A NEW COVENANT: A CATHOLIC JOURNEY THROUGH JEREMIAH
TAKE-HOME SHEET - SESSION 4

The Potter’s House
Jeremiah 18-19

WHAT WE FOUND

God sent Jeremiah downhill to a working pottery shop and taught through a craftsman’s hands. The
vessel was spoiled on the wheel, and the potter did not throw the clay away: “he reworked it into
another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to do” (18:4). For all who turn back to Him, a spoiled start
is not a discarded life. Then God explained His own rules, in one of the rarest passages in the prophets: a
declared judgment against a nation is revoked when it turns; a declared blessing is forfeited when it
turns to evil (18:7-10). Warnings of this kind are not fate. They are invitations with a deadline, mercy
wearing work clothes.

Chapter 19 gave us the second vessel: not wet clay but a finished flask, shattered in the valley of Hinnom
as the sign of Judah’s coming judgment, “so that it can never be mended” (19:11). The sign’s contrast is
the sermon: clay on the wheel can be reworked; the hardened vessel can only break. And that valley’s
Hebrew name, ge-hinnom, became the Gospel word Gehenna: when Jesus warns of Gehenna, this valley’s
history, Jeremiah’s chapters included, is in the word. The window while the clay is wet is called mercy,
and it is open now.

We also found the clay talking back to the image in the best way: “If any one purifies himself... he will be
a vessel for noble use, consecrated” (2 Timothy 2:21), the very word spoken over Jeremiah before birth.
God’s shaping and our turning meet on the wheel, and Scripture refuses to surrender either one.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

VOICES OF THE CHURCH
St. Irenaeus - Against Heresies, Book IV

St. Irenaeus counseled the believer to offer God a heart soft and tractable, like moist clay, lest
hardening lose the mark of His fingers. It is not you who make God; it is God who makes you. His
counsel leaves the clay one free offering, and our study’s image for it is this: stay wet, tractable, on
the wheel, in the hands.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH
St. Augustine - Sermon 169, quoted at CCC 1847

St. Augustine put the mystery of grace and freedom in one sentence: God created us without us, but
He did not will to save us without us. Jeremiah 18:7-10 is that sentence in prophetic form.
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VOICES OF THE CHURCH
St. John Henry Newman - Meditations and Devotions

St. John Henry Newman wrote that God has created me to do Him some definite service; He has
committed some work to me which He has not committed to another. The vessel on the wheel is not
generic stock. Even the spoiled start is reworked toward a particular purpose.

Live It This Week

« Take the spoiled thing you named tonight and hand it over explicitly in prayer once this week:
Lord, this is the collapsed vessel. Rework it as it seems good to You. Then leave it on the wheel.

« Practice staying soft once this day: when you are corrected, criticized, or contradicted this week,
resist the first hardening and ask instead, Lord, is Your hand in this pressure?

« Pray one Our Father slowly for someone you are tempted to write off as fired clay, finished,
hopeless. God relents when people turn; ask Him for their turning.

Memory Verse

"Behold, like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel.” (Jeremiah
18:6, RSV2CE)

Before Next Session

Read Jeremiah 20. It is short, raw, and unlike anything we have read so far. Come ready to talk about
honest prayer.

Catechism References

CCC1847-CCC1431
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