 11-12, 13-20, 21-25)

Discovery passages (read aloud in session)

Isaiah 53:4-12 (the mosaic behind 2:22-25); Acts 5:29 (the limit of subjection)

Leader background and Dig Deeper

Matthew 5:16 (light before men); Romans 13:1-7 (parallel on authority)

Mark 14:66-72 (the courtyard); John 21 (restoration); Galatians 3:28; Philemon (leaven against 
slavery)

Acts 8:32-35 (the eunuch reading Isaiah 53); Genesis 23:4; Psalm 39:12 (resident aliens)

Threads

Conduct-witness (2:12) returns at 3:1-2 and 3:15-16; shepherd (2:25) crowns 5:1-4

Suffering: 1:6-7 (fire) to 2:21 (steps) to 4:12-19 (ordeal, Session Seven)

Catechism

CCC 618; 1899-1900; 2242
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A LIVING HOPE
A Catholic Journey Through the Letters of Saint Peter

Session Five

The Hidden Heart of the Household
1 Peter 3:1-12

“Let it be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable jewel of a gentle and quiet spirit, 

which in God's sight is very precious”

1 Peter 3:4  (RSV2CE)

Saint Joseph Parish, Springfield, Nebraska

Leader Preparation Guide
For the facilitator only. Not for distribution.

Session Overview

Peter brings the exile strategy home, literally: into marriages where one spouse believes and the other 
does not, and then into the community's life together. The famous counsel to wives (3:1-6) is 2:12 applied 
to the hardest mission field on earth, the other side of your own kitchen table: a husband who “does not 
obey the word” may be “won without a word” by his wife's conduct. The counsel to husbands (3:7) was 
the more shocking verse in the first century: honor her, for she is a “joint heir of the grace of life,” and 
your prayers depend on it. The section closes with Peter's community rule (3:8-12), sealed by a long 
quotation of Psalm 34, the letter's own psalm. Prepare for this session with extra pastoral care; marriage 
passages carry live wires.

The Discovery Aim. Participants should be able to say: the household codes are mission strategy for 
mixed marriages, not a ranking of worth; “joint heirs of the grace of life” grants husband and wife 
identical supernatural dignity; true adornment is character, the one beauty that does not depreciate; 
and blessing-for-reviling (3:9) is the family resemblance of people called to inherit a blessing.
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The Catholic Touchstone. The equal personal dignity of man and woman (CCC 2334); marriage as a 
path of mutual sanctification and the home as domestic church; and the witness of a hidden, interior life 
over against a culture of curated appearances.

What You Need to Know

Reading Household Codes Honestly

First-century household codes (cf. Eph 5, Col 3) addressed the real social unit of the ancient world. 
Peter's version is distinctive in two ways: he writes primarily to believers in mixed households, where a 
wife's conversion without her husband's was itself socially scandalous (a Roman wife was expected to 
adopt her husband's gods), and he addresses wives and servants directly as moral agents, which pagan 
codes rarely bothered to do. “Be submissive” (hypotassomenai) is the ordered-love word of 2:13, not an 
inferiority word; the very next clause gives it a missionary purpose (“so that some... may be won”). 
Three guardrails to state plainly if needed: submission here is voluntary, ordered to Christ, and never 
obedience to sin (Acts 5:29 governs the home as much as the state); verse 7 explodes any reading of 
female inferiority (“joint heirs”); and nothing here counsels remaining in abuse. A wife's safety is not a 
lesser good than her witness.

Won Without a Word (3:1-2)

This is the conduct-thread of 2:12 at maximum intensity: the person watching your life is the person 
who shares your bed and knows all your inconsistencies. “Won” (kerdēthēsontai) is mission vocabulary, 
the same verb Paul uses for winning people to Christ (1 Cor 9:19-22). Peter is not silencing women; he is 
observing that in this one relationship, words have usually been spent, and reverent, fearless conduct 
(3:2, 6) preaches at a frequency arguments cannot reach. Church history's supreme case study is St. 
Monica, whose decades of patient conduct and tears won both her pagan husband Patricius and, with St. 
Ambrose's help, her wayward son Augustine.

The Imperishable Jewel (3:3-6)

Peter contrasts outward adornment (braided hair, gold, robes: the status display of wealthy Roman 
women) with “the hidden person of the heart... a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very 
precious.” Note his economics: “imperishable” links back to 1:4 and 1:23; character is the one adornment 
in the letter's imperishable category. This is not a dress code (the logic would equally forbid the robes); 
it is a value inversion with obvious purchase on a generation curating itself for screens. “Quiet” 
(hēsychios) describes tranquility of spirit, not silence; the same word describes the life all Christians 
should aim at (1 Tim 2:2). Sarah is the model, and her daughters are those who “do right and let nothing 
terrify you” (3:6): the submission Peter praises is fearless, chosen, and hopeful (“holy women who 
hoped in God,” 3:5), nothing like servility.

Husbands: The Shocking Verse (3:7)

One verse for husbands, and every clause countercultural: live “considerately” (literally, according to 
knowledge: study her); “bestowing honor” (the verb of courtly deference, aimed down the Roman power 
gradient); “the weaker sex” (RSV2CE) is best understood in its ancient setting as naming comparative 
physical strength and social vulnerability, and Peter draws the opposite of Rome's inference: greater 
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vulnerability calls for greater honor, never lesser worth; “joint heirs of the grace of life” grants identical 
supernatural standing; and “that your prayers may not be hindered” wires a man's prayer line directly 
through how he treats his wife. God takes her side. Pagan moralists could praise marital concord, but 
Peter's grounding of a husband's honor in a shared inheritance of grace, with his prayers accountable to 
his tenderness, is strikingly without parallel.

The Community Rule and Psalm 34 (3:8-12)

Five community virtues (unity, sympathy, love of the brethren, tenderness, humility), then the family 
policy: “Do not return evil for evil or reviling for reviling; but on the contrary bless... that you may 
obtain a blessing.” Peter seals it with Psalm 34:12-16 quoted at length. He has already quoted this psalm 
at 2:3 (“tasted”); it is the letter's psalm: the prayer of the poor man whom the Lord hears, delivered from 
all his fears. The discovery in Q8 sends the group into the whole psalm to find both quotations.

Old Testament Roots and Fulfillment

Psalm 34: The Letter's Psalm

A psalm of David, delivered from danger: “I sought the LORD, and he answered me, and delivered me 
from all my fears” (34:4). Peter quotes verse 8 at 2:3 and verses 12-16 at 3:10-12. Its theme, the righteous 
sufferer whom God hears and vindicates, is the theme of 1 Peter entire.

Genesis 18:12 and the Matriarchs

Sarah “obeyed Abraham, calling him lord” (3:6, echoing Gen 18:12). Peter cites the matriarch of the 
covenant, a woman of famous initiative and strength (see Gen 21:12, where God tells Abraham to do as 
Sarah says), as the pattern of fearless, hopeful fidelity. “Holy women who hoped in God” (3:5) frames the 
Old Testament's women as models of the letter's central virtue: hope.

Voices of the Church

Voices of the Church

St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430), Confessions, Book IX

St. Augustine writes that his mother, St. Monica, served her hot-tempered pagan husband Patricius as 
her lord, and preached Christ to him by her conduct, by which God made her beautiful to her husband; 
toward the end of his life she won him for Christ. Augustine's account reads like a commentary on 1 
Peter 3:1-2 written from inside the household that proved it. Her patience did in decades what argument 
had not done in years.

Voices of the Church

St. John Chrysostom (d. 407), Homily 20 on Ephesians

The great preacher of Christian marriage tells husbands to prize their wives' love above everything in 
the house, to say to her that her love outweighs all possessions, and to make the home a little church 
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where Christ's love for the Church is painted in daily acts. His whole homily is 1 Peter 3:7 expanded: 
honor, knowledge, and tenderness as a husband's daily liturgy.

Voices of the Church

St. Francis de Sales (1567-1622), Introduction to the Devout Life, Part III

The Doctor of gentleness teaches that nothing is so strong as true meekness, and nothing so gentle as 
real strength; the devout soul corrects and endures with a calm that no provocation can rent. His 
counsel is the “gentle and quiet spirit” of 3:4 turned into a rule of life for laypeople in ordinary 
households, which is precisely where Peter aims it.

Catechism Connection

CCC 2334. “In creating men ‘male and female,’ God gives man and woman an equal personal dignity.” 
The doctrinal floor under this whole session; 3:7's “joint heirs” is its Petrine statement.

CCC 1656-1657. The family as ecclesia domestica, the domestic church, where the baptismal priesthood 
of parents and children is exercised in daily fidelity. Peter's household code is the domestic church 
under construction in hostile territory.

CCC 1642 and 1615. Christ dwells with Christian spouses and gives them strength to follow him, 
taking up their crosses, forgiving one another, and loving with supernatural, tender love. This 
is the proper grace of the sacrament, which belongs to a valid marriage of the baptized. The 
households of 1 Pet 3:1-2 and 1 Cor 7:12-16 (which pairs with tonight's text) often involve an 
unbaptized spouse, so the marriage is not yet sacramental; the believing spouse there still 
lives on real grace, the grace of baptism and of God's faithful help, and the Church prays that 
such a marriage may one day share the sacrament's full life.

Thread Watch

1. Conduct-witness reaches its sharpest case. 2:12's strategy, applied to marriage (3:1-2). Next 
session pairs it with its complement: words, “always be prepared to make a defense” (3:15). Neither 
replaces the other.

2. Blessing for reviling (3:9). Christ's pattern from 2:23, now made community policy; it returns 
as joy under the fiery ordeal in 4:12-14.

3. Imperishable (3:4). Third appearance of the letter's favorite adjective (1:4 inheritance, 1:23 seed, 
3:4 character). Worth one sentence aloud when it surfaces.

Session Goals for the Leader
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1.  Frame the household code as mission strategy and mutual sanctification, preempting the 
inferiority misreading with 3:7.

2.  Let the group feel the shock of 3:7 in its Roman context: honor aimed down the power gradient, 
prayers hostage to tenderness.

3.  Land the value inversion of 3:3-4 on a generation curating itself for screens.

4.  Send the group into Psalm 34 to discover it as the letter's own psalm.

Leader Note

Time frame: 75 to 90 minutes. Pastoral note: if anyone in the group is in a troubled or unsafe relationship, 
this session's guardrails matter more than its schedule. State plainly if needed: nothing in 1 Peter counsels 
remaining in abuse. If time runs short, Q2 and the Dig Deeper are the cuts; keep Q4, Q5, and the Psalm 34 
discovery.

Discussion Guide
Session Five  •  The Hidden Heart of the Household  •  1 Peter 3:1-12

Opening Prayer

Opening Prayer

Father, you see in secret. Form in us tonight the hidden person of the heart, the gentle and quiet spirit you 
call very precious. Bless our homes, our families, and the marriages represented and hoped for in this 
room, and make each of our households a small church. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Win: Gathering In

  

◆Who in your family, past or present, most shaped your picture of what faith looks like at home? What 

did they actually do?

  

◆We live in the most appearance-curated era in history. Honestly: how much of your week goes into 

how things look versus what they are?

Build: Working the Text
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Leader Note

One-minute recap: the exile strategy is conduct that makes the gospel plausible (2:12), grounded in the 
Servant's steps. Tonight Peter walks that strategy through the front door of the house. Ask, wait, work, 
confirm.

Movement One: Won Without a Word (3:1-6)

Read: 1 Peter 3:1-6   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q1.  Peter writes to wives whose husbands “do not obey the word,” and says such a husband may be 

“won without a word” by his wife's behavior. Picture that marriage honestly: why, in this one 
relationship, might conduct reach where words cannot? What has the husband already heard plenty 
of?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

He has heard the words; in a mixed marriage the arguments have usually been had, and repetition 
hardens rather than persuades. But conduct is unanswerable: reverent, fearless, patient love observed at 
close range for years is evidence a skeptic cannot cross-examine away. “Won” is mission vocabulary 
(Paul uses the same verb for winning people to Christ, 1 Cor 9:19-22). Peter is not silencing anyone; he is 
redeploying the strongest weapon in the house. This is 2:12 at maximum intensity: the watching Gentile 
is your own spouse.

Q2.  “Be submissive” raises every modern alarm. Test the misreading against the passage itself: what in 

verses 5-6 describes the spirit of these women (find the two key words), and what does verse 7 call 
the wife in relation to the grace of life? Can “inferior” survive those verses?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

It cannot. The women of verse 5 are defined by hope (“holy women who hoped in God”) and the 
daughters of Sarah by fearlessness (“let nothing terrify you,” 3:6); and verse 7 names the wife a “joint 
heir of the grace of life,” identical supernatural standing. The submission Peter praises is voluntary, 
ordered love within the household (the same word as 2:13), chosen by a free moral agent for Christ's 
sake and for mission. It is never obedience to sin, and it never means enduring abuse; ordered love and 
personal safety are not in competition. Equal dignity, differentiated self-gift: that is the Catholic 
grammar (CCC 2334).

Q3.  Verses 3-4 contrast braided hair, gold, and fine robes with “the hidden person of the heart... a gentle 

and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very precious.” Notice which adjective Peter attaches to this 
jewel: where have we met “imperishable” twice before in this letter? What is he claiming about 
character?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)
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The inheritance is imperishable (1:4) and the seed of new birth is imperishable (1:23); now character 
joins the category. Everything else on the adornment list depreciates: fashion dates, gold gets left 
behind, and every photo filter loses to time. A gentle and quiet spirit (tranquility, not silence) is the one 
beauty that compounds with age and crosses death. For a generation curating its image for screens, 
Peter's economics are surgical: you are investing most where value evaporates fastest, and least where 
God says “very precious.”

Movement Two: Husbands on Notice (3:7)

Read: 1 Peter 3:7   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q4.  One verse for husbands: two directives (live considerately, bestow honor) with their grounds and 
their consequence. Work each clause: what does living “considerately” 

(literally, according to knowledge) require of a man? Which direction does “bestowing honor” travel 
in a Roman household, and why is that shocking? And what does “joint heirs of the grace of life” 
settle?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

“According to knowledge” makes a wife a man's lifelong study: her fears, gifts, wounds, and hopes, 
learned, not assumed. “Bestowing honor” takes the deference Rome aimed up the power gradient and 
aims it down it, from the legally powerful party to the vulnerable one; “weaker” is most often 
understood in its ancient setting as comparative physical strength and social vulnerability, and Peter's 
inference is more honor, not less: vulnerability is a claim on protection and reverence. “Joint heirs” 
settles the dignity question forever: before God, identical inheritance. No pagan moralist grounded a 
husband's duty in shared heirship of divine grace and accountable prayer.

Q5.  The verse ends: “in order that your prayers may not be hindered.” Sit with that. What is God 

claiming about the connection between a man's treatment of his wife and his access to heaven? 
Whose side does that put God on in the household?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

God wires a husband's prayer line through his marriage: mistreat her, and heaven's phone goes to static. 
It is the strongest enforcement clause in the New Testament's household teaching, and it puts God 
squarely on the side of the one with less power. A man cannot be right with God while wronging his wife 
and refusing to repent of it; there is no private holiness that bypasses her. The principle generalizes: 
Jesus says leave your gift at the altar and be reconciled first (Mt 5:23-24). Worship and relationships are 
one circuit.

Movement Three: The Family Policy (3:8-12)

Read: 1 Peter 3:8-12   (from participants' own Bibles)
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Q6.  Verse 8 lists five community virtues: unity of spirit, sympathy, love of the brethren, a tender heart, 

and a humble mind. Which of the five is in shortest supply in your experience of Christian 
community, and what does its absence cost?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Let the group be honest; there is no single right answer. Note what the list has in common: all five are 
relational and all five are unglamorous; none will trend. Peter's community is built not on charisma but 
on tenderness and humility, the virtues that make a group safe enough to be real in. A study like this 
one lives or dies on verse 8.

Q7.  Verse 9: “Do not return evil for evil or reviling for reviling; but on the contrary bless, for to this you 

have been called, that you may obtain a blessing.” Where have we already seen someone do exactly 
this in the letter? And what is Peter's startling reason for why we bless?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Christ in 2:23: reviled, he did not revile in return. The pattern of the Servant becomes the policy of the 
family. And the reason is inheritance logic: you were called to obtain a blessing, so blessing is your 
family trade; people destined to inherit blessing deal in it. Cursing back is not just a lapse of manners; it 
is acting out of character, like an heir pawning the estate.

Q8.  Peter closes by quoting Psalm 34:12-16 at length, and he already quoted the same psalm at 2:3 

(“tasted the kindness of the Lord”). Turn to Psalm 34 and skim the whole psalm. Find both places 
Peter quotes, and then answer: why would this psalm be the psalm of this letter? What is its 
speaker's situation?

Leader Note

The discovery moment. If they stall: look at verses 4-6 and 17-19. Who is speaking, what has happened to 
him, and what does the Lord do for the righteous who suffer?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Psalm 34 is the song of a righteous sufferer delivered: “I sought the LORD... and delivered me from all 
my fears” (34:4); “the LORD is near to the brokenhearted” (34:18); “Many are the afflictions of the 
righteous; but the LORD delivers him out of them all” (34:19). That is 1 Peter's entire message in psalm 
form, which is why Peter reaches for it twice. Suffering exiles have been singing this psalm ever since; 
your group can too.

Send: Carrying It Out
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◆Who is the person in your household or family most likely to be “won without a word” by your 

conduct? What is one concrete behavior of yours that currently preaches the wrong homily?

  

◆Where did you spend more this month: on the adornment that perishes, or the hidden person of the 

heart? What is one investment you could move this week?

Live It This Week

This week: (1) Memorize 1 Peter 3:4. (2) Pray Psalm 34 once, slowly, as your own. (3) Choose the family 
member hardest to love and do them one hidden kindness that no one else will ever know about. (4) For 
those married or preparing for it: study your spouse or intended “according to knowledge” by asking 
one real question and only listening.

Closing Prayer

Lord, you are near to the brokenhearted and you hear the cry of the righteous. Make our homes small 
churches, our conduct a quiet homily, and our hearts adorned with what you call very precious. Let none 
of our prayers be hindered by how we treat the people you gave us. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Scripture Memory

“Let it be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable jewel of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in 
God's sight is very precious”  (1 Peter 3:4, RSV2CE)

Leader Reference Card
Every passage used or referenced in this session

Primary text

1 Peter 3:1-12 (movements: 1-6, 7, 8-12)

Discovery passage (read in session)

Psalm 34 (whole psalm skimmed; quotations at 1 Pet 2:3 and 3:10-12)

Leader background and Dig Deeper

Genesis 18:12; 21:12 (Sarah); Ephesians 5:21-33; Colossians 3:18-19 (parallel codes)

1 Corinthians 7:12-16 (mixed marriages); 1 Corinthians 9:19-22 (“win”); 1 Timothy 2:2 (“quiet”)

Matthew 5:23-24 (reconciliation before the altar); Acts 5:29 (the limit, if needed)

Threads

Conduct-witness (2:12) at its sharpest; pairs with words at 3:15 next session

Blessing for reviling (3:9) from 2:23; returns at 4:12-14. Imperishable: 1:4, 1:23, 3:4

Catechism

CCC 1615; 1642; 1656-1657; 2334
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A LIVING HOPE
A Catholic Journey Through the Letters of Saint Peter

Session Six

Always Be Prepared
1 Peter 3:13-22

“Always be prepared to make a defense to any one who calls you to account for the hope that is 

in you, yet do it with gentleness and reverence”

1 Peter 3:15  (RSV2CE)

Saint Joseph Parish, Springfield, Nebraska

Leader Preparation Guide
For the facilitator only. Not for distribution.

Session Overview

This is the summit session of 1 Peter, and three mountains stand on it. First, the apologetics charter 
(3:15): reverence Christ as Lord, and always be ready to give an apologia for your hope, with gentleness, 
reverence, and a clear conscience. Second, the descent to “the spirits in prison” (3:18-20), the scriptural 
root of the Creed's “he descended into hell.” Third, the verse this study has been waiting for since 
Session One: “Baptism... now saves you... through the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (3:21), where Peter 
reuses the exact phrase of 1:3 and closes the born-anew thread himself. Participants should bring their 
Session One written guesses tonight.

The Discovery Aim. Participants should be able to say: defending the faith is every baptized person's 
job, and its manner (gentleness, reverence, clear conscience) is part of its content; Christ's victory 
reached even the realm of the dead; and Peter himself teaches that baptism saves, because it is the 
moment God applies the Resurrection to a person, which is when we are born anew.

The Catholic Touchstone. Apologetics as an act of hope and charity, never of contempt; the descent 
into hell as the Creed confesses it (CCC 632-637, citing this passage); and baptismal regeneration, taught 
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here in the New Testament's most explicit sentence and confirmed by Peter's own Pentecost preaching 
(Acts 2:38).

What You Need to Know

Blessed If You Suffer (3:13-14)

“But even if you do suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed.” Peter is quoting his Teacher: 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake” (Mt 5:10). The man who heard the 
Beatitudes on the hillside repeats them to the persecuted, and echoes Isaiah 8:12 in the Greek form he 
knew: “Have no fear of them, nor be troubled.” (Your RSV2CE Old Testament will word Isaiah 8:12 a 
little differently; Peter follows the ancient Greek version.)

Reverence Christ as Lord (3:15a): A Hidden Divinity Claim

Peter's full sentence is “in your hearts reverence Christ as Lord,” and it adapts Isaiah 8:13, which reads: 
“But the LORD of hosts, him you shall regard as holy; let him be your fear.” Peter takes a command 
about YHWH and fills the LORD-slot with Christ. This quiet substitution, made without argument as if 
obvious, is among the strongest evidences of the early Church's belief in Christ's divinity. Keep it for the 
Dig Deeper.

The Apologetics Charter (3:15b-16)

“Always be prepared to make a defense (apologia) to any one who calls you to account for the hope that 
is in you.” Four notes. (1) The command is universal: not to bishops or scholars but to slandered 
laypeople in Asia Minor; readiness to explain the faith is standard baptismal equipment, the priestly 
“declaring” of 2:9 under cross-examination. (2) The occasion is hope: the question arrives because your 
life under pressure demands an explanation; conduct (Sessions Four and Five) generates the question 
that words then answer. Witness without words is a half; words without witness is a fraud; Peter 
requires both. (3) The manner is the message: “with gentleness and reverence,” and a clear conscience, 
so that the manner of the defense never refutes its content. An argument won with contempt is a soul 
lost. (4) Apologia is courtroom vocabulary; some in the group may literally answer for their hope in 
hostile settings, and all will answer for it somewhere.

The Descent: Spirits in Prison (3:18-20; 4:6)

“Put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit; in which he went and preached to the spirits in 
prison, who formerly did not obey... in the days of Noah.” This dense text (with 4:6, “the gospel was 
preached even to the dead”) is the scriptural root of “he descended into hell” in the Creed. The Church's 
teaching (CCC 632-637, citing this passage): between death and Resurrection, Christ in his soul went to 
the realm of the dead (Sheol/Hades, the “hell” of the Creed, not the hell of the damned) and opened 
heaven to the just who had died before him. The frightened fisherman's letter contains the Creed's 
boldest line: even death's waiting room heard the victory announced. Be honest with the group that the 
details (who exactly the “spirits” are) have been discussed since the Fathers; the core, that Christ's 
victory reached the dead, is the Church's confession. Handle with confidence on the core and hedged 
humility on the periphery.

Baptism Now Saves You (3:20-21): The Thread Resolves

2



Noah's household, “eight persons, were saved through water. Baptism, which corresponds to this, now 
saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a clear conscience, through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” Three anchors. (1) The word “corresponds” translates antitypon: the 
flood is the type, baptism the antitype, the fulfilled reality (CCC 1094 on typology; CCC 845 on the ark as 
figure of the Church). (2) The main clause is unavoidable: “baptism... now saves you.” Peter's qualifier 
does not retract it; it defines it: not the physical washing as such (“removal of dirt”) but the God-ward 
reality it effects. (3) The instrument is “through the resurrection of Jesus Christ”, the very phrase of 1:3, 
“born anew... through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” Peter reuses his own words deliberately: the new 
birth of 1:3 happens where the Resurrection is applied to a person, and 3:21 names the where: baptism. 
The steelman chain (Q7-Q8) builds the symbolic reading fairly, then lets Peter answer it, with his own 
Pentecost sermon (Acts 2:38) as the closing witness.

Old Testament Roots and Fulfillment

Genesis 6-8: The Flood and the Ark

God's patience waited while the ark was built (3:20); eight souls passed through the waters that buried 
the old world and stepped into a cleansed one. The Fathers read the ark as the Church and the flood as 
baptism's type: the same water that ends one world begins another. This is tonight's discovery (Q6).

Isaiah 8:12-13: Fear and the LORD

Spoken to Judah under invasion threat: do not fear what they fear; regard the LORD of hosts as holy. 
Peter echoes verse 12 at 3:14 and adapts verse 13 at 3:15, setting Christ in the place of the LORD.

Voices of the Church

Voices of the Church

St. Justin Martyr (d. c. 165), First Apology 61

Explaining Christian initiation to the emperor, St. Justin writes that converts are brought where there is 
water and are regenerated, born again, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, citing Christ's 
word that unless you are born again you will not enter the kingdom. Within a century of this letter, the 
Church publicly described baptism exactly as Peter does: the washing that regenerates.

Voices of the Church

St. Cyril of Jerusalem (d. 386), Catechetical Lectures 3

Preparing candidates for baptism, St. Cyril teaches that the water is no mere water: the Spirit descends 
upon it, and what is born of water and the Spirit enters the kingdom; the body is washed while the soul 
is sealed. He treats 1 Peter's ark typology as standard catechesis: as Noah was saved through water, so 
are you.
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Voices of the Church

An Ancient Holy Saturday Homily (author unknown, Office of Readings for Holy Saturday)

“Something strange is happening: there is a great silence on earth today.” The Church's liturgy for Holy 
Saturday reads an ancient homily in which the victorious Christ descends to the dead, takes Adam by 
the hand, and says: awake, sleeper, I did not create you to be held prisoner. It is 1 Peter 3:19 preached: 
the proclamation to the spirits in prison, prayed by the whole Church every Triduum.

Catechism Connection

CCC 632-637. The descent into hell: Christ, dead, in his soul united to his divine person, went down to 
the realm of the dead and opened heaven's gates for the just who had gone before him. The Catechism 
cites 1 Peter 3:18-19 and 4:6 directly.

CCC 845 and 1094. The ark of Noah prefigures salvation by the Church through baptism; flood and ark 
belong to the Church's basic typological grammar for reading the Old Testament.

CCC 1257. “Baptism is necessary for salvation for those to whom the Gospel has been proclaimed and 
who have had the possibility of asking for this sacrament,” while God himself is not bound by his 
sacraments. State both halves; Peter's “now saves you” and the Church's humility about God's freedom 
belong together.

Thread Watch

1. RESOLUTION: Born anew. 1:3 (“through the resurrection”) + 1:23 (“through the word”) meet at 
3:21 (“baptism... through the resurrection”). Collect the group's Session One guesses before 
revealing; let Q8 land the echo.

2. Priesthood exercised. The declaring of 2:9 becomes the defending of 3:15. Same commission, 
cross-examined.

3. Suffering, blessed. 3:14's beatitude anticipates 4:14 (“if you are reproached for the name of 
Christ, you are blessed”), next session's climax.

Session Goals for the Leader

1.  Commission every participant as an apologist of hope: prepared, gentle, reverent, clear of 
conscience.

2.  Teach the descent into hell with confidence on the core and honesty at the edges.

3.  Let the group discover the flood-baptism typology in Genesis before naming it.

4.  Land the thread resolution: Peter's own phrase-echo answers the Session One question.
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Leader Note

Time frame: 75 to 90 minutes; this session runs full. If time runs short, Q2 and the Isaiah Dig Deeper are 
the cuts; never cut Q6 through Q9. Remind participants the week before to bring their written Session One 
guesses.

Discussion Guide
Session Six  •  Always Be Prepared  •  1 Peter 3:13-22

Opening Prayer

Opening Prayer

Risen Lord, you went down to our lowest place and came back holding the keys. Help us to reverence you 
as Lord in our hearts tonight. Make us ready to account for our hope with gentleness, and show us what 
you gave us in the waters of our baptism. Amen.

Win: Gathering In

  

◆Has anyone ever asked you, sincerely, why you believe, or why you're hopeful, or why you go to 

church? What did you say, and how did it feel?

  

◆What question about your faith do you most dread being asked? (You don't have to answer the 

question, just name it.)

Build: Working the Text

Leader Note

One-minute recap: conduct generates curiosity (2:12, 3:1). Tonight Peter adds the second half: when 
curiosity asks its question, answer it. And he finally answers ours from Session One. Ask, wait, work, 
confirm.

Movement One: The Charter (3:13-17)
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Read: 1 Peter 3:13-17   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q1.  Verse 14: “Even if you do suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed.” Where have you heard 

almost this exact sentence before, from another hillside? What does it mean that Peter, of all people, 
is the one repeating it?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

The Beatitudes: “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake” (Mt 5:10). Peter sat on 
the grass and heard it preached; thirty years later he hands it to persecuted converts as tested 
equipment. The letter keeps doing this: Jesus' teaching arriving through the memory of a man who 
watched it proven, including against his own failure.

Q2.  Verse 15 begins: “in your hearts reverence Christ as Lord.” Why must that come before “always be 

prepared to make a defense”? What goes wrong with apologetics when the order is reversed, when 
defending comes before revering?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Reversed, apologetics becomes ego: winning arguments to defend myself, my tribe, my need to be right. 
When Christ is revered as Lord in the heart first, the defense serves him, not me; losing face stops 
mattering and the person in front of me starts mattering. Interior reverence is also the fuel: you cannot 
commend a hope you do not actually live from. Adoration is the first apologetic.

Dig Deeper

Peter's sentence adapts Isaiah 8:13, where Judah is told: “the LORD of hosts, him you shall regard as 
holy.” Peter takes the command about YHWH and, without a word of argument, sets Christ in the LORD-
slot. The earliest Christians did this constantly (compare Joel 2:32 in Romans 10:13), and it is among the 
strongest evidences that Christ's divinity is not a later invention: it is the reflex of the first generation's 
worship, written by a monotheist fisherman who had eaten breakfast with him.

Q3.  Now the charter itself, 3:15: “Always be prepared to make a defense to any one who calls you to 

account for the hope that is in you.” Who is this addressed to, what exactly must be defended, and 
what generates the question in the first place?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Addressed to ordinary, slandered laypeople, every baptized person, not a class of experts; readiness is 
standard baptismal equipment, the priestly declaring of 2:9 under cross-examination. What is defended 
is your hope, the living hope of 1:3, which means the question usually arrives because your life under 
pressure demands an explanation. Conduct (Sessions Four and Five) generates the question; words 
answer it. Witness without words is a half; words without witness is a fraud. Peter requires both, in that 
order.
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Q4.  Peter immediately regulates the manner: “yet do it with gentleness and reverence; and keep your 

conscience clear” (3:15-16). Why is the how part of the what? What happens to the content of the 
gospel when it is defended with contempt, and what does a clear conscience contribute to an 
argument?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

The gospel is the news that God is humble, patient love; defend it arrogantly and your manner refutes 
your message in real time. An argument won with contempt is a soul lost. Gentleness is not weakness; it 
is strength that has nothing to prove. And the clear conscience is the argument no one can rebut: when 
they revile you, your life gives them nothing to work with (3:16), so the slander shames the slanderer. 
Manner and conduct are load-bearing parts of the apologia.

Movement Two: He Descended (3:18-20a)

Read: 1 Peter 3:18-20   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q5.  Verse 18 is a complete gospel in one sentence: “Christ also died for sins once for all, the righteous for 

the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God.” Then comes the strangest journey in the creed: “he 
went and preached to the spirits in prison.” Every Sunday we say “he descended into hell.” What is 
that line claiming, and what is the good news in it?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Between his death and Resurrection, Christ's soul went to the realm of the dead, the “hell” of the Creed 
means Sheol or Hades, the abode of the dead, not the hell of the damned, and there proclaimed his 
victory, opening heaven to the just who had died before him (CCC 632-637, which cites this very 
passage). The good news: there is no place Christ's victory did not reach; even death's waiting room 
heard the announcement. The Church has discussed the details (exactly who the “spirits” are) since the 
Fathers, and honesty allows that; the core is the Creed's confession: the dead were not forgotten. Every 
Holy Saturday the Church reads an ancient homily of Christ taking Adam by the hand: awake, sleeper.

Movement Three: Through the Water (3:20b-22)

Q6.  Verse 20 recalls Noah: “eight persons, were saved through water.” Skim Genesis 7:17-23 and 8:15-19. 

Work the paradox: what did the same water do to the old world, and what did it do for the eight in 
the ark? What kind of thing is that water, destroyer or deliverer?

Leader Note

Discovery moment. If they stall: what is drowning while the ark floats, and what kind of world do the 
eight step out into?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Both at once: the water that buried a corrupt world carried the ark and delivered its passengers into a 
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cleansed one. They were saved not from the water but through it. Hold that picture; Peter is about to tell 
us what it was a picture of. The Fathers add: the ark itself is a figure of the Church, the one vessel riding 
the flood (CCC 845).

Q7.  Verse 21 says the astonishing thing: “Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you.” Many 

sincere Christians read baptism as a symbol only: an outward sign of a salvation already complete 
the moment a person believes. Build that case as strongly as you can from this verse itself. What in 
3:21 supports it?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

A real case exists: Peter himself says “not as a removal of dirt from the body,” denying that the physical 
washing as such saves; he locates the action in an “appeal to God for a clear conscience,” which sounds 
interior, a matter of faith; the underlying word, eperotema, can even be rendered “pledge,” as some 
translations do, making baptism sound like the believer's promise rather than God's act; and Scripture 
everywhere requires personal faith, which mere water cannot replace. Stated at full strength: Peter 
qualifies his own sentence toward the inward and God-ward. Steel, not straw; now let Peter answer.

Q8.  Now press it, in three steps from the text. First: what is the plain main clause of 3:21, before and 

after the qualifier? Second: Noah's family was saved through water; does a symbol save anyone from 
a flood? Third, the step we have waited five weeks for: through what does 3:21 say baptism saves, 
and where in this letter have you read that exact phrase before? Take out your Session One guesses.

Leader Note

The thread resolution. Have someone read 1:3 aloud, then 3:21 aloud, back to back. Let the echo do the 
teaching before you confirm.

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

First: the main clause stands: “Baptism... now saves you.” The qualifier does not retract it; it defines it: 
not the bath as bath, but the God-ward covenant act it effects. Second: take the covenant-sign reading at 
full strength; it grants that Noah's water was real and calls baptism a real and meaningful sign. But 
notice what Peter predicates of the antitype: Noah's family “were saved through water,” and baptism, 
“which corresponds to this, now saves you.” The correspondence lies precisely in the saving, not merely 
in the picturing. Whether eperotema is rendered “appeal” or “pledge,” that word describes what baptism 
is; the main verb still declares what baptism does: it now saves you, through the resurrection. Third, the 
echo: 1:3, “born anew... through the resurrection of Jesus Christ”; 3:21, “Baptism... now saves you... 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” Peter reuses his own phrase deliberately. The new birth 
happens where the Resurrection is applied to a person, and Peter names the where: baptism. Word and 
sacrament are not rivals; 1:23 stands too, for we are born anew through the living and abiding word of 
God, and in the Church's lived order it is that preached and believed word which leads a person to the 
font. But the letter's own answer to “when are we born anew?” is the answer the Church has always 
given (CCC 1257, 1265). And it is Peter's consistent voice: his first sermon ended, “Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins” (Acts 2:38).
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Q9.  Verse 22 finishes the sentence in the throne room: Jesus “has gone into heaven and is at the right 

hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers subject to him.” Why does Peter end a paragraph 
about your baptism there? What does the ascended Christ's position have to do with the water 
poured on you?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Because baptism joins you to that Christ: the one now enthroned above every power. Your baptism is 
not a private religious moment; it is incorporation into the cosmic victor. For exiles being slandered by 
neighbors and squeezed by an empire, the sequence is everything: the powers that intimidate you are 
already “subject to him,” and you are his. The paragraph that began with suffering for righteousness 
ends with the throne, which is the trajectory of the whole letter.

Send: Carrying It Out

  

◆What is your honest answer, in two or three sentences, to “why are you hopeful?” Practice it on the 

group right now; gentleness and reverence included.

  

◆Most of us were baptized long ago and rarely think of it. Knowing now what Peter says happened 

there, what would it mean to live this week from your baptism instead of merely after it?

Live It This Week

This week: (1) Memorize 1 Peter 3:15. (2) Find your baptism date if you do not know it (ask family or the 
parish office) and mark it in your calendar as an anniversary to keep. (3) Write out your two-sentence 
account of your hope and pray for one chance to give it gently. (4) On entering church, sign yourself 
with holy water deliberately, as a renewal of what 3:21 says.

Closing Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, enthroned above every power, you saved us through the waters and sealed us in your 
Resurrection. Keep our consciences clear, our answers gentle, and our hope so visible that someone asks 
us to account for it. Awaken in us everything you gave us at the font. Amen.

Scripture Memory
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“Always be prepared to make a defense to any one who calls you to account for the hope that is in you, yet 
do it with gentleness and reverence”  (1 Peter 3:15, RSV2CE)

Leader Reference Card
Every passage used or referenced in this session

Primary text

1 Peter 3:13-22 (movements: 13-17, 18-20a, 20b-22)

Discovery passages (read in session)

Genesis 7:17-23; 8:15-19 (through the water); 1 Peter 1:3 re-read against 3:21

Leader background and Dig Deeper

Isaiah 8:12-13 (echoed and adapted at 3:14-15); Matthew 5:10 (the beatitude)

Acts 2:38 (Peter's Pentecost sermon); John 3:5; Romans 10:13 (LORD-texts applied to Christ)

1 Peter 4:6 (gospel preached to the dead, next session's edge)

Threads

RESOLVED: born anew (1:3, 1:23) answered at 3:21. Priesthood (2:9) exercised at 3:15

Beatitude of suffering (3:14) anticipates 4:14 (Session Seven)

Catechism

CCC 632-637; 845; 1094; 1257; 1265
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A LIVING HOPE
A Catholic Journey Through the Letters of Saint Peter

Session Seven

The Fiery Ordeal
1 Peter 4:1-19

“Do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal which comes upon you to prove you, as though something 
strange were happening to you. But rejoice in so far as you share Christ's sufferings”

1 Peter 4:12-13  (RSV2CE)

Saint Joseph Parish, Springfield, Nebraska

Leader Preparation Guide
For the facilitator only. Not for distribution.

Session Overview

The fire planted in 1:6-7 (“gold... tested by fire”) now arrives in person: “do not be surprised at the fiery 
ordeal” (4:12). Chapter 4 is the letter's field manual for a community under real pressure: the social cost 
of a changed life (4:1-6), the inner life of a community bracing together (4:7-11), and the theology of the 
ordeal itself (4:12-19), where suffering “as a Christian” becomes a badge rather than a shame, and 
judgment begins, of all places, with the household of God. This session speaks directly to anyone who 
has lost friends over their conversion or felt the temperature drop when their faith came up.

The Discovery Aim. Participants should be able to say: the social cost of holiness is normal, predicted, 
and survivable; love, hospitality, and gifts used for others are how a community endures pressure; 
suffering for the Name is a participation in Christ, not a sign of God's absence; and God's judgment starts 
with his own house, which is mercy, not menace.

The Catholic Touchstone. Charisms given for the common good and stewarded, not owned (CCC 951); 
redemptive suffering, union of our trials with Christ's Passion; the name “Christian” as identity worth 
suffering for; and fortitude as the virtue of the hour (CCC 1808).
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What You Need to Know

Arm Yourselves (4:1-2)

“Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same thought.” The verb is 
military: the Christian's armor is Christ's own attitude toward suffering (cf. Phil 2:5). “Whoever has 
suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin” means the one who has accepted suffering for Christ has made 
a decisive break with the old life; suffering endured for him clarifies what you actually love.

The Social Cost (4:3-6)

Verse 4 is one of the most contemporary sentences in the New Testament: “They are surprised that you 
do not now join them in the same wild profligacy, and they abuse you.” The convert's experience in 
every century: your absence from the old scene reads as judgment on it, and the group punishes the 
defection. Expect your group to have stories; give the verse room. Verse 6, “the gospel was preached even 
to the dead,” extends Session Six's descent (3:19): the dead who heard the gospel are judged like 
everyone in the flesh but live in the spirit; even the dead were not beyond the reach of the good news 
(CCC 634).

The Community Under Pressure (4:7-11)

“The end of all things is at hand”: since Christ, we live in the last era of salvation history (CCC 670); Peter 
draws the practical conclusion: sane, sober prayer. Then the survival kit: “hold unfailing your love for 
one another, since love covers a multitude of sins” (quoting Prov 10:12): in a pressured community, 
grievances multiply; unfailing love keeps short accounts and covers, rather than catalogs, offenses. 
“Practice hospitality ungrudgingly”: the persecuted Church met in homes; hospitality was 
infrastructure. And the gifts: “As each has received a gift, employ it for one another, as good stewards of 
God's varied grace” (4:10). Every member has received a charism; none owns it; all are stewards, and the 
royal priesthood of 2:9 here rolls up its sleeves: speakers speak “as one who utters oracles of God,” 
servers serve “by the strength which God supplies,” and the doxology gives the goal: “that in everything 
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.”

The Ordeal Itself (4:12-19)

Four teachings to land. (1) Do not be surprised: the fiery ordeal (pyrōsis, the smelting furnace of 1:7) 
“comes upon you to prove you”; fire is the announced curriculum, not a malfunction. (2) Rejoice “in so 
far as you share Christ's sufferings”: suffering for the Name is participation, koinonia in the Passion, 
and the Spirit of glory “rests upon you” in it (4:14, echoing Is 11:2). (3) The Name: “if one suffers as a 
Christian, let him not be ashamed, but under that name let him glorify God” (4:16). Christianos appears 
only three times in the New Testament (Acts 11:26; 26:28; here), first used at Antioch (Acts 11:26), almost 
certainly a label coined by outsiders, and many scholars judge it began as a mocking one; Peter tells 
believers to wear it as a title of glory. (4) Judgment begins “with the household of God” (4:17): God 
purifies his own house first, as Ezekiel 9 and Malachi 3 foretold; the fire that visits the Church is 
refining, and it is mercy compared with what faces those who refuse the gospel. The chapter closes with 
the letter's calmest sentence: “let those who suffer according to God's will do right and entrust their 
souls to a faithful Creator” (4:19).
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Old Testament Roots and Fulfillment

Ezekiel 9:5-6: Begin at My Sanctuary

In Ezekiel's vision of Jerusalem's judgment, the destroyers are commanded: “begin at my sanctuary.” 
Judgment starts at God's own house, with those nearest him held most accountable. This is tonight's 
discovery (Q8) behind 4:17.

Malachi 3:1-3: The Refiner in the Temple

“The Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple... he is like a refiner's fire... he will purify the 
sons of Levi.” The Lord's arrival purifies his own ministers first, so that offerings may be pleasing. 
Refining fire, aimed first at the house of God: Peter's theology in prophetic form.

Proverbs 10:12: Love Covers

“Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all offenses.” Quoted at 4:8 (and Jas 5:20). Covering is not 
concealing evil; it is refusing to let offenses define the relationship, absorbing them the way Christ 
absorbed ours.

Voices of the Church
Voices of the Church

St. Cyprian of Carthage (d. 258), Letters from the Persecution

Writing to a Church under imperial edict, St. Cyprian exhorts his people that the soldier of Christ trained 
in Christ's camp should not fear the battle but recognize in it his hour of glory, for the Lord watches the 
contest and crowns the perseverance he himself has strengthened. Bishop of a persecuted flock and 
finally a martyr himself, he reads suffering exactly as 1 Peter 4 does: expected, proving, and crowned.

Voices of the Church

St. Basil the Great (d. 379), Homily on the Words of Luke, “I Will Pull Down My Barns”

St. Basil preaches that what you have received beyond your need has been entrusted to you for others: 
the bread you store belongs to the hungry, the cloak in your closet to the naked. It is the sternest 
patristic statement of 1 Peter 4:10's principle: you are a steward of God's varied grace, not its owner, and 
gifts hoarded are gifts embezzled.

Voices of the Church

St. Thérèse of Lisieux (1873-1897), Story of a Soul

The Little Flower teaches that great trials rarely come, but little ones come daily, and that love proves 
itself in bearing pinpricks with joy: the cold remark, the thankless task, the small humiliation offered to 
God become fuel for love. She is the Doctor of 4:12-13 for people whose fiery ordeal arrives not as an 
arena but as a Tuesday.
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Catechism Connection

CCC 951. The communion of charisms: the Holy Spirit distributes graces among the faithful for the 
building up of the Church, and “as each has received a gift, employ it for one another” (1 Pet 4:10 
quoted).

CCC 1808. Fortitude: the virtue that firms resolve to pursue the good under difficulty, even to the 
renunciation of one's life for a just cause. The virtue of chapter 4.

CCC 1521. Union with the Passion of Christ: suffering, joined to his, acquires new meaning and becomes 
a participation in his saving work. Peter's “share Christ's sufferings” is the biblical seed of the whole 
Catholic theology of redemptive suffering.
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Thread Watch

1. CLIMAX: The fire. 1:6-7 (gold tested) to 2:21 (his steps) to 4:12-14 (the ordeal, with joy). Name the 
arc aloud when Q6 lands.

2. Priesthood at work. 2:9's declaring became 3:15's defending; tonight it becomes 4:10-11's serving. 
One commission, three verbs.

3. Judgment by deeds. 1:17's impartial Father returns at 4:17-19: judgment begins at home. 
Entrusting souls to “a faithful Creator” previews 5:7 (casting anxieties).

Session Goals for the Leader

1.  Normalize the social cost of conversion with 4:4 and let the group tell its stories.

2.  Equip the community's survival kit: unfailing love, ungrudging hospitality, stewarded gifts.

3.  Reframe the ordeal: participation in Christ, Spirit resting, name worn with honor.

4.  Let the group discover Ezekiel 9:6 behind “judgment begins with the household of God.”

Leader Note

Time frame: 75 to 90 minutes. Chapter 4 is long; the guide reads 4:1-6, 4:7-11, and 4:12-19 in three 
movements. If time runs short, Q2 and the Dig Deeper are the cuts; keep Q4, Q6, and Q8. This session can 
be split after Q5 if your group runs long.

Discussion Guide
Session Seven  •  The Fiery Ordeal  •  1 Peter 4:1-19

Opening Prayer

Opening Prayer

Father, faithful Creator, your Son suffered in the flesh and armed us with his own mind. When the fire 
comes, keep us from surprise; when the Name costs us, keep us from shame; and let your Spirit of glory 
rest on everyone in this room. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Win: Gathering In
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◆Has following Christ ever cost you socially: friendships that cooled, invitations that stopped, a group 

you no longer fit? What happened?

  

◆When something painful hits your life, what is your first interior question: “Why me?”, “What did I 

do?”, “Where is God?”, or something else?

Build: Working the Text

Leader Note

One-minute recap: baptism joined us to the enthroned Christ (3:21-22). Tonight the letter's fire, planted in 
1:6-7, arrives, and Peter shows a community how to stand in it together. Ask, wait, work, confirm.

Movement One: The Cost of a Changed Life (4:1-6)

Read: 1 Peter 4:1-6   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q1.  Verse 1: “Arm yourselves with the same thought,” that is, with Christ's own attitude toward 

suffering. The verb is military. Why does Peter treat a way of thinking as armor? What happens to a 
Christian who meets suffering with no interior preparation at all?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Unarmored, suffering ambushes faith: pain plus surprise curdles into “God has abandoned me.” Armed 
with Christ's mind (cf. Phil 2:5), the same pain is met as something Christ has already passed through 
and made into a road. The armor is a settled decision, made in advance, about what suffering will mean. 
That is why Peter keeps saying “do not be surprised”: expectation is half of endurance.

Q2.  Verse 4 describes the convert's experience: “They are surprised that you do not now join them... and 

they abuse you.” Notice the sequence: your absence, their surprise, then abuse. Why does simply not 
joining provoke hostility? What does your changed life say to the old crowd without you speaking a 
word?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

A changed life reads as a verdict: your absence implies the scene was leavable, and the party feels judged 
by an empty chair. No sermon was preached; the abuse answers the silent argument of a different life. 
This is the shadow side of 2:12's strategy: the same conduct that makes some glorify God makes others 
defensive. Expect both, and notice the comfort: Peter says they, not God, will “give account” (4:5); you do 
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not need to win the exchange.

Movement Two: The Survival Kit (4:7-11)

Read: 1 Peter 4:7-11   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q3.  Verse 8: “Above all hold unfailing your love for one another, since love covers a multitude of sins” 

(quoting Prov 10:12). In a community under pressure, why do sins multiply, and what does love's 
“covering” actually look like in practice? What is it not?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Pressure shortens tempers and multiplies grievances; a persecuted group can be destroyed from inside 
faster than outside. Covering means absorbing offenses rather than cataloging them: keeping short 
accounts, forgiving fast, refusing to let a brother's worst moment define him, the way Christ covered 
ours. It is not concealing abuse or evading correction; it is the daily mercy that keeps a family from 
bleeding out through a thousand small cuts. “Ungrudgingly” in verse 9 is the same medicine applied to 
hospitality: open doors without the sigh.

Q4.  Verses 10-11: “As each has received a gift, employ it for one another, as good stewards of God's 

varied grace.” Work the grammar: who has received a gift? Who owns it? And what two categories 
does Peter give, with what standard for each?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Everyone has received; no one owns: “steward” means manager of another's property, and the property 
is “God's varied grace.” The categories cover everything: speaking (do it “as one who utters oracles of 
God”: weightily, truthfully) and serving (“by the strength which God supplies”: dependently, not on your 
own tank). This is the royal priesthood of 2:9 with its sleeves rolled up, and the goal is the doxology:

“that in everything God may be glorified.” The pointed personal question: what gift are you currently 
storing that was issued to you for the people in this room? (CCC 951)

Dig Deeper

St. Basil the Great pressed 4:10 to its edge: what you possess beyond your need was entrusted to you for 
others; the bread you store belongs to the hungry. Stewardship is not a metaphor for generosity; it is an 
audit category. A charism, a paycheck, an education, a free evening: all “varied grace,” all held in trust, 
all subject to the Owner's intentions.

Movement Three: The Ordeal (4:12-19)

Read: 1 Peter 4:12-19   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q5.  Verse 12: “Do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal which comes upon you to prove you, as though 
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something strange were happening.” Track the letter's fire: where did we first meet it (look back at 
1:6-7), and what was it doing there? What changes when suffering is expected curriculum rather 
than strange malfunction?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

In 1:6-7 trials were the assayer's fire proving faith “more precious than gold”; in 2:21 the road through 
them was Christ's own footprints; now the furnace arrives on schedule: the same word family (the 
smelter's pyrōsis) Peter planted in chapter 1. Expected fire still burns, but it cannot add the second 
wound of bewilderment: “God must have left” dies when the syllabus said fire from week one. The 
ordeal “proves”; it does not punish. What comes out of an assayer's furnace is not ash but verified gold.

Q6.  Verses 13-14 go further than endurance: “Rejoice in so far as you share Christ's sufferings... If you 

are reproached for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory and of God rests 
upon you.” What is the ground of the rejoicing: what does suffering for Christ give you a share in, 
and who shows up in it?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

The rejoicing is not in pain but in participation: koinonia in Christ's own sufferings, a real participation 
in his Passion, with his glory the promised sequel (“that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory 
is revealed”). And in the reproach itself, “the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you”: the language of 
Isaiah 11:2, the Spirit resting on the Messiah, now resting on the mocked believer. This is the seed of the 
whole Catholic theology of redemptive suffering: united to Christ's Passion, our trials become offering, 
not waste (CCC 1521; cf. Col 1:24). The saints did not seek pain for its own sake, though many freely 
embraced sacrifice for love of God; above all, they refused to waste the suffering that came.

Q7.  Verse 16: “If one suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but under that name let him glorify 

God.” The name “Christian” appears only three times in the whole New Testament, and it began as a 
label outsiders gave the disciples in Antioch, very likely with a mocking edge (Acts 11:26). What is 
Peter doing with the insult? Where else have we seen God rename what the world rejected?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

He is transvaluing it: wear the outsiders' label as a title; glorify God “under that name.” It is the rejected-
stone pattern (Session Three) applied to a word: what the builders rejected becomes the header. The 
Church did exactly this: the label coined in Antioch is now the name on billions of baptisms. When the 
world taxes a name, it has conceded the name means something. The only shameful move is the 
courtyard one, and its author, of all men, has standing to say so: “let him not be ashamed.”

Q8.  Verse 17: “The time has come for judgment to begin with the household of God.” That sounds 

backwards: should not judgment start with the wicked? Turn to Ezekiel 9:5-6 and read it. Where is 
judgment commanded to begin, and why would God work in that order? What kind of fire visits 
God's own house?

Leader Note
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Discovery moment. If they stall: at whose sanctuary does Ezekiel's judgment begin, and what does 
Malachi 3:3 say the Lord does to the sons of Levi when he suddenly comes to his temple?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

“Begin at my sanctuary” (Ezek 9:6). Ezekiel's vision is terrifying and punitive, a lethal judgment on 
Jerusalem, but it establishes the order: those nearest God answer first. Malachi carries that same order 
into a refining key: the Lord comes suddenly to his temple “like a refiner's fire” to purify his own 
ministers first (Mal 3:1-3). Peter reads the Church's ordeal in Malachi's key: for those in Christ, the fire 
that begins at God's house proves and purifies now, in time; the ordeal falling on the Church is the 
smelter, not the sentence. Peter's a fortiori follows: if the righteous are saved through such refining, the 
prospect for those who refuse the gospel is grave, which fuels mission, not smugness. The judgment-by-
deeds thread from 1:17 lands here: the impartial Father starts the audit at home.

Q9.  The chapter ends in one calm sentence: “Let those who suffer according to God's will do right and 

entrust their souls to a faithful Creator” (4:19). Two verbs and one title. Why are “do right” and 
“entrust” the whole program, and what does calling God “a faithful Creator” add that “a faithful 
Savior” would not?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

“Do right”: keep doing the next good thing; suffering exempts no one from love and excuses no revenge. 
“Entrust” (parati thesthōsan) is a banking word, the deposit Jesus made on the cross with the same 
word: “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit” (Lk 23:46). And “Creator” reaches further back than 
redemption: the One holding your deposit built you, sustains every atom of the ordeal's furnace, and 
cannot be surprised or overpowered by it. The letter's whole pastoral method is in that verse: theology 
first, then two doable verbs.

Send: Carrying It Out

  

◆Where is your fiery ordeal right now: the actual pressure, big or Tuesday-sized, on your faith this 

month? What would it mean to stop being surprised by it and start offering it?

  

◆What gift of “God's varied grace” are you currently storing rather than stewarding, and which person 

in this group is it probably for?

Live It This Week
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This week: (1) Memorize 1 Peter 4:12-13. (2) Each morning, offer the day's smallest suffering, the cold 
remark, the thankless task, aloud to God, St. Thérèse's little way of 4:13. (3) Cover one ordinary offense, a 
slight or a snub, never a matter of abuse, danger, or anything that must be reported or brought to wise 
counsel: forgive it fully and tell no one. (4) Deploy one stored gift for someone in this group before we 
meet again.

Closing Prayer

Faithful Creator, into your hands we entrust our souls, our reputations, our ordeals. Give us Christ's own 
mind for armor, unfailing love for each other, and the honor of never being ashamed of his Name. Refine 
your household, beginning with us. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Scripture Memory

“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal which comes upon you to prove you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice in so far as you share Christ's sufferings”  (1 
Peter 4:12-13, RSV2CE)

Leader Reference Card
Every passage used or referenced in this session

Primary text

1 Peter 4:1-19 (movements: 1-6, 7-11, 12-19)

Discovery passages (read in session)

Ezekiel 9:5-6 (begin at my sanctuary); Malachi 3:1-3 (refiner at the temple)

Leader background and Dig Deeper

Proverbs 10:12 (love covers, at 4:8); Isaiah 11:2 (Spirit rests, behind 4:14)

Acts 11:26; 26:28 (the name Christian); Luke 23:46 (entrust); Colossians 1:24; Philippians 2:5

1 Peter 3:19 with 4:6 (gospel to the dead; CCC 634)

Threads

CLIMAX: fire (1:6-7, 2:21, 4:12-14). Priesthood: declare (2:9), defend (3:15), serve (4:10-11)

Judgment by deeds (1:17) at 4:17; entrusting (4:19) previews 5:7

Catechism

CCC 951; 1521; 1808 (also 634; 670)
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A LIVING HOPE
A Catholic Journey Through the Letters of Saint Peter

Session Eight

Shepherd the Flock
1 Peter 5:1-14

“Tend the flock of God that is your charge... And when the chief Shepherd is manifested you will 

obtain the unfading crown of glory”

1 Peter 5:2, 4  (RSV2CE)

Saint Joseph Parish, Springfield, Nebraska

Leader Preparation Guide
For the facilitator only. Not for distribution.

Session Overview

The first letter closes with Peter's most personal page. He addresses the elders “as a fellow elder and a 
witness of the sufferings of Christ,” hands on the very commission Jesus gave him on the beach (“Tend 
the flock”; “Feed my sheep,” Jn 21), reaches for a Greek word that pictures tying on an apron just where 
memory would supply Jesus with the towel (5:5; Jn 13), warns of the devil as a prowling lion, and signs 
off from “Babylon”, Rome, with Mark at his side. Tonight resolves two threads: the ministerial 
priesthood promised in Session Three, and Peter's own arc from courtyard denier to shepherd who will 
strengthen his brethren all the way to the martyrdom that ancient tradition remembers as a cross of his 
own.

The Discovery Aim. Participants should be able to say: ordered pastoral office exists inside the priestly 
people, and its style is service, not domination; Peter's exhortation is his own restoration passed on; 
humility is the community's uniform and anxiety's antidote is a transfer of custody; and the devil is 
real, prowling, and resistible.
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The Catholic Touchstone. The ministerial priesthood as service within, not above, the common 
priesthood (CCC 1547, 1551); Petrine ministry exercised as Christ designed it, authority in the form of a 
towel; Peter's presence and martyrdom in Rome as the root of the papacy's address; and the sober 
realism of spiritual combat.

What You Need to Know

Fellow Elder, Witness, Partaker (5:1)

Peter's three self-titles are a masterclass. “Fellow elder” (sympresbyteros) stands alongside those he 
exhorts; “witness of the sufferings of Christ” speaks from firsthand memory of that night: the agony, the 
arrest, the courtyard; “partaker in the glory to be revealed” looks forward to his own share. The humility 
is real, and it is not a denial of office: the letter opened “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ” (1:1), and this 
same man received the keys (Mt 16:19) and the threefold commission (Jn 21). The steelman chain in Q7-
Q8 handles the relationship between the humble style and the real office.

Tend the Flock (5:2-4): A Commission Handed On

“Tend (poimanate) the flock of God that is your charge.” On the beach in John 21:15-17, the risen Jesus 
asked Peter three times “do you love me?”, once for each denial, and commanded: “Feed my lambs... 
Tend (poimaine) my sheep... Feed my sheep.” Tonight's first discovery (Q2) lets the group find that 
scene behind this verse: Peter is handing on his own restoration. The three corruptions and their cures 
are perennial: not by constraint but willingly; not for shameful gain but eagerly; not as domineering 
over “your charge” (literally the klēroi, the portions allotted, from which English gets “clergy”) but as 
examples. And the flock is “of God”, never the shepherd's property. Over all stands “the chief Shepherd” 
(archipoimēn, 5:4): every pastor is under-shepherd to Christ, fulfilling Ezekiel 34's promise that God 
himself would shepherd his flock and judge the shepherds who fed themselves.

The Apron (5:5-7)

“Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another.” The verb egkombōsasthe evokes tying 
on a slave's apron, and it is nearly impossible that the man writing it was not remembering the night 
Jesus “girded himself with a towel” and washed his feet over his protest (Jn 13:4-8): tonight's second 
discovery (Q4). The supporting quote is Proverbs 3:34 (“God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the 
humble”), and the pastoral jewel follows: “Cast all your anxieties on him, for he cares about you” (5:7, 
echoing Ps 55:22). Note the logic: casting anxiety is filed under humility, because worry is often pride's 
insistence on carrying what was never ours to carry.

The Lion and the Brotherhood (5:8-11)

“Be sober, be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking some one to 
devour. Resist him, firm in your faith.” Peter, whom Satan asked to sift like wheat (Lk 22:31), takes the 
enemy seriously without panic: sobriety, vigilance, resistance, and solidarity (“the same experience of 
suffering is required of your brotherhood throughout the world”). The benediction of 5:10 gathers the 
whole letter: after suffering “a little while” (1:6 again), the God of all grace will himself “restore, 
establish, and strengthen you.” Jesus had told Peter: “when you have turned again, strengthen your 
brethren” (Lk 22:32). This letter is that sentence obeyed.
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She Who Is at Babylon (5:12-14)

“She who is at Babylon, who is likewise chosen, sends you greetings; and so does my son Mark.” “She” is 
the Church; “Babylon” is the early Christian cipher for Rome (cf. Rev 17-18): the power that, like old 
Babylon, dominated the world and would destroy the Temple. So the letter is sent from Rome, with 
Mark at Peter's side, the same John Mark whom the earliest tradition (St. Papias, within living memory) 
names as Peter's interpreter, whose Gospel preserves Peter's preaching. Silvanus (Silas) carried and 
likely helped draft the letter (5:12). Peter's presence and martyrdom in Rome under Nero rests on a 
remarkably early and convergent chain of witnesses: 1 Clement 5 within one generation, then St. 
Ignatius of Antioch, Dionysius of Corinth, St. Irenaeus, and the Roman priest Gaius, who could point to 
the apostle's monument on the Vatican hill. That convergence is why Rome, not Jerusalem or Antioch, 
became the see of Peter's successors.

Old Testament Roots and Fulfillment

Ezekiel 34: Shepherds Judged, God Shepherds

The prophetic indictment behind 5:2-4: Israel's shepherds fed themselves, ruled with force, abandoned 
the scattered; therefore God promises: “I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep” and “I will set up over 
them one shepherd, my servant David.” Christ the chief Shepherd fulfills both promises at once, and 
every under-shepherd is measured against Ezekiel's charges: Peter's three corrections (constraint, gain, 
domineering) map onto them.

Proverbs 3:34 and Psalm 55:22

“Toward the scorners he is scornful, but to the humble he shows favor” (Prov 3:34, quoted at 5:5, as also 
in Jas 4:6). “Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will sustain you” (Ps 55:22, echoed at 5:7). Peter's 
counsel is the Old Testament's wisdom, proven under Nero.

Voices of the Church

Voices of the Church

St. Clement of Rome (d. c. 99), Letter to the Corinthians 5

Writing from Rome within about three decades of the events, St. Clement holds up “the good apostles”: 
Peter, who through unrighteous jealousy endured not one or two but many labors, and having thus 
borne witness went to his appointed place of glory; and Paul likewise. It is the earliest surviving text 
read, from the beginning, as attesting Peter's martyrdom; it was written from the very city, by the man 
remembered as his successor, while eyewitnesses still lived.

Voices of the Church

St. Papias of Hierapolis (c. 60-130), as preserved by Eusebius, Church History III.39

Papias, who made it his business to collect the words of the apostles' disciples, records the tradition of 
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John the Elder: Mark, having become Peter's interpreter, wrote down accurately, though not in order, 
what he remembered of the things said and done by the Lord, taking care to omit nothing he had heard 
and to falsify nothing. On this earliest testimony, the Gospel of Mark preserves Peter's preaching in ink; 
later tradition (St. Irenaeus, St. Clement of Alexandria) adds that Mark wrote it in Rome, and the “my 
son Mark” of 5:13 fits that picture exactly.

Voices of the Church

St. Gregory the Great (d. 604), Pastoral Rule, Book II

The pope who styled himself “servant of the servants of God” teaches that the ruler of souls must be first 
in service: pure in thought, exemplary in conduct, discreet in silence and profitable in speech, a near 
neighbor to everyone in compassion and exalted above all in contemplation, never preferring to rule 
over men rather than to serve them. Book II of the Pastoral Rule is 1 Peter 5:2-3 expanded into the 
West's manual for shepherds, written by a successor of the fisherman.

Catechism Connection

CCC 880-882. Christ made St. Peter the rock of his Church and gave him the keys; the pope, Bishop of 
Rome and Peter's successor, is the perpetual and visible source of unity. Why Rome? Because of 5:13: 
Peter shepherded, wrote, and died there.

CCC 1547 and 1551. The ministerial priesthood differs essentially from the common priesthood and is 
at its service; it is a true office, and it is “completely oriented” to service of Christ and the faithful. 
Authority in the Church wears an apron: 5:2-5 is the proof text.

CCC 409 and 2851-2854. The Christian life is combat against the powers of darkness; the Our Father's 
final petition asks deliverance from the Evil One, a personal adversary, not an abstraction. Peter's lion is 
the Catechism's realism.

Thread Watch

1. RESOLVED: Two priesthoods. Session Three promised the ordered ministry inside the priestly 
people; 5:1-4 delivers it: elders with a real charge, styled as service. Name the resolution aloud after 
Q8.

2. RESOLVED: Peter's arc. Courtyard (2:23, Session Four) to beach (Jn 21, tonight) to “strengthen 
your brethren” (Lk 22:32) fulfilled in this letter, to Babylon and the cross. The letter itself is the 
restored man's obedience.

3. Suffering “a little while.” 5:10 reprises 1:6 and closes the first letter's frame. Second Peter opens 
a new movement next session: participation in the divine nature.

Session Goals for the Leader
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1.  Let the group discover John 21 behind 5:2 and John 13 behind 5:5: Peter's memories become his 
ministry.

2.  Run the fellow-elder steelman honestly and resolve the two-priesthoods thread.

3.  Teach 5:7 as humility's twin: anxiety surrendered to the One who cares.

4.  Ground Peter-in-Rome historically (Babylon, Mark, 1 Clement) without polemics.

Leader Note

Time frame: 75 to 90 minutes. If time runs short, Q6 and the Dig Deeper are the cuts; never cut Q2, Q4, or 
the steelman chain. Ask participants to bring next week both letters read: 2 Peter begins Session Nine.

Discussion Guide
Session Eight  •  Shepherd the Flock  •  1 Peter 5:1-14

Opening Prayer

Opening Prayer

Chief Shepherd of the flock, you sought us when we strayed and set shepherds over us in your name. 
Clothe everyone here with humility, take from us the anxieties we were never meant to carry, and make 
us sober and watchful against the enemy of our souls. Amen.

Win: Gathering In

  

◆Describe the best leader you have ever been under, coach, boss, teacher, priest. What made their 

authority easy to follow?

  

◆What is one anxiety you have been carrying this month that you would hand off tonight if you 

actually believed someone competent would take it?

Build: Working the Text
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Leader Note

One-minute recap: the fiery ordeal is participation, not abandonment, and judgment begins at God's 
house. Tonight the first letter closes with Peter's most personal page. Ask, wait, work, confirm.

Movement One: The Beach Behind the Verse (5:1-4)

Read: 1 Peter 5:1-4   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q1.  Verse 1: Peter could have written “I, the chief of the apostles, command the elders.” Instead he 

chooses three titles: “fellow elder,” “witness of the sufferings of Christ,” “partaker in the glory to be 
revealed.” Weigh each. What does each title claim, and what does the whole self-introduction refuse 
to do?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

“Fellow elder” stands beside those he exhorts rather than above them; “witness of the sufferings” speaks 
from firsthand memory; he was there for the agony, the arrest, and the courtyard; “partaker in the 
glory” confesses that he too is still waiting for the crown. The introduction refuses self-exaltation 
without renouncing responsibility: the letter still opened “Peter, an apostle” (1:1), and he is still the one 
writing the instructions. Authority is real; the register is brotherly. Hold that combination; Q7 will test 
it.

Q2.  Verse 2 commands the elders: “Tend the flock of God.” Peter did not invent that sentence. Turn to 

John 21:15-17 and read it aloud. Where did Peter hear it first, how many times, and what had he done 
three times shortly before? What is he doing with his own worst memory tonight?

Leader Note

Discovery moment one. If they stall: count the questions on the beach, count the denials in the courtyard, 
and notice which verb Jesus uses in the middle command.

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

On the beach after the Resurrection, the risen Jesus asked “do you love me?” three times, once for each 
denial by the fire, and commanded: feed my lambs, tend my sheep, feed my sheep. The middle verb 
(poimaine, tend/shepherd) is the very verb Peter now writes. He is handing on his own restoration: the 
commission that rebuilt him becomes the charge he gives every shepherd after him. No one in the 
Church leads from a spotless record; the first shepherd led from a forgiven one.

Q3.  Verses 2-3 name three corruptions of shepherding with three corrections: “not by constraint but 

willingly, not for shameful gain but eagerly, not as domineering over those in your charge but being 
examples.” Turn each pair on leadership you have seen (in the Church or anywhere). Which 
corruption does the most damage, and why is “being examples” the strongest form of authority?
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ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

The three perennial corrupters are reluctance (the shepherd who checked out), greed (the shepherd on 
the take), and domination (the shepherd who confuses the flock with property, though it is “the flock of 
God” and the charge is allotted, not owned). Domineering usually wounds deepest because it weaponizes 
holy things. Example is the strongest authority because it is the only kind that works when no one is 
compelled: sheep follow a shepherd they trust walking ahead of them. Verse 4 keeps every under-
shepherd honest: the chief Shepherd is coming, and he audits (Ezek 34).

Movement Two: The Towel and the Transfer (5:5-7)

Read: 1 Peter 5:5-7   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q4.  Verse 5: “Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another.” The Greek verb paints 

someone tying on a slave's apron. Turn to John 13:4-8 and read it. What did Peter watch Jesus tie on, 
what was done to Peter over his own protest, and why would this word be the one Peter reaches for?

Leader Note

Discovery moment two. Let the image land before confirming: the old fisherman choosing a knot-the-
apron word, near the end of his life, remembering his feet in the Lord's hands.

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Jesus “girded himself with a towel” and washed the disciples' feet, and Peter protested (“You shall never 
wash my feet”) and was overruled: “If I do not wash you, you have no part in me.” When Peter tells the 
whole community to knot humility on like an apron, it is natural, and hard to resist, to hear the towel in 
the upper room behind the word: Peter had watched God dress as a slave. Humility is not a mood in this 
letter; it is the family uniform, and God enforces the dress code: “God opposes the proud, but gives grace 
to the humble” (Prov 3:34).

Q5.  Verse 7 is one of Scripture's most loved sentences: “Cast all your anxieties on him, for he cares 

about you.” But look where Peter filed it: inside the paragraph on humility (“Humble yourselves... 
casting...”). Why is worry a humility issue? What is anxious self-reliance quietly claiming?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Chronic anxiety often carries a hidden claim: this outcome depends on me, and no one, including God, 
can be trusted with it. Casting anxieties is therefore an act of humility: a transfer of custody to the One 
actually competent to hold them (“cast your burden on the LORD,” Ps 55:22). “He cares about you” is the 
ground: not a technique but a relationship. Note the verb is decisive, not passive: you throw the weight 
over; worry retrieved nightly was never really cast.

Leader Note: Say plainly that clinical anxiety, depression, and trauma are not sins of pride and are not 
cured by willpower. Casting our cares on God works alongside good counseling and medical care, not 
instead of them; helping a struggling participant find that care is itself an act of shepherding.
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Movement Three: The Lion, the Grace, and Babylon (5:8-14)

Read: 1 Peter 5:8-14   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q6.  Verses 8-9: “Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking some one to devour. 

Resist him, firm in your faith.” Peter has personal history here (Jesus once told him: “Satan 
demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat,” Lk 22:31). What do sobriety, watchfulness, 
and resistance look like practically, and what two errors about the devil does this verse forbid?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

The two forbidden errors are dismissal (no adversary exists; the lion loves being doubted) and panic 
(the lion is unbeatable; but he is resistible: “resist him, firm in your faith,” and “your brotherhood 
throughout the world” stands with you). Practically: sobriety means keeping your judgment unclouded, 
by substances, media, or exhaustion; watchfulness means knowing your own weak gates; resistance 
means firm faith, quick confession, the sacraments, and never fighting alone. A prowling predator picks 
off the isolated: the straggler from the flock is the meal (which is one more reason the flock has 
shepherds).

Q7.  Now a challenge you will meet: many Christians point to 5:1, “I exhort the elders as a fellow elder,” 

and argue: Peter claims no special office; he is one presbyter among equals, so the papacy 
contradicts Peter himself. Build that case as strongly as you can from tonight's chapter. What 
genuinely supports it?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

A strong case: Peter self-identifies as sympresbyteros, fellow elder, not as supreme pontiff; he explicitly 
forbids domineering over the flock (5:3); he directs all eyes to Christ as the only “chief Shepherd” (5:4); 
and nowhere in either letter does he demand submission to himself. If these verses were the whole 
evidence, Petrine office would look like a later construction on top of a deliberately flat brotherhood. 
Press it harder still: the letter assumes ordinary plural eldership in each local church, with no single 
shepherd over shepherds in view; neither letter says a word about successors to Peter or a continuing 
universal jurisdiction; and even if Peter held a special apostolic role, one can grant that and still argue it 
was personal and unrepeatable, ending at his death. Say it that fairly; it is the honest reading of the 
verse in isolation.

Q8.  Now press it with the rest of the evidence. How does this same letter open (1:1)? What did Jesus give 

this man in Matthew 16:18-19, and what did he command him on the beach (Jn 21) and before the 
Passion (Lk 22:31-32)? And here is the sharper question: does exercising real office in a brotherly, 
non-domineering style argue against the office, or reveal how Christ designed it to work (Lk 22:25- 
27)?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

The letter opens “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,” a real and authoritative office, exercised here over 
churches he did not found; the same man received the keys and the rock-naming (Mt 16:18-19), the 
command to strengthen his brethren (Lk 22:32), and the threefold charge over Christ's sheep (Jn 21). 
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“Fellow elder” is therefore not a denial of office but its Christ-taught style: “let the greatest among you 
become as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves” (Lk 22:26). Humble register plus real 
authority is not a contradiction; it is the specification. The papacy's own traditional title, coined by St. 
Gregory the Great, says it exactly: servant of the servants of God. The Catechism teaches the substance: 
the pope as the perpetual and visible source of unity (CCC 880-882) and ordained ministry as wholly 
ordered to service (CCC 1551). Session Three's promise is now paid: the priestly people (2:9) and the 
ordered shepherds within it (5:1-4), each real, each for the other. Concede honestly what this chapter 
alone cannot do: the case for a continuing Petrine office is cumulative, resting on Scripture read whole 
together with the Church's earliest practice and Tradition, not on 1 Peter 5 by itself.

Q9.  Verse 13: “She who is at Babylon... sends you greetings; and so does my son Mark.” Babylon had 

been rubble for centuries. What city is Peter naming in code, why that code name, and what two 
enormous consequences hang on this quiet verse (think: a Gospel, and an address)?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

“Babylon” is the early Christian cipher for Rome (as in Revelation 17-18): the world power that, like old 
Babylon, dominated God's people. So Peter writes from Rome, with Mark beside him. Consequence one: 
the earliest tradition (St. Papias, within living memory) says Mark became Peter's interpreter and wrote 
down his preaching, which is to say that, on this early testimony, the Gospel of Mark preserves Peter's 
testimony in ink; when you read Mark, you are reading this letter's author's memories. Consequence 
two: Peter shepherded there and, as the earliest chain of witnesses attests (St. Clement of Rome within 
one generation, then St. Ignatius of Antioch, Dionysius of Corinth, and St. Irenaeus), died a martyr in 
that city, which is why the successor of Peter is the Bishop of Rome. The papacy's mailing address is 
hiding in the letter's return address.

Send: Carrying It Out

  

◆Whose shepherd are you, formally or informally: siblings, friends, a small group, someday a family? 

Which of the three corruptions (reluctance, gain, domination) is your temptation, and what would 
tending them “willingly and eagerly” change?

  

◆Name the anxiety from the Win question. Are you willing, right now, to cast it, and not retrieve it at 

midnight? What retrieval habit will you have to break?

Live It This Week

This week: (1) Memorize 1 Peter 5:7. (2) Each night, name the day's heaviest anxiety aloud and cast it 
with the words of Psalm 55:22; if you catch yourself retrieving it, cast it again without self-reproach. (3) 
Do one hidden act of apron-wearing service in your household. (4) Pray one Our Father for the pope and 
your bishop, under-shepherds accountable to the chief Shepherd. (5) Read 2 Peter 1 before next session: 

9



the study's second movement begins.

Closing Prayer

God of all grace, who called us to your eternal glory in Christ: after we have suffered a little while, restore, 
establish, and strengthen us. Give your Church shepherds after your own heart, clothe us all in the apron 
of humility, and keep us firm against the prowling enemy. To you be the dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen.

Scripture Memory

“Cast all your anxieties on him, for he cares about you”  (1 Peter 5:7, RSV2CE)

Leader Reference Card
Every passage used or referenced in this session

Primary text

1 Peter 5:1-14 (movements: 1-4, 5-7, 8-14)

Discovery passages (read aloud in session)

John 21:15-17 (the beach behind 5:2); John 13:4-8 (the towel behind 5:5)

Leader background and Dig Deeper

Ezekiel 34 (shepherds judged; God shepherds); Proverbs 3:34 (quoted 5:5); Psalm 55:22 (behind 5:7)

Matthew 16:18-19 (keys); Luke 22:25-27, 31-32 (style of authority; sifting; strengthen); Revelation 17- 
18 (Babylon)

Acts 12:12; 15:37-39; Colossians 4:10; 2 Timothy 4:11 (Mark's story, if asked)

Threads

RESOLVED: two priesthoods (2:9 with 5:1-4); RESOLVED: Peter's arc (courtyard, beach, Babylon)

“A little while” (5:10) closes the frame of 1:6; 2 Peter opens Session Nine

Catechism

CCC 880-882; 1547; 1551; 409; 2851-2854
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A LIVING HOPE
A Catholic Journey Through the Letters of Saint Peter

Session Nine

Partakers of the Divine Nature
2 Peter 1:1-11

“... he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, that through these you may... 

become partakers of the divine nature”

2 Peter 1:4  (RSV2CE)

Saint Joseph Parish, Springfield, Nebraska

Leader Preparation Guide
For the facilitator only. Not for distribution.

Session Overview

The study's second movement opens with the boldest sentence Peter ever wrote: God's promises exist so 
that “you may become partakers of the divine nature” (1:4). Where the first letter armed exiles to 
endure the world, the second letter aims them at their destiny: real participation in God's own life, what 
the Church's theology calls theosis or divinization. From that summit Peter builds a ladder of virtues 
(1:5-8), warns against the nearsightedness that forgets baptism (1:9), and issues the letter's key 
command: “be the more zealous to confirm your call and election” (1:10), grace answered by effort, 
perseverance sought rather than presumed. This session sets the trajectory for the whole second letter: 
since this is your destiny, grow toward it.

The Discovery Aim. Participants should be able to say: my destiny is not merely to be pardoned but to 
share God's own life; the divine power has already supplied everything needed for godliness; virtues 
grow on each other in an ordered ladder that starts from faith and ends in love; and my election is 
confirmed by zealous cooperation, not presumed like a possession.
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The Catholic Touchstone. Divinization, the patristic heart of salvation (CCC 460 is built on tonight's 
verse); grace as real participation in God's life (CCC 1997); merit and growth as grace cooperating with 
grace (CCC 2008-2010); and perseverance as a gift to be hoped for and asked for (CCC 2016, 2849), 
against both presumption and despair.

What You Need to Know

Introducing 2 Peter: An Honest Word

Be straightforward if asked. The letter presents itself as Peter's: “Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of 
Jesus Christ” (1:1), an eyewitness of the Transfiguration (1:16-18), author of a previous letter (3:1), near 
his death (1:14). In the early centuries its authenticity was the most discussed of the catholic epistles 
(Origen and Eusebius record the doubts honestly), and modern scholars debate whether it is Peter's own 
hand, the work of a disciple completing his testament (a recognized ancient practice), or later. What is 
not in doubt: the Church weighed those questions with eyes open and canonized the letter as inspired 
Scripture, apostolic testimony carrying Peter's authority. The genre is a testament: a dying leader's last 
deposit, which explains its urgency about remembrance (1:12-15). Teach it with full confidence as the 
word of God and Peter's testament; hedge only where the Church hedges.

Our God and Savior Jesus Christ (1:1)

“In the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ”: in the Greek construction, one article governs 
both nouns, making this one of the New Testament's most direct ascriptions of the title “God” to Jesus 
(with Jn 1:1; 20:28; Titus 2:13; Heb 1:8). The fisherman who once blurted “you are the Christ” now writes 
the full confession without flinching. Note also “a faith of equal standing with ours”: latecomers and 
eyewitnesses hold the same precious faith; no second-class Christians.

Partakers of the Divine Nature (1:3-4)

The order matters: “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness” (1:3, 
past tense: the equipment is already issued) “through the knowledge of him,” and through his “precious 
and very great promises... that you may become partakers (koinōnoi) of the divine nature.” This is not 
pantheism and not promotion to godhood by nature: the creature remains creature. It is adoption raised 
to its full voltage: by grace, God shares with us his own life, the communion of knowing and loving that 
the Trinity is, beginning at baptism and consummated in glory (1 Jn 3:2). The Fathers made this the very 
definition of salvation, and the Catechism plants its flag on this verse: the Word became flesh to make us 
partakers of the divine nature (CCC 460). If your group has only ever heard salvation described as 
acquittal, tonight enlarges the map: pardon is the porch; participation is the house.

The Ladder of Virtues (1:5-9)

“For this very reason make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with 
knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with 
godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.” Eight rungs in a 
deliberate chain: faith is the foundation (the theological root), love (agapē) the crown; between them, a 
natural reading, the one Q5 will put under pressure, is that each virtue stabilizes the next: conviction 
needs moral courage (virtue), courage needs discernment (knowledge), discernment needs mastery of 
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appetite (self-control), mastery needs staying power (steadfastness), staying power needs Godward 
orientation (godliness), and reverence for God must become warmth toward the brethren before it can 
flower into universal love. “For this very reason... make every effort”: grace does not replace effort; it 
funds it (cf. Phil 2:12-13). Verse 9's diagnosis of the stalled Christian is precise: “blind and shortsighted 
and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins”: spiritual myopia begins with baptismal 
amnesia, a direct callback to everything Session Six established.

Confirm Your Call and Election (1:10-11)

“Be the more zealous to confirm your call and election, for if you do this you will never fall; so there will 
be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom.” Election is God's initiative; confirming 
it is our cooperation; the grammar is conditional (“if you do this”) and the command would be nonsense 
if perseverance were automatic. This is the Catholic both/and in one verse: assurance is real (“you will 
never fall” stands at the end of the path of zeal) and presumption is excluded (the path must actually be 
walked). The steelman chain in Q7-Q8 engages the once-saved-always-saved reading with charity and 
lets the verse's own grammar answer.

Old Testament Roots and Fulfillment

Genesis 1:26-27: The Image Restored and Surpassed

Humanity was created “in our image, after our likeness”: made for communion with God from the first 
page. Sin defaced the likeness; grace does more than repair it: in Christ, the image-bearers become 
partakers. What Adam grasped at (“you will be like God,” Gen 3:5, the serpent's counterfeit of a true 
destiny) is given as gift on God's terms.

Psalm 82:6 and John 10:34-36

“I say, ‘You are gods, sons of the Most High, all of you’”: traditionally understood as spoken to Israel’s 
judges; Jesus himself identifies them simply as those to whom the word of God came (Jn 10:35). 
Interpreters debate the psalm’s original referents, but his argument does not depend on settling that 
question. Jesus himself quotes it (Jn 10:34-36) to argue from the lesser to the greater about his own 
divine sonship. Tonight's discovery (Q3) walks the group through both texts: Scripture's own language 
strains toward the destiny 2 Peter 1:4 names.

Voices of the Church

Voices of the Church

St. Athanasius of Alexandria (d. 373), On the Incarnation 54

The champion of Nicaea states the exchange in one immortal sentence: the Son of God became man so 
that we might become God, that is, sharers by grace in the divine life. The Catechism quotes him on 
exactly this point (CCC 460), and his logic guarded Christmas itself: only one who is truly God can give 
creatures a share in God.
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Voices of the Church

St. Irenaeus of Lyons (d. c. 202), Against Heresies, Book V, Preface

A spiritual grandson of the apostles (his teacher St. Polycarp knew St. John), St. Irenaeus writes that the 
Word of God, through his transcendent love, became what we are, that he might bring us to be what he 
himself is. The wonderful exchange was the Church's teaching within a century of Peter's death, and the 
Catechism gathers a companion sentence of his, from Against Heresies III.19.1, beside Athanasius's 
under 2 Peter 1:4 (CCC 460).

Voices of the Church

St. Thomas Aquinas (d. 1274), Opusculum 57 on Corpus Christi

The Angelic Doctor, in his office for Corpus Christi, teaches that the only-begotten Son of God, wishing to 
make us sharers in his divinity, assumed our nature, so that he, made man, might make men gods. That 
this line stands in a Eucharistic work is no accident: the sacrament of his Body is where the partaking of 
1:4 touches our lips. It is the third voice the Catechism gathers under tonight's verse (CCC 460).

Catechism Connection
CCC 460. “The Word became flesh to make us partakers of the divine nature”: the paragraph opens by 
quoting 2 Peter 1:4 and then stacks St. Irenaeus, St. Athanasius, and St. Thomas beneath it. Tonight's 
three witnesses are the Catechism's own, though its Irenaeus quotation is a companion line from 
Against Heresies III.19.1.

CCC 1996-1997. Grace is favor, free and undeserved, and it is “a participation in the life of God,” 
introducing us into the intimacy of Trinitarian life. Grace is not a substance God gives instead of himself; 
it is his own life shared.

CCC 2008-2010, 2016, and 2849. Merit: God's free initiative first, then man's collaboration, so that our 
merits are themselves God's gifts; the faithful rightly hope for the grace of final perseverance (CCC 2016), 
and the Our Father's last petition asks for it (CCC 2849). Zeal to confirm one's call (1:10) is this doctrine 
in apostolic form.

Thread Watch

1. New thread: growth. “Make every effort... supplement” (1:5) opens the second letter's arc; its 
final verse will close it: “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord” (3:18, Session Twelve). The 
ladder is the study's second-half spine.

2. Baptismal memory. 1:9's “forgotten that he was cleansed” reaches back to 3:21 (Session Six): the 
diagnosis of stagnation is amnesia about the font.

3. Knowledge (epignōsis). “The knowledge of him” brackets this letter (1:2-3, 8; 3:18) and is the 
antidote it will prescribe against false teachers (Session Eleven). Plant the word tonight.
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Session Goals for the Leader

1.  Enlarge the group's picture of salvation from acquittal to participation, with CCC 460's three 
voices.

2.  Walk the ladder rung by rung and have each participant locate their current rung honestly.

3.  Run the eternal-security steelman with charity and let 1:10's grammar answer it.

4.  Handle the authorship question, if raised, with the leader-prep honesty: confident on canon, 
hedged where the Church hedges.

Leader Note

Time frame: 75 to 90 minutes. If time runs short, Q2 and the Dig Deeper are the cuts; keep Q3, the ladder 
work in Q5, and the steelman chain.

Discussion Guide
Session Nine  •  Partakers of the Divine Nature  •  2 Peter 1:1-11

Opening Prayer

Opening Prayer

Father, your divine power has granted us everything needed for life and godliness. Open tonight the 
promises you call precious and very great, and draw us up the ladder of your virtues, from faith all the 
way to love, until we share, by your gift, in your own nature. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Win: Gathering In

  

◆Finish this sentence honestly: “For me, being saved basically means _____.” No wrong answers tonight; 

we are taking inventory before Peter enlarges the map.

  

◆What is a skill you deliberately built rung by rung, an instrument, a sport, a trade? What did the early 

rungs feel like compared to now?
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Build: Working the Text

Leader Note

One-minute recap: the first letter closed with the restored shepherd writing from Rome. Tonight his 
testament begins, and it opens at the summit. Ask, wait, work, confirm.

Movement One: The Summit Sentence (1:1-4)

Read: 2 Peter 1:1-4   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q1.  Verse 1 addresses “those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours in the righteousness 

of our God and Savior Jesus Christ.” Two things hide in this greeting. First: whose faith has “equal 
standing” with the apostles' own, and what does that mean for people like us, twenty centuries late? 
Second: read the last six words slowly. What is Jesus called?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

First: ordinary converts who never saw Galilee hold a faith of equal standing, equally precious, with 
eyewitness apostles; there are no second-class Christians and no nostalgia advantage; your faith is not a 
lesser edition (cf. Jn 20:29). Second: Jesus is called, in one breath, “our God and Savior”; in the Greek, one 
article binds both titles to one person. The fisherman who confessed “you are the Christ” at Caesarea 
Philippi writes the full conclusion at the end of his life. Divinity is not a fourth-century invention; it is 
the letterhead of this epistle.

Q2.  Verse 3: “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness.” Check the 

tense of the verb. What has already been issued, and what does that do to the most common excuse 
in the spiritual life: “I just don't have what it takes to be holy”?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Past tense: has granted; the equipment for godliness is already in your kit, supplied “through the 
knowledge of him who called us.” The excuse dissolves: holiness is not reserved for people issued a 
special temperament; every baptized person has been issued the divine power itself (grace, the 
sacraments, the Spirit). The honest question shifts from “do I have what it takes?” to “am I using what I 
was given?”, which is exactly where Peter's ladder is about to take us.

Q3.  Verse 4 says the promises were given “that you may become partakers of the divine nature.” 

Scripture has been straining toward this from the start. Look up two texts and read them aloud: 
Genesis 1:26-27 and then Psalm 82:6 with John 10:34-36. What destiny is written into humanity's 
creation, and what does Jesus do with the psalm's shocking line “you are gods”?

Leader Note

6



Discovery moment. If they stall on John 10: to whom does Jesus say the psalm applied (those to whom the 
word of God came), and what is he arguing about himself?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

From page one, humanity is made “in our image, after our likeness”: built for communion with God. 
Psalm 82 dares to call the bearers of God's word “gods, sons of the Most High,” and Jesus, far from 
softening it, wields it: if Scripture called them gods, how much more may the consecrated Son say “I am 
the Son of God” (Jn 10:34-36). Peter's 1:4 is where the trajectory lands: by grace, not by nature, creatures 
are given real participation (koinōnoi, the sharing word) in God's own life. Note the serpent's 
counterfeit: “you will be like God” by grasping (Gen 3:5). The true version is the same destiny received as 
gift, on God's terms, in Christ.

Q4.  Let the claim land. Many of us learned to define salvation as acquittal: my sins forgiven, my 

sentence commuted. Verse 4 says the goal is participation in God's own nature. What is the 
difference between a pardoned criminal and an adopted, transformed son? Which gospel is bigger, 
and which have you been living in?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

A pardoned criminal walks free but unchanged, standing outside the judge's house; an adopted son lives 
inside it, bears the name, and grows into the family likeness, sharing the very life of the Father. Pardon 
is real and necessary, and it is the porch, not the house. The Fathers made divinization the definition of 
salvation: St. Athanasius, the Son of God became man that we might become God; St. Irenaeus, he 
became what we are to bring us to what he is; St. Thomas, that he, made man, might make men gods 
(the three witnesses the Church gathers under this verse, CCC 460, which cites a companion Irenaeus 
line from Against Heresies III.19.1). Grace is not a substance God hands you instead of himself; it is his 
own life, shared (CCC 1997). This is also why the Eucharist matters supremely: partaking is not a 
metaphor at the altar rail.

Movement Two: The Ladder (1:5-9)

Read: 2 Peter 1:5-9   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q5.  Verses 5-7 build an eight-rung ladder: faith, virtue, knowledge, self-control, steadfastness, 

godliness, brotherly affection, love. Work the order in pairs: why does each rung need the one before 
it? Test at least three joints (for example: why does knowledge need self-control after it? why must 
godliness pass through brotherly affection before reaching love?). Then, privately: which rung are 
you standing on?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

The joints hold under pressure: faith without virtue is conviction without courage (belief that never 
costs anything); virtue without knowledge is zeal without discernment (courage aimed wrong); 
knowledge without self-control is insight that appetite overrules (knowing better and doing worse); 
self-control without steadfastness is a strong week followed by collapse; steadfastness without godliness 
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is white-knuckle stoicism with no Godward face; godliness without brotherly affection is piety that is 
cold at close range; and affection for the brethren must widen into agapē, love even of enemies, or it 
remains tribal warmth. The ladder starts in grace (faith) and ends in God's own life (love), which is the 
divine nature of verse 4 expressed as character. Let the private question sit; no one reports out unless 
they wish to.

Q6.  Verse 9 diagnoses the Christian who stalls: “blind and shortsighted and has forgotten that he was 

cleansed from his old sins.” Notice where spiritual nearsightedness begins, according to Peter. What 
does forgetting your baptism have to do with losing your vision, and what did we learn in Session 
Six that this verse assumes?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

The stall begins with amnesia: forget what happened at the font (that you were truly cleansed, born 
anew, joined to the Risen One, Session Six's 3:21) and the horizon shrinks to the visible and immediate; 
you become shortsighted, living for the week instead of the kingdom. Memory is spiritual optics: the 
person who remembers what they already are can see where they are going. This is why the Church 
keeps handing you your baptism: holy water at the door, the Creed, Easter's renewal of promises. The 
cure for the stalled rung is rarely more willpower; it is usually better memory.

Movement Three: Confirm Your Call (1:10-11)

Read: 2 Peter 1:10-11   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q7.  Verse 10 says “if you do this you will never fall.” Many devout Christians read promises like this as 

eternal security: once genuinely saved, a person cannot finally fall, and any zeal afterward is 
gratitude, never necessity. Build that reading as strongly as you can, from its best texts. What 
genuinely supports it?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

At full strength: salvation is God's work from first to last (Eph 2:8-9); Jesus promises that no one can 
snatch his sheep from his hand (Jn 10:28-29); Paul is confident that he who began a good work will 
complete it (Phil 1:6); and a salvation that could be lost by human weakness seems to make God's grip 
depend on ours. On this reading, “you will never fall” is a settled guarantee, and the zeal of verse 10 is 
the fruit of assurance, not its condition. Say it that fairly; these are real texts and this reading honors 
God's sovereignty. Steel, not straw.

Q8.  Now press it with tonight's verse itself. Read 1:10 again slowly: what is the grammatical mood of “be 

the more zealous to confirm your call and election,” and what little word makes the promise 
conditional? Why would Peter command us to confirm something that could not fail? And check 
verses 8-9: what two conditions does Peter say are possible for a genuine, cleansed Christian?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)
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The verse is an imperative resting on a conditional: be zealous to confirm, for if you do this you will 
never fall. The strongest eternal-security reply is ready for this: God preserves his elect precisely 
through such commands, so the imperative is the appointed means of the guarantee, not evidence 
against it. Grant that the reply is coherent, then look at what Peter says can actually happen. And verses 
8-9 say a truly cleansed Christian can become “ineffective,” “unfruitful,” blind, forgetful, which is why 
the warning exists (the darker case arrives in 2:20-22, Session Eleven): people who had escaped the 
defilements of the world and are again entangled and overcome. Peter treats falling as a live outcome for 
the cleansed, not a hypothetical God merely dangles as a tool, and that is what the means-of-
preservation reading must flatten. The Catholic synthesis keeps every text: God's grip is stronger than 
ours and no one can snatch us from his hand, and we remain free to walk out of it; therefore assurance 
without presumption, hope without anxiety. The Church's counsel is Peter's: hope for and beg the grace 
of final perseverance (CCC 2016, 2849), and confirm the election daily with the zeal of verse 5. Notice the 
destination for the zealous: not a squeaked-through entrance but one “richly provided” into the eternal 
kingdom (1:11).

Send: Carrying It Out
  

◆You privately located your rung on the ladder. What is one concrete practice, small enough to actually 

do, that works on exactly that rung this month?

  

◆If salvation is participation in God's own life, what changes about why you go to Mass, and what you 

think is happening at Communion?

Live It This Week

This week: (1) Memorize 2 Peter 1:4 (from “he has granted” through “divine nature”). (2) Each morning, 
name your rung and ask for its grace in one sentence. (3) Before Communion this Sunday, pray St. 
Thomas's line: you assumed our nature to make us sharers in yours. (4) Write the eight rungs on a card 
and keep it where you will see it; we will meet the ladder's final rung again in Session Twelve.

Closing Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, our God and Savior, you became what we are to bring us to what you are. Grant us zeal 
to confirm the call you spoke over us, supply each rung of the climb, and provide for us richly, at the last, 
an entrance into your eternal kingdom. Amen.

Scripture Memory
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“... he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, that through these you may escape from the 
corruption that is in the world because of passion, and become partakers of the divine nature”  (2 Peter 1:4, 

RSV2CE)

Leader Reference Card
Every passage used or referenced in this session

Primary text

2 Peter 1:1-11 (movements: 1-4, 5-9, 10-11)

Discovery passages (read aloud in session)

Genesis 1:26-27; Psalm 82:6 with John 10:34-36 (the trajectory toward 1:4)

Leader background and steelman texts

Genesis 3:5 (the counterfeit); 1 John 3:2 (consummation); John 20:29 (equal standing)

Ephesians 2:8-9; John 10:28-29; Philippians 1:6 (build); 2 Peter 1:8-9; 2:20-22 (press)

Philippians 2:12-13 (grace funds effort); Titus 2:13; John 1:1; 20:28 (divinity parallels)

Threads

NEW: growth arc (1:5) closes at 3:18 (Session Twelve); knowledge (epignōsis) recurs Sessions Ten to 
Twelve

Baptismal memory (1:9) reaches back to 3:21 (Session Six)

Catechism

CCC 460; 1996-1997; 2008-2010; 2016; 2849
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A LIVING HOPE
A Catholic Journey Through the Letters of Saint Peter

Session Ten

Eyewitnesses of His Majesty
2 Peter 1:12-21

“We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty”

2 Peter 1:16  (RSV2CE)

Saint Joseph Parish, Springfield, Nebraska

Leader Preparation Guide
For the facilitator only. Not for distribution.

Session Overview

A dying man decides what to say while there is time. Peter knows “the putting off of my body will be 
soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ showed me” (1:14; Jn 21:18-19), and he spends his remaining ink on two 
anchors for the Church he will leave behind: memory and Scripture. The memory is the Transfiguration: 
“we were eyewitnesses of his majesty... we heard this voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on 
the holy mountain” (1:16-18). The Scripture is “the prophetic word made more sure... a lamp shining in a 
dark place,” with the famous rider: “no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation” 
(1:19-21). Tonight the group reads Luke's Transfiguration beside Peter's memoir of it, and then works, 
with steelman honesty, the question every Bible-reading Christian must face: how is this book meant to 
be read, and with whom?

The Discovery Aim. Participants should be able to say: the faith rests on eyewitness testimony, not 
myth; Peter's account of the mountain omits his own embarrassment, and the omission is its own 
signature; Scripture is a lamp we are commanded to attend to; and a book that came from the Holy 
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Spirit through the community of the covenant is meant to be read in the Spirit within that same 
community.

The Catholic Touchstone. The historical, testimonial character of the Gospel (CCC 126); the 

Transfiguration as a foretaste of glory (CCC 554-556); the inspiration of Scripture (CCC 105-107); and 
interpretation within the living Tradition of the Church, Scripture's native habitat (CCC 113; 85-87).

What You Need to Know

The Testament Frame (1:12-15)

Three times in four verses Peter says his goal is remembrance: “to remind you,” “to arouse you by way of 
reminder,” “so that after my departure you may be able at any time to recall these things.” Note two 
words. “Departure” is exodos in Greek, and Luke uses the identical word for what Jesus discussed with 
Moses and Elijah on the mountain of the Transfiguration: “they spoke of his departure (exodos), which 
he was to accomplish at Jerusalem” (Lk 9:31). Peter, remembering that mountain a paragraph later, 
names his own death with the mountain's own word: his martyrdom will be a little exodus following the 
Lord's great one. Second, 1:15's promise to enable recall “at any time” after his death is, on the earliest 
tradition, connected to Mark's Gospel, Peter's preaching written down (Session Eight). The apostolic 
answer to apostolic death is transmitted memory: in a word, Tradition (CCC 76-83).

Eyewitnesses of His Majesty (1:16-18)

“We did not follow cleverly devised myths.” The ancient world was full of divine legends and mystery 
cults; Peter's defense is testimony: we saw, we heard, we were with him. The event he selects is the 
Transfiguration: honor and glory from the Father, the voice from the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased,” on “the holy mountain.” Why the Transfiguration rather than a 
resurrection appearance? Because tonight's argument concerns “the power and coming (parousia) of 
our Lord”: the scoffers of chapter 3 deny the Second Coming, and the Transfiguration was precisely a 
preview of the Son's royal glory (cf. Mt 16:28-17:8: “they saw the kingdom before tasting death”). Peter 
answers “where is the promise of his coming?” with “I have seen it.”

What Peter Leaves Out

Set Luke 9:28-36 beside 1:16-18 (tonight's discovery, Q3) and the omissions speak. Luke records that 
Peter and his companions were “heavy with sleep,” that Peter blurted a plan to build three booths “not 
knowing what he said,” and that the disciples were afraid. Peter's own account keeps the glory, the 
voice, the mountain, and quietly drops his embarrassing cameo. This is not spin; it is the humility of a 
man who has learned which part of the story matters, and it is also a quiet mark of authenticity: an 
inventor of tales gives himself better lines. (The same pattern marks Mark's Gospel, Peter's preaching, 
which is hardest of all the Gospels on Peter.)

The Lamp and Its Reading (1:19-21)

“We have the prophetic word made more sure. You will do well to pay attention to this as to a lamp 
shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.” Eyewitness glory 
does not retire Scripture; it confirms it, and the confirmed word is the Church's lamp until the Parousia 
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dawns. Then the rider: “First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter 
of one's own interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by the impulse of man, but men moved by 
the Holy Spirit spoke from God.” Be honest about the primary sense (the steelman in Q6-Q7 depends on 
it): verse 21's “because” grounds verse 20 in origin: prophecy did not arise from the prophet's private 
ideas, so it is not decoded by private ingenuity either. The principle runs forward as well as backward: 
what the Spirit gave through the covenant community is read rightly in the Spirit within that 
community. Peter's own letter closes the loop at 3:16: the untaught and unstable “twist” the Scriptures 
“to their own destruction”, so twisting is possible, common, and lethal, and the letter's remedy is 
apostolic remembrance (1:12-15). The Catholic claim is not that laypeople cannot read Scripture (the 
Church begs them to: CCC 133) but that the Bible's native habitat is the Church that received, discerned, 
and canonized it, and that the Magisterium serves, not masters, the Word (CCC 85-87, 113).

Old Testament Roots and Fulfillment

The Mountain of Glory: Sinai Echoes

The Transfiguration is saturated with Sinai: the cloud, the glory, the voice, Moses present in person, the 
chosen witnesses. Where Sinai's glory made the mountain untouchable, Tabor's glory shines from a face 
the disciples know. “This is my beloved Son” gathers Psalm 2:7 (the royal Son), Isaiah 42:1 (the Servant 
in whom God delights), and Deuteronomy 18:15 (“listen to him,” the Prophet like Moses).

The Morning Star

“Until... the morning star rises in your hearts” (1:19) draws on Numbers 24:17 (“a star shall come forth 
out of Jacob”), the oracle of Balaam, whose darker story dominates the next session. Revelation closes 
the canon with the title claimed: “I am the root and the offspring of David, the bright morning star” (Rev 
22:16).

Voices of the Church

Voices of the Church

St. Leo the Great (d. 461), Sermon 51 on the Transfiguration

Preaching on Tabor, St. Leo teaches that the Transfiguration's great purpose was to remove the scandal 
of the cross from the disciples' hearts: the brightness of his hidden majesty was shown in advance so 
that the coming humiliation would not shatter their faith, and the hope of the whole body of Christ was 
anchored, since the members are promised a share in the glory that blazed in their Head. The Church 
reads this sermon in the Office of Readings each Lent; it is Peter's 1:16-18 preached by his successor.

Voices of the Church

St. Vincent of Lérins (d. c. 445), Commonitorium 2

St. Vincent asks why, if Scripture is complete and sufficient, the Church's interpretive tradition is 
needed, and answers: because Scripture's very depth means all do not receive it in one and the same 
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sense; the same texts are read one way by one man and another way by another, so the line of prophetic 
and apostolic interpretation must be directed according to the standard of the Church's universal 
understanding. He is answering, in the fifth century, exactly the situation 2 Peter 1:20 and 3:16 describe.

Voices of the Church

St. Jerome (d. 420), Commentary on Isaiah, Prologue

The Church's great translator declares that ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ, a line the 
Catechism enshrines (CCC 133) in its plea that the faithful read the Bible frequently and prayerfully. 
Hold St. Jerome beside St. Vincent and you have the full Catholic posture: maximal devotion to Scripture, 
read within the Church's living understanding, never one without the other.

Catechism Connection

CCC 554-556. The Transfiguration: a foretaste of the kingdom, the Trinity's appearance (the Father in 
the voice, the Son in the man, the Spirit in the cloud), given to fortify the disciples for the scandal of the 
cross.

CCC 105-107 and 133. God is the author of Scripture, which teaches firmly, faithfully, and without error 
the truth God willed for our salvation; and the Church forcefully exhorts all the faithful to frequent 
reading of it.

CCC 113 and 85-87. Read the Scripture within the living Tradition of the whole Church; the 

Magisterium is the servant of the Word of God, teaching only what has been handed on. Servant, not 
master: the Catholic claim in two words.

Thread Watch

1. New thread: interpretation. 1:20-21 opens the question; 3:15-16 (the twisting of Paul's letters) 
resolves it in Session Twelve. Plant tonight, harvest there.

2. The parousia defended. Tonight's eyewitness argument (1:16) is the first answer to the scoffers 
of 3:3-4; the Transfiguration previews the Coming the scoffers deny.

3. Exodos. Peter names his death with the Transfiguration's own word (1:15; Lk 9:31): martyrdom as 
a little exodus. The exile thread (1 Pet 1:1) is quietly becoming a homecoming; Session Twelve 
completes it.

Session Goals for the Leader

1.  Establish the faith's testimonial ground: eyewitnesses, not myths, and let the group feel its force.
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2.  Run the Luke 9 discovery: what Peter keeps, what he omits, and what the omission reveals.

3.  Work the interpretation steelman with full honesty about verse 20's primary sense.

4.  Send everyone home more in love with Scripture, not less: St. Jerome's devotion with St. Vincent's 
compass.

Leader Note

Time frame: 75 to 90 minutes. If time runs short, Q2 and the Dig Deeper are the cuts; never cut Q3 or the 
steelman chain in Q6-Q7.

Discussion Guide
Session Ten  •  Eyewitnesses of His Majesty  •  2 Peter 1:12-21

Opening Prayer

Opening Prayer

Father of the Majestic Glory, you spoke on the holy mountain: this is my beloved Son; listen to him. Give us 
tonight the eyewitnesses' confidence and the Church's ears. Make your word a lamp for our darkness 
until the day dawns and the morning star rises in our hearts. Amen.

Win: Gathering In

  

◆If you learned you had one year left, what would you make sure the people you love could remember 

and hold onto after you were gone? How would you make sure?

  

◆Has anyone ever told you the faith is just “myths people made up”? What did you say, or wish you 

had said?

Build: Working the Text

Leader Note

One-minute recap: our destiny is participation in the divine nature, climbed rung by rung. Tonight the 
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dying apostle anchors the Church he is leaving: memory and Scripture. Ask, wait, work, confirm.

Movement One: A Dying Man's Priorities (1:12-15)

Read: 2 Peter 1:12-15   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q1.  Peter says he will die soon, “as our Lord Jesus Christ showed me” (1:14). Turn to John 21:18-19 and 

read what the risen Jesus told him on the beach, right after “Feed my sheep.” What was Peter 
promised, how long has he lived with it, and what has it done to him, judging by the calm of these 
verses?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Jesus told him that in old age he would stretch out his hands and be carried where he did not wish to go, 
“showing by what death he was to glorify God,” and then said: “Follow me.” Peter has carried that 
promise for three decades, and it has produced not dread but agenda: three times in four verses his one 
concern is that the flock be able to remember after he is gone. A man who knows how his story ends is 
free to spend the remaining pages on others. Note his word for death: “departure,” in Greek exodos, a 
journey out of bondage, not into extinction.

Q2.  Verse 15: “I will see to it that after my departure you may be able at any time to recall these things.” 

An apostle's death threatens the Church's memory. What mechanisms did the apostolic Church 
actually use to “see to it” that the memory survived, and where do we still meet them? (Hint: one of 
them may be sitting behind 5:13's “my son Mark.”)

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Written Gospels (the earliest tradition says Mark wrote down Peter's preaching: Session Eight), letters 
like this one, and ordained successors entrusted with the deposit (“what you have heard from me... 
entrust to faithful men,” 2 Tim 2:2). The apostolic answer to apostolic death is transmitted memory: 
Scripture and Tradition, handed on in a Church with shepherds, which is why we can “recall these 
things at any time” twenty centuries later, tonight, in this room (CCC 76-83). Tradition is not the rival of 
Scripture; it is the living hand that carried it to you.

Movement Two: The Mountain Remembered (1:16-18)

Read: 2 Peter 1:16-18   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q3.  Peter stakes everything on testimony: “we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.” Now turn to Luke 

9:28-36 and read the scene he is remembering. Compare carefully: what does Peter's account keep 
from that night, and what does he leave out, especially about himself? What does the omission tell 
you?

Leader Note

The discovery moment; give it time. If they stall: what does Luke say Peter blurted out, and what editorial 
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comment does Luke attach to it? Does Peter mention any of that here?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

He keeps the glory, the voice from heaven (“This is my beloved Son”), and the holy mountain. He omits 
that he was heavy with sleep, that he proposed building three booths “not knowing what he said,” and 
that they were terrified. The omission is humility with a signature: a fabricator gives himself better 
lines; an honest old man keeps the part that matters and drops his own cameo. (The same fingerprint 
marks Mark's Gospel, Peter's preaching, which is harder on Peter than any other Gospel.) And notice 
which event he chose: not a resurrection appearance but the Transfiguration, the preview of the Son's 
royal glory, because the argument coming in chapter 3 is about the Second Coming, and Peter's answer 
to “where is the promise of his coming?” is: I saw the preview with my own eyes (CCC 554-556).

Q4.  “We did not follow cleverly devised myths” (1:16). The ancient world was full of divine legends and 
mystery 

cults, and the modern world says the same thing with the word “myth” swapped for “wish 
fulfillment.” What separates the apostolic claim from myth, structurally? Think: names, dates, 
places, witnesses, and what the witnesses were willing to pay.

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Myths float outside history (“once, in the age of the gods...”); the apostolic claim nails itself down: under 
Pontius Pilate, in Jerusalem, at Passover, witnessed by named people who could be, and were, cross-
examined (cf. 1 Cor 15:3-8; Lk 1:1-4). And the witnesses accepted torture and death rather than retract, 
beginning with the author of this letter, who wrote these words awaiting the execution his Lord had 
promised him. People die for myths they believe; they do not die for testimony they know they invented. 
The faith invites the investigation myths cannot survive.

Movement Three: The Lamp and Its Reading (1:19-21)

Read: 2 Peter 1:19-21   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q5.  Verse 19: even after the mountaintop vision, Peter points the Church to “the prophetic word made 

more sure... a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns.” What is he saying about the place 
of Scripture between now and the Second Coming? What do people typically reach for in the dark 
instead?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Between the first coming and the parousia, Scripture is the issued lamp: attended to (“you will do well 
to pay attention”), it lights the path until the day itself dawns and the morning star, Christ (Rev 22:16), 
rises in the heart. In the dark, people reach instead for vibes, influencers, horoscopes, and anxiety. The 
Church's counsel is St. Jerome's: ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ (CCC 133); a Catholic 
without a Bible habit is walking a dark road with the lamp still in the box.
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Q6.  Verses 20-21 add the famous rider: “no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one's own 

interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by the impulse of man, but men moved by the Holy 
Spirit spoke from God.” Many Protestant readers argue this text is only about the origin of prophecy, 
not about who may interpret the Bible today. Build that reading as strongly as you can from the 
grammar itself. What supports it?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

At full strength: verse 21 begins with “because,” grounding verse 20, and verse 21 is entirely about origin: 
prophecy never came by human impulse but from God through Spirit-moved men. So the parallel claim 
in verse 20 would be: prophecy did not originate in the prophet's own private explanation of things; it is 
God-given, not self-generated. On this reading the verse teaches inspiration, not a rule about who may 
interpret today, and using it as a proof text against private Bible reading overreaches. Stated that fairly, 
this is a genuinely strong reading, and many careful Catholic scholars agree it is the primary sense. 
Steel, not straw; now let the letter itself carry the principle forward.

Q7.  Now press forward with three witnesses. First: if Scripture's origin is the Spirit speaking through 

the covenant community, what follows about the manner and company in which it is rightly read? 
Second: read Acts 8:30-31, Philip and the Ethiopian official reading Isaiah. What does the man say 
when asked if he understands? Third: keep a finger in 2 Peter 3:16, where this same letter describes 
what the “ignorant and unstable” do to Paul's letters and “the other scriptures.” Where does all this 
leave the reader who says “just me and my Bible is enough”?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

First: a word that came from the Holy Spirit through the people of God is read rightly in the same Spirit, 
within the same people; origin sets the terms of reception (CCC 111, 113). Second: the official's answer is 
the honest reader's answer in every century: “How can I, unless some one guides me?”, and God's 
response was not “the text is enough”; it was to send him a guide, Philip, an ordained man of the 
apostolic Church, who “beginning with this scripture... told him the good news of Jesus.” Third: Peter 
himself testifies that Scripture can be twisted “to their own destruction” (3:16), so the mere possession 
of the true text guarantees nothing; the same Bible, read apart from a living and authoritative Tradition, 
has produced contradictory churches by the thousand, and not only among lone readers; serious 
communities with creeds, confessions, pastors, and scholars still divide over baptism, the Supper, and 
salvation itself, which is St. Vincent of Lérins's exact observation: because of Scripture's depth, all do not 
receive it in one and the same sense, so it must be read by the standard of the Church's universal 
understanding. The Catholic position is therefore two loves, not one restriction: read the Bible 
constantly (St. Jerome), and read it inside the family that received, discerned, canonized, and lives it, 
with a Magisterium that is the Word's servant, not its master (CCC 85-87). This thread resolves in 
Session Twelve, where Peter's remedy for twisted Scripture turns out to be exactly the apostolic 
remembrance he promised in 1:12-15.

Send: Carrying It Out
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◆Peter chose one memory to anchor the Church: the mountain. What is the one moment of God's 

reality in your own life that you would want the people after you to hold? Have you ever told it out 
loud?

  

◆Honestly assess your lamp: how is your Scripture habit, and what one structure (a time, a plan, this 

group) would make it survivable past this study's end?

Live It This Week

This week: (1) Memorize 2 Peter 1:16. (2) Read Luke 9:28-36 once more, slowly, on your own, and then 
tell your Transfiguration story, the anchor moment of God's reality in your life, to one person. (3) Begin, 
or restart, a daily lamp habit: even ten minutes of the Gospel of Mark, Peter's own memories, would 
carry you through both letters' world. (4) Pray for the grace to love Scripture like St. Jerome and to read 
it with the Church like St. Vincent.

Closing Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, beloved Son and morning star: you let your glory blaze on the mountain so the cross 
would not shatter your friends. Anchor us in the eyewitness word, keep our lamp burning in this dark 
place, and teach us to read what your Spirit wrote within the family your Spirit gathers. Amen.

Scripture Memory

“For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty”  (2 Peter 1:16, RSV2CE)

Leader Reference Card
Every passage used or referenced in this session

Primary text

2 Peter 1:12-21 (movements: 12-15, 16-18, 19-21)

Discovery passages (read aloud in session)

Luke 9:28-36 (the Transfiguration beside Peter's memoir); John 21:18-19 (the promised death)

Acts 8:30-31 (Philip and the Ethiopian, the press in Q7)

Leader background and Dig Deeper
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Psalm 2:7; Isaiah 42:1; Deuteronomy 18:15 (the voice's sources); Numbers 24:17; Revelation 22:16 
(morning star)

1 Corinthians 15:3-8; Luke 1:1-4 (testimony, not myth); 2 Timothy 2:2 (succession); 2 Peter 3:16 
(twisting, Session Twelve)

Threads

NEW: interpretation (1:20-21) resolves at 3:15-16 (Session Twelve); parousia defense (1:16) answers 
3:3-4

Exodos: Lk 9:31 with 1:15; martyrdom as little exodus; exile thread completes Session Twelve

Catechism

CCC 554-556; 105-107; 133; 113; 85-87; 76-83
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A LIVING HOPE
A Catholic Journey Through the Letters of Saint Peter

Session Eleven

False Teachers and the Way of Truth
2 Peter 2:1-22

“They promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption; for whatever 

overcomes a man, to that he is enslaved”

2 Peter 2:19  (RSV2CE)

Saint Joseph Parish, Springfield, Nebraska

Leader Preparation Guide
For the facilitator only. Not for distribution.

Session Overview

The testament turns to its warning. “False prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be 
false teachers among you” (2:1): not attacking from outside but arising within, smuggling in destructive 
opinions, denying the Master who bought them, and exploiting the flock with manufactured words. 
Chapter 2 is the New Testament's most sustained profile of religious fraud, and its enduring gift is a set 
of diagnostics that work in every century: watch the doctrine (does it quietly deny the Master?), the 
appetite (licentiousness dressed as liberty), the wallet (greed and exploitation), and the fruit (what 
happens to the people who follow). The chapter's philosophical center is 2:19, one of Scripture's sharpest 
sentences on freedom: “whatever overcomes a man, to that he is enslaved.” Teach principles tonight, not 
personalities: give the group the instrument panel, and let the Spirit do the applying.

The Discovery Aim. Participants should be able to say: false teaching typically arises inside, wears 
attractive dress, and monetizes; God's pattern in judgment is rescue for the faithful, not merely wrath 
(Noah, Lot); freedom detached from truth becomes a recruiting slogan for slavery; and apostasy is a real 
possibility that sober hope takes seriously without terror.
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The Catholic Touchstone. The Church's realism about heresy as a wound from within (CCC 817, 2089); 
authentic freedom as the power to do the good, perfected in obedience to truth (CCC 1730-1733, 1740- 
1742); discernment by fruits; and the possibility of falling after grace, which grounds vigilance without 
destroying assurance.

What You Need to Know

The Profile (2:1-3)

Four diagnostics in three verses. (1) Origin: “among you”, the danger is internal, wearing the 
community's own vocabulary. (2) Method: “secretly bring in” (pareisaxousin, smuggle): error arrives 
packaged, never labeled. (3) Doctrine: “even denying the Master who bought them”: the test is always 
ultimately Christological; teaching that diminishes Christ's lordship, his commands, or his cross has 
failed the assay whatever else it gets right. (4) Motive and method: “in their greed they will exploit you 
with false words” (plastois logois, molded, plastic words). Note the pastoral aside in “the Master who 
bought them”: the deniers were bought; redeemed people can repudiate their Redeemer. This quietly 
reinforces Session Nine's conclusion about perseverance; use a light touch, since the heavy lifting was 
done there.

Three Precedents, One Pattern (2:4-10a)

Peter's long conditional stacks three judgments: the angels who sinned, the flood generation, Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and embeds two rescues: Noah, “a herald of righteousness, with seven others,” and 
“righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the licentiousness of the wicked.” The conclusion (2:9) is the 
chapter's comfort: “the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trial and to keep the unrighteous 
under punishment until the day of judgment.” Judgment in Scripture is never indiscriminate; the same 
waters that drowned the world carried the ark (Session Six's typology returning as precedent). Lot's 
inclusion is telling: a compromised, hesitating man (read Genesis 19) still counted righteous and still 
rescued: grounds for hope for everyone whose faithfulness is imperfect but real.

Balaam: The Prototype (2:15-16)

“Forsaking the right way they have gone astray; they have followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, 
who loved gain from wrongdoing, but was rebuked for his own transgression; a dumb ass spoke with 
human voice and restrained the prophet's madness.” Balaam (Numbers 22-24, and the aftermath in 25 
and 31:16) is Scripture's archetype of monetized ministry: real prophetic gift, purchasable heart. Hired 
by Balak to curse Israel, he could not curse those God blessed, so he engineered their fall sideways, 
counseling seduction into idolatry at Peor (Num 31:16; Rev 2:14). Tonight's discovery (Q5) sends the 
group into Numbers 22: the comedy of the donkey seeing what the seer cannot, and the tragedy of gifts 
outliving integrity.

The Freedom Fraud (2:17-19)

“They promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption; for whatever overcomes a 
man, to that he is enslaved.” The false teachers' recruiting pitch, in Peter's day and ours, is liberation: 
from rules, from repression, from the old constraints. Peter's rebuttal is empirical: look at the salesman; 
he cannot stop. Freedom detached from truth does not produce free people; it produces cravings with 
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sovereignty. The Catholic doctrine of freedom stands on the same ground: freedom is the power, rooted 
in reason and will, to act or not act, and it “attains its perfection when directed toward God”; “the more 
one does what is good, the freer one becomes,” while “the choice of disobedience... leads to the slavery of 
sin” (CCC 1731, 1733). St. Augustine's Confessions supply the century-tested testimony: the will bound 
not by iron but by its own iterated choices, a chain of habit.

Worse Than the First (2:20-22)

“For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord... they 
are again entangled in them and overpowered, the last state has become worse for them than the first.” 
The people described had real knowledge (epignōsis, the letter's own word for saving knowledge) and 
real escape, and are now worse off than before conversion, sealed by the proverb of the dog and the sow 
(Prov 26:11). Apostasy is possible; that is simply the text. Frame it as the sober note that makes vigilance 
rational, never as a terror weapon: the letter's whole burden is that God “knows how to rescue the 
godly” and richly provides entrance for the zealous (1:11). Fear is not the fuel of perseverance; love and 
memory are (1:9, 12-15).

Old Testament Roots and Fulfillment

Numbers 22-24; 31:16: The Way of Balaam

The pagan seer with a real gift and a hireling's heart: blocked by God from cursing Israel directly (his 
donkey saw the angel first), he later counseled Balak to seduce Israel into the sin of Peor. Gain from 
wrongdoing, gifts without integrity, ministry as market: the prototype.

Genesis 6-9 and 19: Rescue Inside Judgment

Noah preserved through the flood; Lot pulled out of Sodom by the hand (Gen 19:16, “the LORD being 
merciful to him”). Judgment and rescue are one operation: “the Lord knows how” (2:9).

Proverbs 26:11: The Returning Dog

“Like a dog that returns to his vomit is a fool that repeats his folly.” Peter quotes it, adding the washed 
sow returning to the mire: nature unrenewed reasserts itself; only transformation, not mere rinsing, 
changes what a creature returns to.

Voices of the Church

Voices of the Church

St. Irenaeus of Lyons (d. c. 202), Against Heresies, Book I, Preface

Confronting the Gnostics, St. Irenaeus observes that error never shows itself in its naked deformity, lest 
being thus exposed it should be detected; it is craftily decked out in attractive dress, so as to appear to 
the inexperienced more true than truth itself. It is an early and definitive gloss on “secretly bring in”: 
heresy's uniform is always the current fashion of plausibility.
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Voices of the Church

St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430), Confessions, Book VIII

Augustine describes his own bondage before conversion: he was bound not with another's irons but by 
his own iron will; desire indulged became habit, and habit unresisted became necessity, link by link a 
chain that held him fast. It is 2 Peter 2:19 written as autobiography: whatever overcomes a man, to that 
he is enslaved, and it ends, in Book VIII's garden, with the chain broken by grace.

Voices of the Church

St. John Henry Newman (1801-1890), An Essay on the Development of Christian Doctrine

Newman faced the modern form of tonight's question: how do you tell authentic growth of doctrine 
from corruption of it? His essay argues that a true development preserves the original type, maintains 
continuity of principle, and conserves the past while a corruption contradicts and dissolves it; living 
ideas grow, counterfeits mutate. His tests are the modern instrument panel for Peter's ancient warning, 
and following them led him into the Catholic Church.
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Catechism Connection

CCC 2089 and 817. Heresy defined: the obstinate post-baptismal denial of a truth which must be 
believed with divine and catholic faith; and the sober acknowledgment that ruptures in Christ's Body 
have never come without human sin on both sides. The Church names the disease precisely because she 
has suffered it from within.

CCC 1730-1733 and 1740-1742. True freedom: the power to act or not act, given so that man might seek 
his Creator freely; perfected when directed toward God, degraded into slavery by sin, liberated by grace. 
“For freedom Christ has set us free” (Gal 5:1) belongs beside 2:19.

CCC 675. Before Christ's second coming the Church must pass through a final trial including religious 
deception. The Church reads warnings like 2 Peter 2 as standing equipment, not expired news.

Thread Watch

1. Knowledge (epignōsis). Planted in Session Nine as the channel of divine power (1:2-3); tonight 
its abandonment defines apostasy (2:20-21). The letter's final word will command its growth (3:18).

2. Flood as precedent. Session Six's typology (saved through water) returns as judgment precedent 
(2:5); it returns once more against the scoffers in 3:5-6 (Session Twelve).

3. The way. “The way of truth” (2:2), “the right way” (2:15), “the way of righteousness” (2:21): 
discipleship as a road, off which one can wander. Session Twelve ends with the road home.

Session Goals for the Leader

1.  Equip the instrument panel: doctrine, appetite, wallet, fruit, principles rather than personalities.

2.  Let the group discover Balaam in Numbers 22 as the prototype of monetized gifting.

3.  Work 2:19 into a usable philosophy of freedom, with Augustine's chain as testimony.

4.  Read 2:20-22 with sober honesty and zero terror: vigilance fueled by love, not fear.

Leader Note

Time frame: 75 to 90 minutes. Tone matters most tonight: no naming of contemporary teachers or 
channels; give principles and trust the group. If time runs short, Q2 and the Dig Deeper are the cuts; keep 
Q5, Q6, and Q8. This session has a natural split point after Q5 if needed.

Discussion Guide
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Session Eleven  •  False Teachers and the Way of Truth  •  2 Peter 2:1-22

Opening Prayer

Opening Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, Master who bought us: give us tonight clear eyes and charitable hearts. Guard your 
Church from every plausible counterfeit, keep our feet on the way of truth, and set free whatever in us has 
been overcome. Amen.

Win: Gathering In

  

◆Have you ever been genuinely fooled, by a scam, a product, a person, something that looked 

completely legitimate? What made it convincing, and what finally gave it away?

  

◆Complete honestly: “I feel most free when _____.” Keep your answer; we will test it against one of the 

sharpest sentences in the Bible.

Build: Working the Text

Leader Note

One-minute recap: the dying apostle anchored us in eyewitness memory and the lamp of Scripture, 
warning that Scripture can be twisted. Tonight: the people who do the twisting. Keep the discussion on 
principles, never personalities. Ask, wait, work, confirm.

Movement One: The Profile (2:1-3)

Read: 2 Peter 2:1-3   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q1.  Verse 1 locates the danger precisely: “false teachers among you,” who “secretly bring in” destructive 

opinions. Why is inside more dangerous than outside? And what does the smuggling image tell you 
about how error actually arrives: labeled or packaged?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)
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An outside attack unites the Church; an inside counterfeit uses her own vocabulary, credentials, and 
trust. And error is always packaged: no heresy in history recruited by announcing “come, be destroyed”; 
each arrived as an upgrade, an enlightenment, a liberation. St. Irenaeus, writing in the second century, 
said it permanently: error never shows itself in its naked deformity but is decked out in attractive dress, 
to seem more true than truth itself. The first discipline of discernment is refusing to judge teaching by 
its packaging.

Q2.  Verses 1-3 hand us a four-gauge instrument panel: doctrine (“denying the Master who bought 

them”), appetite (“licentiousness”), wallet (“in their greed they will exploit you”), and fruit (“many 
will follow... the way of truth will be reviled”). Why is the doctrine gauge listed first and weighted 
heaviest? What forms does “denying the Master” take that never use the word “deny”?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Because everything downstream flows from Christology: get the Master wrong and the morals, money, 
and fruit corrupt on schedule. Denial rarely announces itself; it edits: a Christ who makes no demands, a 
lordship trimmed to fit the platform, a cross reduced to a symbol of affirmation, commandments 
reclassified as suggestions. The assay question for any teaching, in any century: does this make Jesus 
Christ more the Master, or less? Then check the other gauges: what does the teacher's life crave, where 
does the money flow, and what happens to the sheep.

Movement Two: Judgment That Rescues (2:4-10)

Read: 2 Peter 2:4-10a   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q3.  Peter stacks three precedents (the angels who sinned, the flood, Sodom) but plants two rescues 

inside them: Noah and Lot. Read the conclusion in verse 9. What double competence does Peter say 
the Lord has, and why do the rescued need the judgments and the judgments need the rescued to tell 
the story straight?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

“The Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trial and to keep the unrighteous under punishment 
until the day of judgment.” One operation, two outcomes: the same flood that buried corruption floated 
the ark (Session Six's picture returning as precedent). Judgment without the rescues would preach a 
God of indiscriminate wrath; rescues without the judgments would preach a God who never settles 
accounts. Scripture insists on both: mercy inside justice, an ark inside every flood.

Q4.  Peter calls Lot “righteous” and “greatly distressed by the licentiousness of the wicked” (2:7-8). If 

you know Genesis 19, that verdict is surprising: Lot chose Sodom, hesitated at the exit, and had to be 
dragged out by the hand “the LORD being merciful to him” (Gen 19:16). What hope is hidden in God's 
generous verdict on such a compromised man? And what had Sodom done to Lot's soul day by day, 
according to verse 8?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)
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The hope: God counts as righteous the imperfect man whose grief over sin is real and whose face, 
however haltingly, is turned the right way; rescue does not require an impressive record, only a hand 
willing to be grabbed. The warning: verse 8 says Lot was “vexed in his righteous soul day after day with 
their lawless deeds”; what he could not bring himself to leave was grinding him down by exposure. Both 
edges apply: never despair over your compromises, and never underestimate what your chosen daily 
environment is doing to you.

Movement Three: Balaam and the Freedom Fraud (2:15-22)

Read: 2 Peter 2:15-22   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q5.  Verse 15 names the prototype: “the way of Balaam... who loved gain from wrongdoing.” Turn to 

Numbers 22:21-35 and read the donkey scene aloud (enjoy it; Scripture means it to be funny). What 
can Balaam do that is genuinely real, what can his donkey see that the seer cannot, and what, from 
the larger story, made Balaam the permanent archetype of the false teacher?

Leader Note

Discovery moment. Larger story if needed: hired by Balak to curse Israel (Num 22), Balaam could only 
bless; but Numbers 31:16 records his workaround: he counseled seducing Israel into the idolatry of Peor. 
Gift intact, heart for hire.

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Balaam's gift is real: he genuinely hears from God and speaks true oracles, which is precisely the danger; 
false teachers are rarely talentless. But the seer on retainer cannot see the angel his own donkey balks at 
three times: appetite for gain had blinded the professional visionary below the level of livestock. And 
when God blocked the direct curse, Balaam monetized sideways, engineering Israel's seduction at Peor 
(Num 31:16). The archetype stands: real gifts, purchasable heart, and ruin delivered through what the 
audience wanted anyway. Gifting is never self-authenticating; “by their fruits,” not by their talents, “you 
will know them” (Mt 7:16).

Q6.  Verse 19 may be the sharpest sentence in the letter: “They promise them freedom, but they 

themselves are slaves of corruption; for whatever overcomes a man, to that he is enslaved.” Test 
Peter's definition against the culture's: what does “freedom” mean in every advertisement and 
anthem you know, and what does Peter's second clause do to that definition? Bring in your Win 
answer: is the thing that makes you “feel most free” something you could stop?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

The culture defines freedom as absence of constraint: no rules, no one telling me what to do. Peter's 
clause detonates it: remove the constraints and you do not meet your free self; you meet your appetites, 
and “whatever overcomes a man, to that he is enslaved.” The empirical test is the stopping test: what 
you cannot stop is not your freedom but your master. The Catholic definition stands on the far side: 
freedom is the power to do the good, and “the more one does what is good, the freer one becomes” (CCC 
1733); the pianist's scales and the saint's disciplines are constraints that produce capacities. St. 
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Augustine gave the mechanism from inside: desire indulged becomes habit, habit unresisted becomes 
necessity, a chain of his own iron will, until grace broke it. The false teacher's pitch never changes 
because the fraud never changes: liberty as the label, slavery as the product.

Q7.  Verses 20-22 are sobering: people who truly “escaped the defilements of the world through the 

knowledge of our Lord” are “again entangled” and end “worse... than the first,” sealed with the 
proverb of the dog and the washed sow. Read it plainly: what does this passage establish about the 
possibility of falling after genuine grace? And, just as carefully: what is this passage for, terror or 
vigilance? How do you tell the difference in your own soul?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Plainly: apostasy is possible; these had real knowledge (epignōsis, the letter's own word for saving 
knowledge, 1:2-3) and real escape, and are now worse off, more inoculated, more entangled, than before. 
That settles the question Session Nine's steelman opened: the warnings are real because the danger is 
real. But the passage's purpose is vigilance, not terror, and the difference is diagnosable: terror 
paralyzes and turns the eyes inward on self; vigilance mobilizes and turns the eyes to Christ, the 
sacraments, and the brethren. The same letter that issues this warning promises that “the Lord knows 
how to rescue the godly” (2:9) and richly provides entrance for the zealous (1:11). The proverb's own 
image carries the diagnosis: the dog and the sow returned because their natures were unrenewed; the 
baptized possess a renewed nature, and their task is to feed it, remember it (1:9), and never wander 
from the way alone.

Send: Carrying It Out

  

◆Run the stopping test honestly this week: what in your life fails it? You do not have to name it here; 

name it to God, and if you are serious, to a confessor.

  

◆Who looks to you as a teacher, formally or not: younger siblings, students, people you influence 

online? Which of the four gauges (doctrine, appetite, wallet, fruit) needs attention in your own 
dashboard?

Live It This Week

This week: (1) Memorize 2 Peter 2:19 (or verse 9 if you prefer its comfort). (2) Take the stopping test to 
prayer, and if something has overcome you, take it to Confession, where the Master who bought you is 
waiting to prove who actually owns you. (3) Read Numbers 22-24 in full; watch the gift and the heart 
come apart. (4) Pray daily this week for teachers of the faith, your pastor, catechists, this group's leader, 
that gift and integrity stay welded.
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Closing Prayer

Master who bought us, keep us on the way of truth. Give your Church teachers whose doctrine is sound, 
whose appetites are ordered, whose hands are clean, and whose fruit is life. Break every chain we have 
forged link by link, and rescue the godly, as you alone know how. Amen.

Scripture Memory

“They promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption; for whatever overcomes a 
man, to that he is enslaved”  (2 Peter 2:19, RSV2CE)

Leader Reference Card
Every passage used or referenced in this session

Primary text

2 Peter 2:1-22 (movements: 1-3, 4-10a, 15-22)

Discovery passage (read aloud in session)

Numbers 22:21-35 (the donkey); background: Numbers 22-24; 31:16; Revelation 2:14

Leader background and Dig Deeper

Genesis 6-9 (Noah); Genesis 19 (Lot, esp. 19:16); Proverbs 26:11 (the dog); Matthew 7:15-20 (fruits)

Galatians 5:1, 13 (freedom); Jude 4-16 (the parallel warning, if asked)

Threads

Knowledge (epignōsis): 1:2-3 to 2:20-21 to 3:18. Flood: Session Six type, tonight precedent, 3:5-6 next

The way (2:2, 15, 21): road imagery completes in Session Twelve's homecoming

Catechism

CCC 817; 2089; 1730-1733; 1740-1742; 675
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A LIVING HOPE
A Catholic Journey Through the Letters of Saint Peter

Session Twelve

The Day of the Lord
2 Peter 3:1-18

“But according to his promise we wait for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness 

dwells”

2 Peter 3:13  (RSV2CE)

Saint Joseph Parish, Springfield, Nebraska

Leader Preparation Guide
For the facilitator only. Not for distribution.

Session Overview

The testament closes looking at the horizon. Scoffers ask the oldest sneer in apologetics: “Where is the 
promise of his coming?” (3:4). Peter answers with creation and flood (God has intervened before), with 
God's clock (“one day is as a thousand years”), and with the stunning reframe of 3:9: the delay is not 
slowness but patience, God “not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.” 
Then the Day itself, arriving “like a thief,” dissolving the elements, and opening onto the promise the 
whole Bible has been driving toward: “new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” 
(3:13; Is 65:17). Along the way Peter calls Paul “our beloved brother,” ranks his letters with “the other 
scriptures,” and warns that the ignorant and unstable twist them, resolving Session Ten's interpretation 
thread. The final verse of Peter's final letter closes the study's growth arc and the exile arc at once: 
“grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” Waiting well is the last lesson, 
and it turns out to be the first one wearing its crown: exiles, almost home.

The Discovery Aim. Participants should be able to say: the delay of the Second Coming is mercy with a 
purpose, and I am part of the purpose; the world ends not in annihilation but in refining unto renewal, a 
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new heavens and new earth; holiness, not date-setting, is the correct response to the end; and Peter and 
Paul, once publicly at odds, end as beloved brothers, martyred in the same city.

The Catholic Touchstone. God's universal salvific will (CCC 1037, 2822; 1 Tim 2:4); the renewal, not 
annihilation, of creation (CCC 1042-1047, quoting 2 Pet 3:13); vigilance without apocalyptic date-mania 
(CCC 673); and Scripture read within the Church against every twisting (CCC 85-87, resolving Session 
Ten).

What You Need to Know

The Scoffers' Argument (3:1-7)

“In the last days scoffers will come... saying, ‘Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things have continued as they were from the beginning of creation.’” The 
argument is uniformitarian: nothing has ever interrupted the world, so nothing ever will. Peter answers 
that the premise is factually false, and “deliberately” so (3:5): the world was created by God's word out 
of water, and the same word once judged it by water in the flood. The universe has already been 
interrupted twice; those who missed it “deliberately ignore” the evidence. The flood, a type of baptism in 
Session Six and a precedent of judgment in Session Eleven, makes its third and final appearance as the 
proof that “it has never happened” is not true. And the next intervention is appointed: “the heavens and 
earth that now exist have been stored up for fire” (3:7), the assayer's fire of the whole study now writ 
cosmic.

God's Clock and God's Heart (3:8-9)

Two answers to “why so long?” First, perspective: “with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day” (Ps 90:4): the Eternal is not late by a clock he transcends. Second, and 
greater, motive: “The Lord is not slow about his promise as some count slowness, but is forbearing 
toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.” The delay is 
mercy with a headcount: every year of history since the Ascension exists because God is holding the 
door. This is the New Testament's plainest statement of the universal salvific will alongside 1 Timothy 
2:4 (“who desires all men to be saved”), and the Church builds on both (CCC 1037: God predestines no 
one to hell; CCC 2822). Handle the pastoral edge honestly: God's desire that all be saved and the real 
possibility of refusing him (Session Eleven) stand together; grace is resistible, and the door is genuinely 
open.

The Thief, the Fire, and What Survives (3:10-13)

“The day of the Lord will come like a thief”: Jesus' own image (Mt 24:43), passed through Paul (1 Thess 
5:2) and kept by Peter: unscheduled, certain, decisive. The elements dissolve “with fire,” and in the 
RSV2CE “the earth and the works that are upon it will be burned up” (3:10). The oldest manuscripts read 
“will be found,” that is, laid bare and exposed to judgment, a variant many modern versions follow; 
either way, the Day discloses everything. Read the fire as the study has taught: the assayer's furnace (1 
Pet 1:7; 4:12) at cosmic scale, destroying corruption to disclose and refine what is genuine, because the 
outcome is not nothing but “new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” (3:13, quoting 
Is 65:17; 66:22). Catholic eschatology is renewal, not annihilation: creation itself, groaning now, will be 
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set free and transfigured (Rom 8:19-22; Rev 21:1-5; CCC 1042-1047). The practical inference Peter draws 
twice is holiness: “what sort of persons ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness” (3:11), “be 
zealous to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace” (3:14). No date math; the letter's 
eschatology issues in ethics.

Our Beloved Brother Paul (3:14-16)

One of the New Testament's most touching sentences. Remember Antioch: Paul “opposed him to his 
face” publicly over table fellowship (Gal 2:11-14), and Paul wrote the account down for all posterity. 
Peter's last letter answers with: “our beloved brother Paul wrote to you according to the wisdom given 
him.” The corrected man canonizes his corrector: he ranks Paul's letters with “the other scriptures” (a 
striking New Testament witness that already places apostolic writings among the scriptures) even while 
admitting “there are some things in them hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to 
their own destruction.” Here Session Ten's interpretation thread resolves: inspired Scripture, Peter 
testifies, is twistable, and the remedy the letter has already supplied is stable, guided remembrance 
within the apostolic community (1:12-15; Acts 8:31). Within a generation, both men would be martyred 
in the same city; the Church celebrates them on one feast (June 29): the rock and the arrow, brothers at 
the end.

The Last Word: Grow (3:17-18)

“You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, beware lest you be carried away with the error of 
lawless men and lose your own stability. But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.” Beware and grow: vigilance (Session Eleven) and the ladder (Session Nine) in one farewell. 

“Grow” is the last imperative Peter ever wrote; stability in his vocabulary is not standing still but 
growing in the right direction. The doxology, “To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity,” 
gives glory to Jesus Christ directly, one final quiet confession of the divinity announced in 1:1. The study 
ends where the exile thread lands: waiting for new heavens and a new earth is the exile's homesickness 
(1 Pet 1:1) turned to face the door.

Old Testament Roots and Fulfillment

Isaiah 65:17-19 and 66:22: The Promise Peter Quotes

“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former things shall not be remembered... I 
create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy.” Tonight's discovery (Q6): the group reads Isaiah's 
promise and finds it is not escape from creation but creation remade, with joy, city, and people in it. 
Revelation 21 completes the arc: the holy city descends; God dwells with men; death is no more.

Psalm 90:4: The Watchman's Clock

“For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday when it is past, or as a watch in the night.” 
Moses' psalm of God's eternity against human transience, quoted at 3:8. The God outside time is never 
late inside it.

Voices of the Church
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Voices of the Church

St. Irenaeus of Lyons (d. c. 202), Against Heresies, Book V, Chapter 36, Section 1

Against those who expected creation's abolition, St. Irenaeus teaches that neither the substance nor the 
essence of creation is annihilated, for he who established it is faithful and true; rather the fashion of this 
world passes away, and creation, renewed, will flourish in incorruption: new heavens and a new earth 
in which the righteous will dwell, as Isaiah and the apostles promised. Already within a century of this 
letter, a Father of the Church was reading it just this way: renewal, not destruction.

Voices of the Church

St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430), The City of God, Book XX, Chapter 16

Treating the last things at length, St. Augustine teaches that in the conflagration of the world the 
qualities of the corruptible elements that suited our corruptible bodies will utterly perish by burning, 
while the substance itself will receive the properties that befit immortal bodies: the world, made new 
and better, fitted to humanity made new and better. His careful distinction, qualities burned, substance 
transfigured, is 2 Peter 3:10-13 read with a doctor's precision.

Voices of the Church

St. Teresa of Ávila (1515-1582), the Bookmark Prayer

Traditionally attributed to her, and by long tradition found written in her breviary after her death: let 
nothing disturb you, let nothing frighten you; all things are passing; God never changes; patience 
obtains all things; whoever has God lacks nothing; God alone suffices. It is the spirituality of 2 Peter 3 in 
six lines: the passing world held lightly, the unchanging God held fast, and patience, God's own virtue in 
3:9, as the way to wait.

Catechism Connection

CCC 1042-1047. The universe itself will be renewed: the Church awaits “new heavens and a new earth” 
(2 Pet 3:13 quoted at CCC 1043), a mysterious renewal that will transfigure humanity and the world, in 
which the cosmos is restored to its original state in the service of the just.

CCC 673 and 1037. Since the Ascension, Christ's coming has been imminent, though it is not for us to 
know times or seasons; and God predestines no one to hell: he wills all to “reach repentance” (2 Pet 3:9 
cited). Vigilance without date-setting; hope without presumption.

CCC 2822. The Father's will is “that all men be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim 
2:4); he is patient, “not wishing that any should perish.” Praying “thy will be done” enrolls us in the 
patience of 3:9.

Thread Watch: The Final Harvest
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1. RESOLVED: Interpretation. 1:20-21 (Session Ten) meets 3:15-16: Scripture is inspired and 
twistable; the remedy is remembrance within the apostolic Church. Name it after Q7.

2. RESOLVED: Growth. The ladder of 1:5 (Session Nine) closes at 3:18: “grow in grace and 

knowledge,” Peter's final imperative.

3. RESOLVED: Exile. From “exiles of the Dispersion” (1 Pet 1:1, Session One) to “we wait for new 
heavens and a new earth” (3:13): homesickness was the map all along. The last Send question closes 
the whole study here.

4. Completed: Fire and flood. The assayer's fire (1 Pet 1:7; 4:12) goes cosmic at 3:7-13; the flood 
makes its third appearance (Session Six type, Session Eleven precedent, tonight proof).

Session Goals for the Leader

1.  Reframe the delay as mercy with a headcount, and each participant as part of the reason.

2.  Teach renewal, not annihilation, from Isaiah 65 and CCC 1043, against escapist eschatology.

3.  Land the Peter-and-Paul reconciliation and resolve the interpretation thread at 3:15-16.

4.  Close the study: harvest the threads aloud, and send the group out growing.

Leader Note

Time frame: 75 to 90 minutes, plus closing celebration if your group keeps that custom. If time runs short, 
Q2 and the Dig Deeper are the cuts; never cut Q4, Q6, Q7, or the final Send. Consider ending with the 
Litany-style closing prayer and St. Teresa's bookmark read aloud together.

Discussion Guide
Session Twelve  •  The Day of the Lord  •  2 Peter 3:1-18

Opening Prayer

Opening Prayer

Father of patience, who holds the door of mercy open and wishes that none should perish: as we finish 
these letters, fix our eyes on the new heavens and the new earth where righteousness dwells. Make us holy 
while we wait, and let us be found by you at peace. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Win: Gathering In

  

◆What is the longest you have ever waited for something that mattered: a diagnosis, an answer, a 

person? What did the waiting do to you, for better or worse?

  

◆When you imagine “the end of the world,” what picture did you inherit, from movies, sermons, or 

childhood? Is it mostly frightening, mostly hopeful, or mostly blank?

Build: Working the Text

Leader Note

One-minute recap: the counterfeit teachers promise freedom and deliver chains. Tonight the true promise: 
the Day, the patience behind its delay, and the world made new. Final session: leave ten minutes at the 
end to harvest the whole study. Ask, wait, work, confirm.

Movement One: Answering the Scoffers (3:1-9)

Read: 2 Peter 3:1-9   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q1.  Verse 4 records the scoffers' argument: “Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the 

fathers fell asleep, all things have continued as they were from the beginning of creation.” State 
their logic fairly (it is the same argument today, in labs and dorm rooms): what is the claim, and 
why does it feel strong? Then find Peter's factual rebuttal in verses 5-6: what two events do the 
scoffers “deliberately ignore”?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

The claim: the universe is a closed, uninterrupted system; nothing has ever broken in, so nothing ever 
will; twenty centuries of delay is twenty centuries of evidence. It feels strong because ordinary 
experience is uniform. Peter's rebuttal attacks the premise: the world began by God's word 
(interruption one: creation itself) and was judged by water (interruption two: the flood). The system is 
not closed and never was; those who say “it has never happened” must deliberately ignore that, on the 
Bible's account, it has happened twice. Note the verb: the ignorance is chosen (“they deliberately 
ignore”), because an uninterruptible world is a world with no appointments to keep.

Q2.  Verse 8, quoting Psalm 90:4: “with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as 

one day.” What category mistake are the scoffers (and sometimes we) making about God and time? 
What does “late” even mean to the One who invented clocks?
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ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

The mistake is measuring the Eternal with a wristwatch: God is not inside time running behind 
schedule; time is inside God. “Late” is a concept for creatures with deadlines; the Author of history 
cannot miss a deadline he himself appointed and has not disclosed. Moses' psalm (90:4) was written by 
a man who waited forty years in a desert; he learned that God's pace and God's faithfulness are two 
different questions, and only the second one matters.

Q3.  Verse 9 is the letter's most tender sentence: “The Lord is not slow about his promise as some count 

slowness, but is forbearing toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach 
repentance.” Reframe the entire delay through this verse: why has every year since the Ascension 
happened? And make it personal: who exists, believes, or was baptized because the Lord did not 
come in 1950?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

The delay is mercy with a headcount: God is holding the door for people who have not yet walked 
through it, and every year of history is populated by them. Everyone in the room is on the list: had the 
Day come a century ago, none of us, our conversions, our baptisms, our children, would exist. This is the 
New Testament's plainest window into God's heart alongside 1 Timothy 2:4: he “desires all men to be 
saved,” predestines no one to perdition (CCC 1037), and counts patience a better glory than punctuality. 
The sneer “Where is he?” and the answer “Waiting for you” pass each other in this verse. And it recruits 
us: the Church's mission is the reason for the meantime; we are not killing time before the end; we are 
the purpose of the extension.

Movement Two: The Day and the New World (3:10-14)

Read: 2 Peter 3:10-14   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q4.  Verse 10: “The day of the Lord will come like a thief.” Peter got this image from Jesus himself (Mt 

24:43-44). What does a thief's arrival have that a scheduled delivery does not, and what two opposite 
errors about the end does the image rule out?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

A thief is certain to profit only because he is unscheduled: no warning, no countdown, no time to 
arrange appearances. The image rules out date-setting (every calculated apocalypse in history has 
embarrassed its calculators; “it is not for you to know times or seasons,” Acts 1:7) and complacency 
(unscheduled is not the same as unreal; the thief does come). The correct posture is Jesus' own 
conclusion: “you also must be ready”, a readiness of state, not of schedule: live so that no arrival time 
would be a bad one.

Q5.  Verses 10-12 describe fire dissolving the elements, and verse 13 gives the outcome: “we wait for new 
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heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.” This study has trained you on fire since 
week one (1 Pet 1:7; 4:12). What kind of fire has it always been, and what does that make the cosmic 
fire: a demolition or a refining? What survives an assayer's furnace?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

It has always been the assayer's fire: the furnace that destroys dross to disclose gold. Scaled to the 
cosmos, the Day is refining unto renewal, not annihilation unto nothing: qualities of corruption burn; 
the substance God called “very good” is transfigured for glory (so St. Augustine, City of God XX.16; so St. 
Irenaeus: creation is not abolished but renewed, and the fashion of this world passes away). What 
survives any assayer's fire is what was genuine, which is why Peter immediately pivots to “what sort of 
persons ought you to be”: the only preparation for a refining fire is to be gold.

Q6.  Peter is quoting a promise. Turn to Isaiah 65:17-19 and read it aloud. List what is in Isaiah's new 

creation: what gets created, what is forgotten, what fills the city, and how does God himself feel in 
verse 19? Now test the popular picture: is the Christian hope an escape from creation to a 
disembodied elsewhere, or something else?

Leader Note

The discovery moment. If they stall: who creates, what three things are created or transformed, and find 
the two “joy” words. Revelation 21:1-5 may be read as the completion if time allows.

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

Isaiah's new creation is creation remade: new heavens and a new earth, Jerusalem created “a rejoicing” 
and her people “a joy,” former distresses not remembered, and God himself rejoicing over his city. The 
hope is not evacuation to a cloud; it is this world, healed and transfigured, with embodied people and a 
city and God dwelling in it (Rev 21:1-5 completes it: the city comes down; God wipes tears; “Behold, I 
make all things new”). The Church teaches exactly this (CCC 1042-1047, quoting tonight's verse at 1043): 
the universe itself, groaning now (Rom 8:19-22), will be set free. Which means nothing truly good is 
finally lost, and “in which righteousness dwells” means what has broken your heart in this world, 
injustice, will be the one thing that cannot get in.

Movement Three: Beloved Brother, Final Word (3:15-18)

Read: 2 Peter 3:15-18   (from participants' own Bibles)

Q7.  Verses 15-16: Peter calls Paul “our beloved brother,” ranks his letters with “the other scriptures,” 

and admits some things in them are “hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to 
their own destruction.” Two questions. First, remember Galatians 2:11-14: what had passed between 
these two men, and what does “beloved brother” therefore cost and reveal? Second: this verse 
resolves Session Ten's open thread; if inspired Scripture itself can be twisted to destruction, what is 
the remedy, according to everything this letter has said?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)
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First: at Antioch, Paul opposed Peter “to his face” publicly, and published the rebuke in a letter the 
churches copied. Peter's last written words about him are “our beloved brother... the wisdom given 
him”: the corrected man canonizes his corrector, humility with three decades of proof. They would die 
in the same city and share one feast (June 29). Fraternal correction received well is not a wound to 
authority but its adornment. Second: the resolution of Session Ten. Verse 16 places apostolic writings 
among “the other scriptures,” a remarkable New Testament witness to their scriptural authority, and it 
testifies in the same breath that Scripture is twistable, so possessing the true text is not yet possessing 
the truth. The letter's own remedy has been in place since 1:12-15: stable, guided remembrance within 
the apostolic community, the guide Philip was to the eunuch (Acts 8:31), the standard St. Vincent 
named, the Church reading her own book. Love the lamp; read it in the family; “beware lest you... lose 
your own stability” (3:17).

Q8.  The last sentence Peter ever wrote: “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity” (3:18). Set it beside Session 
Nine's ladder (1:5-8). Why is “grow” the perfect final imperative for everything both letters have 
taught, and what does it rule out about the Christian life at every age?

ANSWER  (share after the discussion)

The letters open the second movement with “make every effort to supplement” and close it with “grow”: 
the ladder was never a program to complete but a life to continue; stability (3:17) is not standing still 
but growing in the right direction, the way a tree is stable. It rules out arrival: there is no age, office, or 
level of study, including finishing this one, at which growth becomes optional; the alternative to 
growing is not coasting but being “carried away.” And notice the doxology: glory is given directly to 
Jesus Christ, “now and to the day of eternity,” the letter's final quiet confession of the divinity it opened 
with (1:1). The fisherman's last written breath is worship.
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Send: Carrying It Out and Closing the Study

  

◆Harvest the twelve weeks: which single verse from these letters has changed how you actually live, 

and what is the evidence?

  

◆We began as “exiles of the Dispersion” and we end waiting for “new heavens and a new earth.” Where 

in your life do you most feel the exile's homesickness right now, and how does tonight's promise re-
aim it?

  

◆God's patience (3:9) has a headcount, and someone you know is on it. Who, and what is your part in 

the reason for the delay?

Live It This Week

Going forward: (1) Memorize 2 Peter 3:13, and recite it at every funeral, diagnosis, and headline that 
tempts you to despair. (2) Keep the ladder card from Session Nine where you can see it; review your 
rung monthly. (3) Adopt one person from your 3:9 answer for daily prayer and one concrete act of 
witness this month. (4) Keep the lamp lit: choose your next Scripture study before this group disbands, 
tonight if possible. (5) Pray St. Teresa's bookmark in every waiting room of your life: all things are 
passing; God never changes; patience obtains all things.

Closing Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, our God and Savior: you are not slow but patient, holding the door for people we love. 
Make us holy and at peace while we wait, growing in grace and knowledge until the day dawns. And 
when the elements dissolve and everything genuine is disclosed, let us, and those we prayed for tonight, be 
found in you, at home at last in the new heavens and the new earth where righteousness dwells. To you be 
the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.

Scripture Memory

“But according to his promise we wait for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness 
dwells”  (2 Peter 3:13, RSV2CE)

Leader Reference Card
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Every passage used or referenced in this session

Primary text

2 Peter 3:1-18 (movements: 1-9, 10-14, 15-18)

Discovery passage (read aloud in session)

Isaiah 65:17-19 (with 66:22); optionally Revelation 21:1-5 as completion

Leader background and Dig Deeper

Psalm 90:4 (quoted 3:8); Matthew 24:43-44; 1 Thessalonians 5:2 (thief); Acts 1:7 (times and seasons)

1 Timothy 2:4 (universal salvific will); Romans 8:19-22 (creation groaning); Galatians 2:11-14 
(Antioch)

Acts 8:31 (the guide); Genesis 6-9 (flood, third appearance)

Threads: final harvest

RESOLVED: interpretation (1:20-21 with 3:15-16); growth (1:5 with 3:18); exile (1 Pet 1:1 with 3:13)

Completed: fire (1 Pet 1:7; 4:12; 2 Pet 3:7-13); flood (Sessions Six, Eleven, Twelve)

Catechism

CCC 673; 1037; 1042-1047 (esp. 1043); 2822
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