
T A K E - H O M E  ·  S E S S I O N O N E

The Fisherman
John 1:35-42; Luke 5:1-11

WHAT WE FOUND

At their very first meeting, before Simon said a recorded word, Jesus renamed him: "You shall be called 
Cephas" (which means Peter), John 1:42. In Scripture a God-given name change marks a new role in God's 
covenant plan: Abram became Abraham, "father of a multitude" (Genesis 17:5); Jacob became Israel. Kepha, 
rock, was essentially unknown as a personal name. Jesus coined it, which means the Gospels will have to 
define it.

In Luke 5, of two boats on the shore, Jesus taught the crowd from Simon's (5:3). Then came the catch, and 
Simon's confession: "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man." The answer echoes the pattern of Isaiah's call, 
confession of sin met not with dismissal but with commission: "Do not be afraid; henceforth you will be 
catching men" (5:10). In Scripture, confessed sin is not a disqualifier; it is regularly step one. And "catching 
men" recalls Jeremiah 16:14-16, where God sends "many fishers" for his people in a passage set beside his 
promise to bring the scattered ones home.

Peter is named nearly two hundred times in the New Testament, first in every list of the Twelve: "first, 
Simon, who is called Peter" (Matthew 10:2). Four evangelists agree on the spotlight, failures included. What 
that spotlight is for is the question this whole study exists to answer.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. John Chrysostom   Homilies on the Gospel of John, Homily 19

Preaching on John 1:42, Chrysostom marvels that the Lord declares Simon's future name at their first 
meeting. By telling him what he shall be called, Christ shows both his divine foreknowledge and his intent: he 
is already shaping the fisherman into what the name promises, beginning the work before Simon has taken a 
single step.

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. Ambrose   Exposition of the Gospel of Luke, Book IV

Ambrose lingers over the detail that Jesus teaches the crowd from Simon's boat. It was fitting, he says, that 
the Lord should teach from Peter's vessel: in that boat Ambrose sees a figure of the Church, from which 
Christ instructs the world, and the deep water into which Simon is told to launch is the depth of the mission 
still ahead.

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. Irenaeus of Lyons   Against Heresies, Book III
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Irenaeus records that Mark, the disciple and interpreter of Peter, handed down in writing what Peter had 
preached. If Mark preserves Peter's preaching, then the vivid, often unflattering portrait of Peter in that 
Gospel traces back to Peter's own proclamation, a striking thought: the Rock apparently did not hide his 
failures from the Church, which is its own kind of credential.

LIVE IT THIS WEEK

1.

Look up the meaning of your baptismal or confirmation name this week, and pray each morning: "Lord, you 
knew my name before I did; make me what you named me."

2.

Read Luke 5:1-11 once more on your own, slowly, placing yourself in the boat. Write down the one line that 
lands hardest.

3.

Begin a habit this study will keep: pray one Our Father each day for the pope and his intentions. You do not 
have to feel anything about the papacy yet; just pray for the man.

MEMORY VERSE

"So you are Simon the son of John? You shall be called Cephas (which means Peter)."  (John 1:42, RSV2CE)

MY GUESS   ·   seal  i t  and do  n ot  peek

Two sealed guesses. First: Simon starts this story as a fisherman, and Jesus hires him to "catch men." 
But before the Gospels end, Jesus will hand him a completely different job, with a completely different 
animal. Guess the job.

Second: hidden in the Old Testament is a detailed job posting for the office Jesus is going to give Simon, 
keys included. Guess which prophet's book it is hiding in.

Write both guesses, fold this panel closed, and do not open either one until your leader says. No reading 
ahead; that is the whole game.

The fisherman's new job:  ______________________________

The prophet with the job posting:  ______________________________

Fold here, seal with tape or a paperclip, and bring this sheet back every week.

BEFORE NEXT SESSION

Feed My Sheep · 2



Read Matthew 16:13-20 twice. Note where the scene happens, and every gift Jesus gives Simon in it. Keep 
both guesses below sealed.

Catechism Connection: CCC 551; 858-860
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T A K E - H O M E  ·  S E S S I O N T W O

Upon This Rock
Matthew 16:13-20

WHAT WE FOUND

Jesus asked the question in the district of Caesarea Philippi, home to a colossal rock cliff, a shrine of Pan, and 
a temple to Caesar, a setting many interpreters see as chosen deliberately; and against all of it came Peter's 
revealed confession: "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." Jesus' first reply was about the source: 
"flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father" (16:17). Peter's greatest sentence was a grace 
received, not a deduction achieved. Keep that verse underlined; this study will come back for it.

Then the name from John 1:42 got its job description: "you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church." 
In Aramaic, the language Jesus almost certainly spoke and the source of the name "Cephas" the New 
Testament itself preserves, it would be one word: you are Kepha, on this kepha I build. We gave the "rock 
means his confession" reading its full day in court, including St. Augustine's honest both-ways verdict, and 
found the readings converge: Peter is the rock precisely as the graced confessor. Isaiah had already called 
renamed Abraham "the rock from which you were hewn" (Isaiah 51:1-2); Kepha stands in that line, under the 
God who is Rock absolutely.

"The powers of death shall not prevail": gates are defensive architecture, and many readers take the image to 
mean it is death's fortress under siege, not the Church. And the night ended on a promised gift we 
deliberately did not open: the keys. Kings do not carry their own keys. Sealed guesses stay sealed until next 
week.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. John Chrysostom   Homilies on the Gospel of Matthew, Homily 54

Chrysostom calls Peter the mouth of the apostles, the one who answers when all are asked, and he marvels at 
the exchange of confessions: Peter confesses Jesus to be the Son of the living God, and Jesus confesses what 
Peter shall be, pronouncing blessing on him and founding what no time will overthrow.

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. Cyprian of Carthage   On the Unity of the Catholic Church, 4

Cyprian teaches that although the Lord gave power to all the apostles, he built the Church upon one, and by 
beginning from one made her unity visible. The other apostles were what Peter was, Cyprian says, but the 
primacy is given to Peter so that the Church of Christ may be shown to be one, a single origin for a single 
flock.

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H
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St. Leo the Great   Sermon 4, On His Birthday as Pope

Leo preaches that the strength given to the rock does not fail: in Peter's see, what Peter confessed and what 
Peter received remain at work, so that the solidity Christ granted the fisherman endures in the office. The 
Lord, Leo insists, remains the true builder; Peter is strong because Christ makes him so, and never apart from 
him.

LIVE IT THIS WEEK

1.

Pray with Matthew 16:13-20 once this week using lectio divina: read it three times slowly and answer the 
Lord's question out loud, alone, in your own words.

2.

Find a photo of the rock cliff and Pan grotto at Caesarea Philippi (search Banias, Israel) and look at it while 
rereading the passage. Note what changes when you can see the stage.

3.

Keep the daily Our Father for the pope, and add one line in your own words asking Christ to keep his Church 
unshaken this week.

MEMORY VERSE

"And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the powers of death shall not prevail 
against it."  (Matthew 16:18, RSV2CE)

BEFORE NEXT SESSION

Do not read ahead in the prophets; let next week's discovery be a discovery. Instead, reread Matthew 16:13-
20 once more and 2 Kings 18:17-18, 26, 37, and simply notice a job title that keeps appearing: "who was over 
the household."

Catechism Connection: CCC 424; 442; 552
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T A K E - H O M E  ·  S E S S I O N T H R E E

The Keys of the House
Isaiah 22:15-25; Matthew 16:19

WHAT WE FOUND

The second seal is open: the job posting was hiding in Isaiah. We watched the royal steward's office, "over 
the household" of the house of David, change hands: Shebna deposed for pride, Eliakim invested with robe, 
authority, fatherhood ("a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem"), and "the key of the house of David; he 
shall open, and none shall shut" (Isaiah 22:22). One king, one steward, one key: the enduring pattern of 
David's kingdom, and this office is one we actually watch being handed on in the Old Testament.

Scripture itself certifies the link to Matthew 16: Revelation 3:7 quotes Isaiah 22:22 of the risen Christ, "who 
has the key of David." Christ holds the key forever and gives the keys to Peter: he delegates without 
abdicating, as the Davidic king did with his steward. So the pope is not Christ's successor, because Christ is 
not dead; he is Peter's successor and the living King's steward, a vicar. Joseph's appointment offers the 
perfect analogy for the limit: "only as regards the throne will I be greater than you" (Genesis 41:40). The 
steward's authority is real, but the throne is never his.

And the oracle's last word keeps everyone honest: even Eliakim's peg gives way (22:25). The office never 
deifies the man; the steward is judged by the King he serves. Hold onto that verse. We will need it soon.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. Jerome   Commentary on Isaiah, on chapter 22

Jerome reads the key of the house of David laid on Eliakim's shoulder as a figure fulfilled in Christ, who 
declares in the Apocalypse that he himself holds the key of David, opening what none can shut. What the 
steward carried in figure and for a time, Jerome teaches, the King owns in fullness and forever.

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. Ephrem the Syrian   Homily 4.1, as long handed down under his name

In this homily Christ addresses Simon directly: I have made you the foundation of the holy Church, and I 
have given you the keys of my kingdom. Ephrem's Syriac tradition, praying in a tongue next door to Jesus' 
own Aramaic, heard in Kepha's keys the full weight of a royal appointment: the treasures of the King 
entrusted to his chosen servant.

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. Cyril of Jerusalem   Catechetical Lectures

Instructing catechumens in the mid-fourth century, Cyril calls Peter the chief and foremost of the apostles, 
the bearer of the keys of the kingdom of heaven. For Cyril this is simply the Church's plain memory, taught to 
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beginners without argument: among the Twelve there is an order, and at its head stands the keybearer.

LIVE IT THIS WEEK

1.

Read Isaiah 22:15-25 once more this week, then Revelation 3:7-8, and write in your own words, one sentence 
each: what the King keeps, and what the steward carries.

2.

Send a message this week to a spiritual father in your life, a priest, a grandfather, a mentor, thanking him 
specifically.

3.

Keep the daily Our Father for the pope, and this week add: "Lord, make your steward faithful, and your 
household one."

MEMORY VERSE

"And I will place on his shoulder the key of the house of David; he shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall 
shut, and none shall open."  (Isaiah 22:22, RSV2CE)

BEFORE NEXT SESSION

Read Matthew 16:19 and Matthew 18:15-20, and notice carefully who is being addressed in each. Also read 
Deuteronomy 17:8-13 cold, without commentary, and bring one observation about it. First blank stays 
sealed.

Catechism Connection: CCC 552; 553; 881
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T A K E - H O M E  ·  S E S S I O N F O U R

Binding and Loosing
Matthew 16:19; 18:15-20; 23:1-3

WHAT WE FOUND

Binding and loosing turned out to be first-century legal language: to forbid and permit, to exclude and 
readmit, official acts that heaven ratifies (Matthew 16:19). And the grammar drew the Church's architecture 
for us: the keys and singular binding to Peter alone (Matthew 16), binding and loosing shared with the 
Twelve (Matthew 18:18). One steward, many officers, one household (CCC 880-882).

The night's biggest discovery was hiding in the Torah itself: Deuteronomy 17:8-13, where hard cases go up to 
the priests and the judge, and their verdict binds, "you shall not turn aside... either to the right hand or to the 
left." God's people were never a book-alone people, by the Book's own command. And Jesus supplied the 
distinction that guards it all: the scribes and Pharisees "sit on Moses' seat," so observe what they teach, not 
what they do (Matthew 23:2-3). The office can outlive the sins of its holders, because its authority never came 
from their virtue.

The purpose under all of it is mercy with a spine: consciences settled, sinners excluded only to be won back 
(Matthew 18:15-17), forgiveness spoken with authority (John 20:23), and a Magisterium that "is not superior 
to the Word of God but serves it" (CCC 86).

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. John Chrysostom   On the Priesthood, Book 3

Chrysostom stands in awe of the authority Christ lodged in his ministers: God has given to men, he says, an 
authority he gave neither to angels nor archangels, for what priests do below, God ratifies above, the Master 
confirming the sentence of his servants. Chrysostom's point is not clerical pride but trembling: such power 
exists only as stewardship, and its holders will answer for it.

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. Augustine   Sermon 295, on the feast of Saints Peter and Paul

Augustine preaches that what was given to Peter was given for the whole Church: Peter, bearing the figure of 
the Church's unity, received the keys so that when the Church binds and looses, Christ's promise is at work in 
her. For Augustine the singular gift and the whole body are not rivals; the one man holds the keys precisely 
so that the many may be one.

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. Cyprian of Carthage   Letter 33

Cyprian grounds the Church's whole ordered structure in the words spoken to Peter: the Lord, establishing 
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the honor of the bishop and the order of his Church, built her upon Peter, and from that founding the 
ministry of oversight and the authority to govern descend through time. For Cyprian, to attack the order is to 
attack the founding sentence itself.

LIVE IT THIS WEEK

1.

Take one hard question you have been carrying and actually look up what the Church teaches, in the 
Catechism, not a comment section. Bring what you find, and how it landed, next week.

2.

Go to confession this week and notice the binding and loosing happening in real time: the tribunal of mercy 
is Matthew 16 and 18 still operating.

3.

Keep the daily Our Father for the pope, adding this week: "Lord, give your Church shepherds who practice 
what they preach."

MEMORY VERSE

"I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven."  (Matthew 16:19, RSV2CE)

BEFORE NEXT SESSION

Read Luke 22:24-34 slowly, twice. Notice exactly when the argument about greatness happens, and count 
the pronouns in verses 31 and 32: who does Satan demand, and who does Jesus pray for? First blank stays 
sealed one more week.

Catechism Connection: CCC 85-87; 880-882; 1444-1445
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T A K E - H O M E  ·  S E S S I O N F I V E

Strengthen Your Brethren
Luke 22:24-34

WHAT WE FOUND

At the Last Supper itself, with a dispute about greatness still embarrassing the room, Jesus converted rank 
into service without abolishing it: "let the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the leader as one 
who serves... I am among you as one who serves" (Luke 22:26-27), and then appointed the Twelve a kingdom 
with thrones. Order stays; the style changes forever.

Then the pronouns we counted: Satan demanded all of them, plural, for the sieve, and Jesus prayed for one, 
singular: "Simon, Simon... I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail; and when you have turned 
again, strengthen your brethren" (22:31-32). The many are defended through the one. And the commission 
was issued with the denial already in view: "when you have turned again" admits the fall in advance. The 
office rests on Christ's prayer, never on Peter's readiness, which is why Peter's "I am ready" earned only the 
rooster.

The prayer's precision matters: not that Peter be spared sifting, not that he never sin, but that his faith not 
fail. Hours later his courage died and his faith wept and lived; Easter morning the risen Lord appeared "to 
Simon" before the rest of the apostles (Luke 24:34; cf. CCC 641), and the strengthener of the brethren was 
himself strengthened. Restored failures are the Church's method, not her embarrassment.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. Leo the Great   Sermon 4, On the Anniversary of His Elevation to the Pontificate

Leo preaches that the danger of the trial was common to all the apostles, yet the Lord took special care of 
Peter, praying for Peter's faith in particular, as though the others would stand more surely if the mind of 
their chief were not overcome. In Peter, Leo says, the courage of all is fortified: Christ so arranged the gift that 
what he granted to one, he granted through that one to the whole body.

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. Ambrose   Commentary on Psalm 40

Ambrose coins the maxim the Church never stopped repeating: where Peter is, there is the Church, and 
where the Church is, there is life. For Ambrose this is not flattery of a man but confidence in Christ's design 
for his flock. Read alongside Luke 22:32, the maxim points where this study has been pointing all along: 
finding Peter is finding the place where the brethren are strengthened.

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. Bede the Venerable   Commentary on the Gospel of Luke
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Bede observes that the Lord, who foreknew the denial, did not cancel the commission but built it around the 
fall: Peter is told to strengthen his brothers precisely as one who has turned again. The shepherd of the weak, 
Bede teaches, was permitted to know weakness in himself first, so that his strengthening of others would be 
mercy speaking, not superiority.

LIVE IT THIS WEEK

1.

Each morning this week, pray Luke 22:32 with your own name in it: "Lord, you have prayed for me, that my 
faith may not fail." Let the day start from his prayer, not your readiness.

2.

Identify one brother or sister currently being sifted, and do one concrete strengthening act: a call, a meal, an 
hour, a Mass offered. Turned-again people are for this.

3.

Keep the daily Our Father for the pope, adding this week: "Lord, you prayed that Peter's faith not fail; keep 
the faith of his successor firm, and through him strengthen your brethren."

MEMORY VERSE

"But I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail; and when you have turned again, strengthen your 
brethren." (Luke 22:32, RSV2CE)

BEFORE NEXT SESSION

Read John 21:1-19 twice, slowly. Note where the disciples are and what they have gone back to doing. Bring 
your sealed sheet: a blank opens next week.

Catechism Connection: CCC 552; 641-642; 2600
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T A K E - H O M E  ·  S E S S I O N S I X

Feed My Sheep
John 21:1-19

WHAT WE FOUND

Both seals are open, and the title explained itself. Back in Galilee, back in the boats, back to empty nets: Jesus 
rebuilt Peter's first frame (Luke 5 replayed), and then rebuilt a harder one. The word for the fire on the 
beach, anthrakia, charcoal fire, appears exactly twice in the New Testament: the courtyard fire of the three 
denials (John 18:18) and this one (21:9). The Lord walked Peter back to the scene of the crime, with breakfast, 
and asked three questions to answer three denials.

The question was never "are you sorry" but only "do you love me," and every answer received a commission, 
not just a pardon: feed my lambs, tend my sheep, feed my sheep. The fisherman's new job is shepherd, and 
the pronoun is the doctrine: my lambs, my sheep. Christ the Good Shepherd does not resign; he appoints a 
vicar-shepherd over a flock that stays his. Peter preached his own job description ever after: "Tend the flock 
of God... and when the chief Shepherd is manifested you will obtain the unfading crown" (1 Peter 5:2-4).

Behind the beach stands Ezekiel 34: God's promise to shepherd his flock himself and to set over them "one 
shepherd" (34:15, 23), one promise, now executing. And the commission ends with its cost revealed in 
advance: "you will stretch out your hands... Follow me" (21:18-19). Where that following ended, this study will 
walk in a few weeks.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. Augustine   Tractates on the Gospel of John, Tractate 123

Augustine hears in the threefold question the medicine for the threefold denial: a triple confession of love 
answers the triple fear, and the tongue serves love as fully as it had served dread. And he presses the 
pronoun: feed my sheep, as mine, not yours; seek in them the Lord's glory and not your own, for those who 
feed Christ's sheep as if the sheep were their own love themselves and not Christ.

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. John Chrysostom   Homilies on the Gospel of John, Homily 88

Chrysostom reads the scene as the public restoration and elevation of Peter: the denial is wiped away, and 
Christ places into his hands the presidency over the brethren, entrusting to the one who loves him the care of 
the flock he purchased with his blood. If you love me, Chrysostom hears the Lord say, then shepherd what I 
love.

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. Gregory the Great   Pastoral Rule, Book I
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Gregory, himself a successor of Peter, calls the government of souls the art of arts, and insists no one takes it 
up worthily except through love: the shepherd feeds Christ's sheep by holy living, faithful teaching, and a 
compassion learned in his own weakness. The commission of John 21, for Gregory, is a lifelong examination of 
the shepherd's love, never a trophy.

LIVE IT THIS WEEK

1.

Pray with John 21:15-17 once this week, out loud, alone: let him ask you all three times, and answer honestly 
all three times. Write down what he gives you to do.

2.

Do one concrete act of feeding this week: bring a meal, catechize a kid, visit someone housebound. 
Shepherding is calories and time, not sentiment.

3.

Keep the daily Our Father for the pope, adding this week: "Chief Shepherd, give your under-shepherd love 
enough for the whole flock, and bring us all home."

MEMORY VERSE

"Simon, son of John, do you love me? ... Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you. ... Feed my sheep."  
(John 21:17, RSV2CE)

BEFORE NEXT SESSION

Read Acts 1:12-26 and Acts 2:14-42. In chapter 1, watch who stands up first and what Scripture he quotes 
about a vacant position; in chapter 2, note who preaches, who stands with him, and what the crowd asks and 
of whom.

Catechism Connection: CCC 553; 881; 1551
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T A K E - H O M E  ·  S E S S I O N S E V E N

Peter at Pentecost
Acts 1:12-26; 2:14-42

WHAT WE FOUND

In the gap between Ascension and Pentecost, someone had to move first, and it was Peter: "Peter stood up 
among the brethren" (Acts 1:15), interpreting Scripture and directing the Church's first corporate act, with 
authority and with the body, never over it. The business was a vacancy, and Scripture's own word for what 
Judas held is episkopē, office of oversight: "His office let another take" (Acts 1:20, quoting Psalm 109:8). The 
first agenda item of the Church was apostolic succession: Matthias enrolled, the Twelve complete. The 
eyewitness role died with the apostles; the office did not (Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5).

At Pentecost the staging is the doctrine: "Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice" (2:14), one voice, 
the college with him. The crowd, cut to the heart, asked "Peter and the rest of the apostles" what to do, and 
Peter answered for all: "Repent, and be baptized every one of you" (2:38). Three thousand entered: the keys 
of Matthew 16 turning in public, opening the kingdom to Israel.

Fifty days separate the courtyard fire from this Pentecost proclamation. What changed was not Peter's 
temperament but Pentecost: turned again, he strengthens (Luke 22:32, visibly fulfilled). And the newborn 
Church settled into four devotions that have never adjourned: "the apostles' teaching and fellowship, the 
breaking of bread and the prayers" (2:42), doctrine, communion, Eucharist, liturgy: your parish, week one.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. John Chrysostom   Homilies on the Acts of the Apostles, Homily 3

Chrysostom watches Peter rise in the upper room and names what he sees: Peter acts with authority in the 
matter, as the one to whom Christ entrusted the flock, always first to begin, the mouth of the rest. Yet 
Chrysostom equally admires the manner: he does everything with the common consent, nothing by 
imperious command, primacy exercised as service among brothers.

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. Irenaeus of Lyons   Against Heresies, Book III (chs. 1-4 and 12)

Irenaeus leans on the Pentecost preaching as bedrock: Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, proclaimed to Israel 
the crucified and risen Jesus as Lord and Christ, and this public apostolic preaching, delivered before 
thousands and handed down in the Church, is the standard against which every later novelty is measured. 
What Peter preached openly at the beginning, the Church guards to the end.

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. Bede the Venerable   Commentary on the Acts of the Apostles
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Bede lingers on the election of Matthias: the office forsaken by the traitor is not abolished but filled, that the 
mystical number of the twelve, foundation stones of the new Israel, might stand complete. For Bede the 
lesson is durable: the ministry entrusted to the apostles is greater than the men who fail it, and the Lord 
provides for his Church's continuance.

LIVE IT THIS WEEK

1.

Read the whole Pentecost sermon, Acts 2:14-41, out loud once this week, standing up. Notice what it feels like 
in the body to proclaim rather than just read.

2.

Live Acts 2:42 deliberately for seven days: one act of study (the teaching), one act of fellowship, one Mass 
beyond Sunday if you can (the breaking of bread), and one fixed time of daily prayer.

3.

Keep the daily Our Father for the pope, adding this week: "Lord, as you filled Peter at Pentecost, fill his 
successor with boldness and your Church with three thousand more."

MEMORY VERSE

"And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers."  (Acts 2:42, RSV2CE)

BEFORE NEXT SESSION

Read Acts 10 in full (it is a story, it reads fast), then Acts 15:1-29. In chapter 10, count how many times God 
has to repeat himself to Peter; in chapter 15, mark exactly who speaks, in what order, and what happens to 
the room after Peter finishes.

Catechism Connection: CCC 731-732; 857; 861
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T A K E - H O M E  ·  S E S S I O N E I G H T

Peter Decides
Acts 10:1-48; 11:1-18; 15:1-29

WHAT WE FOUND

The Gentile door, the biggest in salvation history, opened through Peter: a sheet from heaven three times (he 
argued every round), the ruling at Cornelius's house, "God shows no partiality" (Acts 10:34), the Spirit falling 
mid-homily, and Peter's command to baptize. He summarized it himself later: "God made choice among you, 
that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe" (15:7). And when criticized 
back in Jerusalem, he did not pull rank; he explained, and the church glorified God (11:18). Primacy in Acts is 
accountable service.

Then the first council, and the pattern we found in Deuteronomy 17 executing: the hard case went up to the 
apostles and elders. Much debate; Peter rose and stated the heart of the matter, including the sentence 
Catholics should quote first: "we believe that we shall be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as 
they will" (15:11); and "all the assembly kept silence" (15:12). James, the local bishop, took Peter's testimony 
as his starting point ("Symeon has related how God first visited the Gentiles," 15:14) and proposed the 
pastoral application; the letter issued from the whole college with history's boldest warrant: "it has seemed 
good to the Holy Spirit and to us" (15:28). Not James over Peter, not Peter alone; the Church has long read this 
scene as a pattern: doctrine voiced by the steward, application shaped by the local bishop, decision issued by 
the whole college, signature by the Spirit.

The binding lifted burdens rather than adding them, so that consciences across three provinces could rest on 
one answer. That is what the office is for. Next week the study faces the question the New Testament refuses 
to hide: what happens when the man who holds all this fails, publicly, again?

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. John Chrysostom   Homilies on the Acts of the Apostles, on the Council

Chrysostom marvels at the order of the assembly: there is no arrogance in the Church. Peter, entrusted with 
the flock, speaks first among them and with power; Paul and Barnabas are heard without interruption; and 
James, as bishop of Jerusalem, fittingly speaks last to apply what has been declared. For Chrysostom the 
council's beauty is that authority and brotherhood breathe together, each voice in its place.

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. Jerome   Letter 15, to Pope Damasus

Writing from the Syrian desert amid a three-way schism over the see of Antioch, Jerome asks the bishop of 
Rome to tell him with whom to communicate, and gives his reason: I follow no leader but Christ, but I am in 
communion with the chair of Peter; on that rock I know the Church is built. When the hard case arose, the 
instinct of the fourth century's greatest biblical scholar was the instinct of Acts 15: take it up, to Peter's chair.
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V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. Cyprian of Carthage   Letter 59, to Pope Cornelius

Cyprian names the see of Rome the chair of Peter and the principal church, the source from which the unity 
of the priesthood took its rise, and he is indignant that schismatics dare to sail there as if the faucet of unity 
could be turned against itself. In this letter, Cyprian treats communion with that chair as the touchstone of 
unity against schism, a witness the Church reads alongside his equally strong insistence that the one 
episcopate is held jointly by all the bishops.

LIVE IT THIS WEEK

1.

Read Acts 15:1-31 once more this week and mark every speaker in the margin: debate, Peter, silence, 
testimony, James, letter. Teach the sequence to one person in your life; it takes three minutes and it reframes 
everything.

2.

Peter's partiality died on a rooftop. Identify one category of person you quietly treat as "common or unclean," 
and do one deliberate act of table fellowship this week.

3.

Keep the daily Our Father for the pope, adding this week: "Lord, give your Church councils like the first one: 
bold debate, clear rulings, and burdens no heavier than necessary."

MEMORY VERSE

"For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary 
things." (Acts 15:28, RSV2CE)

BEFORE NEXT SESSION

Read Galatians 2:11-14 and Luke 22:54-62, and sit with both without flinching. Write down the hardest 
question these passages raise for you about Peter and his successors; next session exists for exactly that 
question.

Catechism Connection: CCC 85-87; 880-881; 890
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T A K E - H O M E  ·  S E S S I O N N I N E

The Failing Rock
Matthew 16:21-23; Luke 22:54-62; Galatians 2:11-14

WHAT WE FOUND

We read every failure at full volume. Five verses after "you are Peter," the rock became a skandalon, a 
stumbling stone: "Get behind me, Satan!" (Matthew 16:23), for thinking on the side of men. In the courtyard, 
the rock denied three times, and "the Lord turned and looked at Peter," and he wept bitterly (Luke 22:61-62): 
the weeping that separates contrition from despair. And at Antioch, Paul "opposed him to his face" before 
everyone (Galatians 2:11), and Paul was right.

Then the anatomy that decides everything: Peter's doctrine on the question was correct and on the record 
(Acts 10:34; 15:11). Paul's own word for the sin is hypokrisis, hypocrisy: conduct betraying Peter's own true 
teaching, cowardice at a lunch table, "fearing the circumcision party." Grave and scandalous, yes; an official 
act binding the Church to error, no. Nathan rebuked David to his face, David repented, and the crown stayed 
(2 Samuel 12): God's offices survive God's rebukes of the men in them. St. Augustine's verdict: Peter's humble 
acceptance of public correction was the rarer and holier example. St. Catherine of Siena proved the pattern 
permanent, correcting a pope fiercely while calling him sweet Christ on earth.

What was never promised: sinless, brave, or wise popes (CCC 1550 says so plainly). What was promised: a 
prayed-for faith (Luke 22:32) and a revealed confession (Matthew 16:17). What that protection is, exactly and 
narrowly, is where this study ends. First, one more question: where did Peter's "follow me" lead?

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. Augustine   Letter 82, to St. Jerome

In their famous dispute over Antioch, Jerome suggested the confrontation was staged for effect; Augustine 
insisted it was real, because Scripture does not lie, and then drew the lesson that settles tonight: Peter, by 
humbly accepting public correction from a junior colleague, left the Church a rarer and holier example than 
Paul's boldness in giving it. It is a greater thing, Augustine says, to be corrected well than to correct well.

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. Cyprian of Carthage   Letter 71

Cyprian points to Antioch as the office's true style: Peter, whom the Lord chose first and on whom he built his 
Church, did not answer Paul's challenge by insolently claiming his primacy and demanding obedience from a 
latecomer; he yielded to truth presented rightly. For Cyprian the scene disgraces neither Peter nor the 
primacy; it displays the humility that makes the primacy Christian.

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H
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St. Catherine of Siena   Letters to Pope Gregory XI

A thirty-year-old laywoman and future Doctor of the Church wrote to the pope himself with astonishing 
frankness, urging him to return his see to Rome, to be a courageous man and not a coward, and to uproot the 
corruption around him, all while calling him "sweet Christ on earth" and maintaining deep reverence for the 
office throughout. Catherine is the permanent Catholic proof that fierce correction and full communion are 
not opposites.

LIVE IT THIS WEEK

1.

Pray Psalm 51, David's psalm after Nathan, once each day this week, as Peter's psalm and as yours.

2.

Identify one place your behavior contradicts your stated convictions, one act of practical hypocrisy, and 
correct the conduct, not the conviction, this week.

3.

Keep the daily Our Father for the pope, adding this week: "Lord, when Peter's successor is weak, send him a 
Paul and a Catherine, and give him David's heart to hear them."

MEMORY VERSE

"My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness."  (2 Corinthians 12:9, RSV2CE)

BEFORE NEXT SESSION

Read 2 Timothy 2:1-2 and Titus 1:5, watching for how many generations of teachers appear in a single 
verse. Then read Acts 20:17-32, Paul's farewell to the Ephesian elders, and mark every shepherding word you 
find.

Catechism Connection: CCC 1550; 890-891; 1429
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T A K E - H O M E  ·  S E S S I O N T E N

The Office Continues
2 Timothy 2:1-2; Titus 1:5; Acts 20:17-32

WHAT WE FOUND

Paul spent his last letters engineering a relay: four generations in one verse, "what you have heard from me 
before many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach others also" (2 Timothy 2:2), Titus 
left in Crete to "appoint elders in every town" (Titus 1:5), and the Ephesian elders made "overseers... to care 
for the church of God" precisely because wolves were coming after Paul's departure (Acts 20:28-29). Across 
Scripture, God's offices are the hand-me-down kind: Aaron's vestments, the steward's key, Joshua's 
commissioning, Matthias's enrollment. Again and again, these offices were designed to outlive their first 
holders; succession is the pattern, not the exception.

One generation out, St. Clement of Rome confirms it as the apostles' own design: they provided "that if they 
should die, other approved men should succeed to their ministry" (1 Clement 44), and his letter behaves like 
the design working: Rome authoritatively settling another apostolic church's crisis, while the apostle John, 
closer to Corinth, still lived, and no one recorded surprise. By AD 180, St. Irenaeus's test for orthodoxy is the 
public succession list, and his chief exhibit is Rome, founded by Peter and Paul, bishops recited name by 
name, the church with which every church must agree.

Development is real and unembarrassing: St. John Henry Newman named the pattern, acorn and oak, one 
organism, continuity of type, and concluded that to be deep in history is to cease to be a Protestant. Two 
questions remain for our last two sessions: why did the succession run through Rome, of all cities? And what, 
exactly and narrowly, is protected as it travels?

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. Clement of Rome   Letter to the Corinthians, 42 and 44

Writing about AD 96, Clement testifies that the apostles, foreknowing contention over the bishop's office, 
appointed the men named above and afterward provided that when these should fall asleep, other approved 
men should succeed to their ministry. Succession, in the mouth of a man who knew the apostles, is not a later 
theory; it is their own recorded arrangement for the Church's continuance.

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. Irenaeus of Lyons   Against Heresies, Book III, 3

Against teachers claiming secret apostolic traditions, Irenaeus answers with a public list: the church founded 
at Rome by Peter and Paul, whose bishops he names in order down to his own day, and with which, on 
account of its preeminent authority, every church must agree. For Irenaeus the succession is the argument: 
truth is where the handing-on can be shown, name by name, back to the apostles.
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V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. John Henry Newman   An Essay on the Development of Christian Doctrine

Newman, whose study of the Fathers carried him into the Catholic Church, argued that living ideas 
necessarily develop, and that a doctrine's later fullness can be the same organism as its scriptural seed, the 
oak of the acorn, provided the type is continuous. His famous verdict stands over tonight's evidence: to be 
deep in history is to cease to be a Protestant.

LIVE IT THIS WEEK

1.

Build your own succession list this week: name, on paper, the actual chain of people who carried the faith to 
you, as far back as you can trace, and thank God for each by name.

2.

Look up your diocese's line of bishops (most diocesan websites list it) and pray for your current bishop by 
name each day this week: he is Acts 20:28 in your zip code.

3.

Keep the daily Our Father for the pope, adding this week: "Lord of the relay, let the deposit pass through our 
generation undiminished."

MEMORY VERSE

"And what you have heard from me before many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach 
others also." (2 Timothy 2:2, RSV2CE)

BEFORE NEXT SESSION

Read 1 Peter 5:13 and ask yourself where "Babylon" is, then read Revelation 17:5, 9, 18 for a clue about the 
code. Reread John 21:18-19. Next session follows Peter to the end of his road.

Catechism Connection: CCC 861-862; 77; 1590; 1594
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T A K E - H O M E  ·  S E S S I O N E L E V E N

Peter in Babylon
1 Peter 5:1-14; John 21:18-19; Revelation 17

WHAT WE FOUND

The case assembled itself: "She who is at Babylon... sends you greetings" (1 Peter 5:13), and Revelation's own 
codebook identifies Babylon as the city on seven mountains with dominion over the kings of the earth 
(Revelation 17:9, 18): Rome. John recorded the beach prophecy, stretched-out hands, girded by another, for 
readers who already knew how it was fulfilled (John 21:18-19). The early witnesses are unanimous and early: 
Clement writing from Rome within living memory, Ignatius ("I do not command you as Peter and Paul did"), 
Dionysius, Irenaeus, and Gaius offering to point out the apostle's "trophy" on the Vatican hill. And the silence 
thunders: no other city in the ancient world ever claimed Peter's tomb; no rival tradition ever arose.

Under the high altar, excavation found what the tradition said: a first-century venerated grave beneath the 
second-century trophy, with remains Pope St. Paul VI announced as identified "in a way that we can consider 
convincing," the Church's own careful words, and ours. Rome's primacy is Peter's primacy with an address: 
the keys stayed where the keybearer fell, and the see was, in Vatican I's own words, "founded and 
consecrated" with his blood. "Presiding in charity," St. Ignatius called that church (CCC 834).

And the letter from Babylon showed the commission completed: the shepherd still tending ("tend the flock of 
God... willingly"), refusing titles ("fellow elder"), and blessing with the very verb of Luke 22:32: the God of all 
grace "will himself restore, establish, and strengthen you" (1 Peter 5:10). Turned again long ago, 
strengthening to the last line. One session remains: what exactly travels down the blood-bought line, and 
what is it all for.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. Ignatius of Antioch   Letter to the Romans, 4

On the road to his own martyrdom about AD 107, Ignatius begs the Roman church not to interfere with his 
coming death, and drops the sentence historians treasure: I do not command you as Peter and Paul did; they 
were apostles, I am a convict. Writing to Rome alone does Ignatius speak this way, assuming as common 
knowledge that Peter and Paul had taught and commanded in that church.

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. Irenaeus of Lyons   Against Heresies, Book III, 1

Irenaeus states the founding as settled fact: while Peter and Paul were preaching at Rome and laying the 
foundations of the church, Matthew issued his Gospel, and after their departure Mark, the disciple and 
interpreter of Peter, handed down Peter's preaching in writing. For Irenaeus, Rome's apostolic foundation by 
the two chief apostles is the fixed point from which his whole succession argument runs.
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V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. Jerome   On Illustrious Men, 1

Jerome opens his catalogue of Christian writers with Peter: prince of the apostles, who governed the church 
at Rome until the last year of Nero, when he was crucified, and, the tradition Jerome records, fastened head-
downward at his own request, declaring himself unworthy to be crucified as his Lord was. The steward's final 
act, in the Church's memory, was one more deferral to the King.

LIVE IT THIS WEEK

1.

Read all of 1 Peter this week, one sitting if you can, hearing it as a late letter of the man this study has 
followed: from Babylon, near the end, still feeding sheep.

2.

Take a virtual walk through the Vatican necropolis this week (the Scavi; the Vatican posts a tour online) and 
pray at the trophy of Gaius from your chair: a first-century grave, still gathering the nations.

3.

Keep the daily Our Father for the pope, adding this week: "Lord, you led Peter where he did not wish to go; 
give his successor a martyr's freedom, and your whole Church a martyr's love."

MEMORY VERSE

"And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, 
will himself restore, establish, and strengthen you."  (1 Peter 5:10, RSV2CE)

BEFORE NEXT SESSION

Final assignment: reread the four pillars in one sitting, Matthew 16:13-20, Luke 22:24-34, John 21:15-19, 
Acts 15:6- 12, and write down your single strongest remaining objection to the papacy, whatever it is. The 
last session exists for it. Bring it.

Catechism Connection: CCC 834; 882; 936
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T A K E - H O M E  ·  S E S S I O N T W E L V E

Servant of the Servants
Matthew 16:17-19; Luke 22:26-32; John 13:12-15; John 21:15-17

WHAT WE FOUND

The four pillars read as one act in four scenes: Caesarea Philippi the constitution (revealed confession, rock, 
keys), the Last Supper the guarantee and the style (a prayed-for faith, and greatness redefined by service), 
the beach the care (love as the one question Christ asks, over a flock that stays Christ's), Jerusalem the 
operation (the steward's decisive voice within the council of apostles and elders, Acts 15:7-11, sealed by the 
Spirit). One office, whole, discovered by this group text by text.

Infallibility, defined exactly: when the pope, as shepherd and teacher of all the faithful, proclaims by a 
definitive act a doctrine of faith or morals, he is preserved from error (CCC 891), the mature form of the 
Father's revealed confession (Matthew 16:17) and Christ's prayed-for faith (Luke 22:32). The longer list is the 
nots: not impeccability, not inspiration, not wisdom, not every papal word, not a power over the deposit but 
total servitude to it (CCC 86), exercised solemnly about twice in two centuries. And 1870's honest history, 
contested minority and all, passes the acorn-and-oak test: the definition fenced the office; it did not invent it. 
The fence has held.

The style is fixed forever by the towel (John 13:14-15) and Gregory's signature, servus servorum Dei, servant of 
the servants of God. The keys and the towel were handed to the same man by the same Lord, and every 
authentic renewal of the office has been the towel reclaiming the keys. And the study's last word was its first 
assignment turned outward: strengthened, now strengthen (Luke 22:32). You wrote a name and a date. Feed 
his sheep.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. Leo the Great   Sermon 3, On His Birthday as Pope

Leo preaches the line that carried the Church through her worst holders: the dignity of Peter is not lacking 
even in an unworthy heir. The strength Christ gave the rock, Leo insists, remains Christ's gift and Christ's 
work; Peter's solidity persists in Peter's see because the Lord who conferred it does not withdraw it, and the 
merit of the office was never the merit of the man.

V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. Gregory the Great   Letters (Register V.18; VII.33)

When the patriarch of Constantinople styled himself ecumenical patriarch, Gregory answered not by 
grabbing a grander title but by adopting the humblest one in history: servant of the servants of God. Whoever 
calls himself universal priest, he wrote to the emperor, is in his elation the forerunner of Antichrist; and he 
governed the universal Church while calling universal titles poison. Servant of the servants of God became an 
enduring papal title: Gregory's towel, still signed today.
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V O I C E S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

St. John Paul II   Ut Unum Sint 88-96

Writing to a divided Christendom, John Paul described the papacy as the ministry of unity whose mission is 
born from the mercy Christ showed to Peter, a primacy of service, and then, in a gesture without precedent in 
papal teaching (Ut Unum Sint 95-96), he asked leaders of other Christian communities to help him find ways 
of exercising the office so that its service could be recognized by all. The keeper of the keys, asking the 
separated brethren to help him carry them: the office's style, in the office's own voice.

LIVE IT THIS WEEK

1.

Execute your Send commitment this week: the named person, the concrete act, the date. Report back to one 
group member; strengthening is a team sport.

2.

Make the study's habit permanent: the daily Our Father for the pope, for life. This week's addition, the last: 
"Lord, keep your steward's hands on the keys and his knees at the basin, and make me a strengthener of my 
brethren."

3.

Consider leading: this guide, this format, these questions are now yours. Pray this week about gathering your 
own table of twelve, and tell your leader what you hear.

MEMORY VERSE

"…let the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves…. I am among you as 
one who serves."  (Luke 22:26-27, RSV2CE)

BEFORE NEXT SESSION

There is no next session; there is a next table. Reread your Send commitment today, tell one person, and put 
the date on your calendar. And keep the habit that outlasts the study: one Our Father, daily, for the servant of 
the servants of God.

Catechism Connection: CCC 86; 882; 890-891
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