A NEW COVENANT: A CATHOLIC JOURNEY THROUGH JEREMIAH
SESSION 12 - LEADER PREPARATION GUIDE

Hope Beyond the Ruins

Jeremiah 39, 52 and Lamentations 3
90 minutes - Win, Build, Send inductive format - Final session

SESSION OVERVIEW

Discovery Aim. The city falls, and the study lands. Participants walk through the catastrophe Jeremiah
spent forty years announcing, watch the prophet refuse comfort in Babylon to stay with the poorest of
his people, and then discover the strangest ending in prophetic literature: the book closes not with the
fall but with a son of David released from prison and seated at a king’s table, and that released
prisoner’s name appears in the genealogy of Jesus Christ. They pray Lamentations 3 from the middle of
the rubble, take the “was Jeremiah a failure?” question head-on, and gather all three threads of the
study into one final retrospective.

Catholic Touchstone. We firmly believe that God is master of the world and of history, even when His
ways are hidden in ruins; only at the end will we fully know the paths by which He guided all things to
their goal (cf. CCC 313-314). His mercies are new every morning, including the mornings after everything
falls.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

- The fall, told twice. Chapter 39 narrates it plainly: the wall breached, Zedekiah caught fleeing, his
sons slaughtered before his eyes as the last thing he ever sees before being blinded and chained for
Babylon (39:1-7). Chapter 52, the book’s appendix, retells it with the Temple’s burning and the
inventory of its looted vessels. Forty years of warnings, exactly fulfilled. Do not rush this; the
study’s hope is honest only if the catastrophe is.

« The prophet’s choice. Babylon frees Jeremiah with honors and an open invitation: come to
Babylon, be looked after well (40:1-4). The man who preached submission to Babylon for decades
refuses the comfortable version of his own advice and stays “among the people who were left in the
land” (40:6): the impoverished remnant under Gedaliah’s fragile, Babylonian-appointed
administration. His last free choice is solidarity.

+ The bitter coda. Gedaliah the governor is assassinated (41); the panicked remnant flees to Egypt
against God’s explicit word, dragging Jeremiah with them (42-43). Scripture’s last sight of the
prophet is in the land of the original slavery, still preaching, still ignored. An ancient tradition, not
found in Scripture, holds that his own people stoned him there. Handle it honestly as tradition, and
let its plausibility sting.

+ Baruch’s little oracle. Chapter 45 preserves a single-page word for the faithful secretary: “Do you
seek great things for yourself? Seek them not... but I will give you your life as a prize of war” (45:5).
For everyone who serves faithfully in a collapsing situation, God’s word to Baruch is the realistic
promise: not greatness, but your life, kept, as spoil carried out of the wreck.
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+ The strangest ending in the prophets. The book’s final four verses (52:31-34) leap forward to the
thirty-seventh year of Jehoiachin’s exile, decades after the fall: Jehoiachin, the exiled king of Judah,
is released from prison by a new Babylonian king, spoken kindly to, given a seat above the other
kings, and “dined regularly at the king’s table” every day of his life. That is how the book ends: a
son of David, alive, out of prison, at table. The canonical last word of Jeremiah is a whisper of
Davidic hope. Q6 sends the group to find where that whisper leads, and it is the finale of the whole
study.

- Lamentations. Tradition ascribes Lamentations to Jeremiah, weeping through the ruins; the
Church has always placed the two together, whatever the details of authorship. Its center of gravity,
3:21-24, is faith’s most-quoted sentence from inside a disaster: steadfast love that never ceases,
mercies new every morning, great faithfulness, said while the smoke is still rising.

OLD TESTAMENT ROOTS AND FULFILLMENT

Roots. The fall of Jerusalem is the covenant curse of Deuteronomy 28 executed, and the seventy years of
Session 7 beginning. Jehoiachin’s release is the ember of God’s throne promise to David (2 Samuel 7), the
lamp kept burning for David’s sake (1 Kings 11:36), guttering but never out, exactly as 33:17 promised:
“David shall never lack a man to sit on the throne of the house of Israel.”

Fulfillment. Open the New Testament to its first page. The genealogy of Jesus Christ pivots on the
deportation to Babylon, and there, on the far side of the catastrophe, stands the released prisoner of
Jeremiah 52: “Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel” (Matthew 1:12); Jechoniah is Jehoiachin. The man
dining at the king’s table in the book’s last verses is an ancestor of Jesus Christ. The ember the book ends
on becomes the Light of the world. Your group finds this themselves in Q6, and it is the last discovery of
the study: the Bible’s first page answers Jeremiah'’s last one.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

VOICES OF THE CHURCH
St. John Chrysostom - His dying words, as recorded in Palladius’s Dialogue

The great preacher of Constantinople died like Jeremiah: exiled by the powerful for telling them the
truth, marched to death in a place not his own. Palladius records his dying words: Glory to God for
all things. Not for some things, not for the pleasant things: for all things, said from inside the ruin.
It is Lamentations 3 with a Greek accent, and it is the destination of everything this study has
practiced.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH
St. Francis de Sales - His counsel in his letters of spiritual direction

St. Francis de Sales counseled the anxious not to fear what may happen tomorrow: the same
everlasting Father who cares for you today will care for you then; either He will shield you from
suffering, or He will give you unfailing strength to bear it. The exiles learned it across seventy years.
His mercies do not carry over from yesterday; they are minted new every morning, in exactly the
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day’s denomination.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH
St. John Paul II - Inaugural homily, 1978

A pope from a nation that had been erased from the map more than once opened his pontificate
with the sentence he never stopped repeating: Be not afraid! Open wide the doors to Christ. He had
watched empires burn cities and had outlived the empires. It is the send-off this study hands you:
people formed by Jeremiah do not need the world to be safe in order to be sent into it.

CATECHISM CONNECTION

+ CCC 313 the saints’ unbroken confidence that all things work for good for those who love God: the
witness of St. Catherine of Siena, St. Thomas More on the eve of martyrdom, and Julian of Norwich.

+ CCC 314 - we firmly believe God is master of the world and of history, though His ways are often
unknown to us until we see Him face to face.

+ CCC 1821 -in every circumstance we hope, with the grace of God, to persevere to the end and obtain
the joy of heaven.

THREAD WATCH

THREAD WATCH - FINAL SESSION - ALL THREADS GATHERED OPENLY TONIGHT

The Retrospective (Q9) is the study’s capstone. All secrecy is over; tonight the group names the
architecture out loud. Thread 1: planted in the six verbs of 1:10, sealed in envelopes, developed
through the conditional verbs of 18:7-10 and the exiles’ commands of 29:5, resolved at 31:28-34 and
the cup of Luke 22:20. Thread 2: planted at 1:5 and 1:19, breadcrumbed through the stocks, the trial,
the lamb of 11:19, the cup of 25:15, resolved at Matthew 16:14 and completed in the differences: He
was not rescued; He rose. Thread 3: planted at 1:12 with the almond branch, claimed as fire and
hammer at 23:29, tested by the penknife and brazier, resolved at 36:32, and sealed by Matthew
24:35. Let the group reconstruct as much as possible themselves; supply only what they miss. Then
land the final connection: tonight’s Jechoniah discovery shows all three threads flowing into one
genealogy, one Person, one table.

SESSION GOALS

1. Participants can narrate the fall honestly and identify Jeremiah'’s final choice of solidarity with the
poor of the land.

2. Participants discover the book’s strange ending and find Jechoniah in the genealogy of Christ
themselves.

3. Participants can pray Lamentations 3:21-24 as hope-from-inside-ruins rather than optimism-before-
them.
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4. Participants hear the “Jeremiah failed” case at full strength and can answer it with the twenty-six-
century harvest.

5. Participants reconstruct all three threads of the study and leave with a personal rule of life drawn
from the whole book.

TIME NOTE (90 MINUTES)

Opening prayer and Win: 12 minutes. Build: 58 minutes, including the retrospective. Send and Live It: 15
minutes. Closing prayer and memory verse: 5 minutes.

If you are running long: compress Question 3 (Egypt and Baruch) into its answer summary. Never cut
the Jechoniah discovery, the failure steelman, or the retrospective; they are the landing gear of the
entire study.
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A NEW COVENANT: A CATHOLIC JOURNEY THROUGH JEREMIAH
SESSION 12 - DISCUSSION GUIDE

Hope Beyond the Ruins

Jeremiah 39, 52 and Lamentations 3

OPENING PRAYER

"Father, tonight the city falls, and we do not look away. You were master of the story on the day
the walls broke, and You are master of ours. Walk us through the ruins to the ember You kept
burning, and send us out with hope that has been through the fire. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen."” (Opening Prayer)

WIN - OPENING QUESTIONS (12 MIN)

W1. Twelve weeks ago you walked into this study. What is one thing that has actually changed: in how
you read, how you pray, or how you see God?

W2. Have you ever watched something end, a job, a community, a chapter of life, and only much later
seen what God was preserving through the ending? What was the ember?

BUILD - INDUCTIVE STUDY (58 MIN)

READ JEREMIAH 39:1-10 ALOUD, UNHURRIED. THIS IS THE EVENT THE WHOLE BOOK ANNOUNCED.

1. Forty years of warnings land in ten verses. What happens to the city, to Zedekiah, and to the poorest
of the people (39:10)? And a hard question: was any of this a surprise?

ANSWER - SHARE AFTER THE DISCUSSION

The wall is breached; Zedekiah flees by night and is caught; his sons are slaughtered as the last
thing he ever sees before he is blinded and chained for Babylon (39:1-7); the city burns. And in a
strange mercy, the poorest, who owned nothing, are given vineyards and fields (39:10): an
unexpected reversal in which the poor receive the land, and one can already hear the grammar of
the Beatitude in it. None of it was a surprise; every clause had been preached for roughly four
decades. Judgment in Scripture is never an ambush. It is the expiration of ignored mercy, arriving
as foretold, still grieving.

READ JEREMIAH 40:1-6 ALOUD.

2. Babylon offers Jeremiah the comfortable version of his own preaching: come to Babylon, be cared for,
verse 4. He had told everyone to submit to Babylon. What does he choose instead, and what does the
choice reveal?
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ANSWER - SHARE AFTER THE DISCUSSION

He stays “among the people who were left in the land” (40:6): the impoverished remnant under
Gedaliah’s fragile administration. The man who preached submission to Babylon refuses a pension
in Babylon. His counsel had never been about comfort; it was about obedience, and his last free act
is solidarity with the people who had rejected him for forty years. His staying is a sermon without
words. Love that stays with the ruins it warned about is the most credible love there is.

3. (Compress if short on time.) Leader, narrate the bitter coda in two minutes: Gedaliah assassinated (41);
the remnant flees to Egypt against God’s explicit word, dragging Jeremiah along (42-43); an ancient
tradition, not in Scripture, says his own people stoned him there. Then read Jeremiah 45:5, the one-page
oracle for Baruch. What does God promise His faithful secretary, and what does He pointedly not
promise?

ANSWER : SHARE AFTER THE DISCUSSION

“Do you seek great things for yourself? Seek them not... but I will give you your life as a prize of
war” (45:5). Not greatness, not success, not rescue from the collapse: your life, kept, carried out of
the wreck like spoil. It is the realistic promise for everyone who serves faithfully inside a failing
situation, and it is enough. Baruch got no monument; he got his life, and, unknown to him, his
handwriting became Scripture. God’s rewards routinely outrun what He promises, on timelines that
outrun the servant.

READ LAMENTATIONS 3:19-24 ALOUD, SLOWLY. TRADITION HEARS JEREMIAH’S OWN VOICE HERE, IN THE
RUBBLE.

4. Watch the pivot. Verses 19-20 are wormwood and gall, a soul bowed down. Then verse 21: “But this I
call to mind, and therefore I have hope.” What does the sufferer DO to get from despair to hope, and
what exactly does he call to mind?

ANSWER - SHARE AFTER THE DISCUSSION

He performs an act of deliberate memory: “This I call to mind.” Hope here is not a feeling that
arrives; it is a truth that is fetched. And what he fetches: “The steadfast love of the LORD never
ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is thy faithfulness”
(3:22-23). Said with the smoke still rising. Mercies new every morning means yesterday’s mercy
was not the last shipment, and tomorrow’s is already minted. This is the difference between
optimism, which predicts outcomes, and hope, which trusts a Person. Optimism died when the wall
broke. Hope wrote this poem in the ashes.

NoOW THE BOOK’S ACTUAL ENDING. READ JEREMIAH 52:31-34 ALOUD.
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5. Of all the ways to end this book, the editors chose four verses set in the thirty-seventh year of
Jehoiachin’s exile, decades after the fall. Who is released, from what, and list every detail of how he is
treated. Why on earth does the book of Jeremiah end HERE?

ANSWER - SHARE AFTER THE DISCUSSION

Jehoiachin, the exiled king of Judah, is released from prison by a new Babylonian king, spoken
kindly to, given a seat above the other captive kings, his prison garments exchanged, and “dined
regularly at the king’s table” every day of the rest of his life (52:31-34). The book ends with a son of
David: alive, out of prison, in new clothes, at table. After the fire and the rubble, the canonical last
word is an ember of the promise to David, still glowing. It looks like a footnote. Wait.

6. Live discovery. The last one of the study. Follow the ember. Open the New Testament to its very
first page, the genealogy of Jesus Christ in Matthew 1, and search the verses around the deportation to
Babylon for a name that sounds like Jehoiachin. Find it, and say out loud what it means.

ANSWER - SHARE AFTER THE DISCUSSION

“And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel” (Matthew
1:12). Jechoniah IS Jehoiachin: the released prisoner dining at the king’s table in the last verses of
Jeremiah stands in the family tree of Jesus Christ. The ember the book ends on is the line the
Messiah comes down. The Bible’s first page answers Jeremiah'’s last one. And now name what your
group can see: the son of David released from prison, given new garments, seated at the king’s table
forever, is not only Jehoiachin. In it Christians can hardly help seeing the whole Gospel in
miniature, and themselves: released, re-clothed in baptism, and seated at the King’s table, which
this study learned in Session 8 to call the new covenant in His blood. The strangest ending in the
prophets turns out to be an invitation to see the shape of the Gospel already glowing in the ember.

Steelman: Was Jeremiah’s Ministry a Failure?

BUILD THE CASE AT FULL STRENGTH: PRESENT IT AS A HARD-NOSED HONEST OBSERVER WOULD

The case: “Run the numbers. Forty years of preaching: no recorded revival, no king converted, no
policy changed, the city burned on schedule, and the prophet died in Egypt, in the land of the
original slavery, ignored to the end, possibly killed by his own audience. If a missionary reported
these results, we would shut the mission down. We measure ministries by fruit, Jesus said we would
know them by their fruits, and by every visible metric this ministry failed. Faithfulness is
admirable, but let us be honest about outcomes: Jeremiah lost.” Present it coldly; its power is its
plausibility, and half the room measures their own lives this way.

7. First press: audit the harvest on God’s timeline instead of Jeremiah'’s. From this study alone, list what
Jeremiah'’s “failed” ministry produced after his death. Start with a reader in Babylon, and end at an altar
near you.
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ANSWER - SHARE AFTER THE DISCUSSION

The letter that taught the exiles to build and plant, shaping faithful Jewish life in diaspora for
centuries. The prophecy Daniel perceived “in the books” in Babylon, turning the foretold years into
prayer (Daniel 9:2). The seventy-year framework that dated the return itself. The words Jesus chose
for cleansing the Temple (Matthew 21:13) and, above all, the phrase He reached for at the
institution of the Eucharist: the new covenant (Luke 22:20), proclaimed at every Mass on earth this
morning. The longest Old Testament quotation in the New (Hebrews 8). Twelve weeks of your
group’s conversions, twenty-six centuries downstream. The man saw almost none of his fruit
because the tree God planted in him was not a forty-year crop. Success measured at the wrong
harvest date always looks like failure.

8. Second press: what did God actually ask Jeremiah to produce? Go back to the job description of 1:7-8
and the promise of 1:19. Was outcomes ever in the contract? And what does that mean for how you
measure your own life?

ANSWER - SHARE AFTER THE DISCUSSION

The commission was: go where I send you, speak what I command you, do not be afraid, I am with
you to deliver you (1:7-8, 19). Speak, unafraid: that was the whole contract; the staying was his
love’s own addition (40:6). Results belonged to God, on God’s calendar; fidelity belonged to
Jeremiah, daily. And through every assault the book narrates, the promise held: they fought against
him, and they did not prevail (1:19): not the priests, the kings, the cistern, or the fire. The Christian
metric is the same: we are asked for faithfulness, not for visible victory, and the fruit Jesus spoke of
is character and obedience before it is ever statistics. By the only metric in his contract, Jeremiah is
one of the most successful men who ever lived. So, quietly, may be some people in this room whose
numbers look small.

The Retrospective: Gathering the Threads

9. The capstone. Leader: this study was built on three hidden threads, and every secret is now expired.
As a group, reconstruct them from memory: where was each planted, how did it develop, and where did
it resolve? Build the map together on paper or a board; prompt from the answer only where memory
fails.

ANSWER - SHARE AFTER THE DISCUSSION

Thread 1, Build and Plant: planted in the six verbs of 1:10 and sealed in your envelopes; developed
when the verbs turned conditional at the potter’s house (18:7-10) and became commands to the
exiles (29:5); resolved when they returned in 31:28 carrying the almond verb, and the answer was
read: a new covenant, written on hearts, sealed in a cup (31:31-34; Luke 22:20). Thread 2, the
Prophet Like Jeremiah: planted at 1:5 and 1:19; breadcrumbed through the stocks, the Temple
trial, the gentle lamb (11:19), the familiar friends (20:10), the cup (25:15), and the cistern; resolved
when the crowds answered “Jeremiah” (Matthew 16:14), and completed by the differences: the type
was rescued, the Fulfillment rose. Thread 3, the Watched Word: planted at the almond branch
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(1:12); claimed as fire and hammer (23:29); tested by penknife and brazier and resolved when the
scroll came back longer (36:32), sealed by “my words will not pass away” (Matthew 24:35). And
tonight’s discovery gathered all three: the verbs, the Sufferer, and the word all flow into one
genealogy, one Person, one table. The book was one story the whole time. So is yours.

SEND - CLOSING QUESTIONS (15 MIN)

S1. Out of twelve sessions, which single discovery are you taking with you for life, and what will be
different because of it?

$2. Jeremiah'’s contract was to speak, unafraid, and his love added the staying. In the Babylon where God
has planted you, what is the one-sentence version of your contract, your personal rule of life from this
book?

LIVE IT THIS WEEK AND BEYOND

+ Write your rule of life from S2 on a card and put it in your Bible at Jeremiah 1, next to your opened
guess at chapter 31. Revisit both in one year.

« Continue the story: read the book of Baruch this month, the deuterocanonical book bearing the
name of Jeremiah’s faithful secretary, and Lamentations in full during the next Lent.

« At Mass this Sunday, when you hear “the new and eternal covenant,” let it be your study’s
permanent souvenir: you know the promise behind that phrase, the new covenant Jeremiah
announced and Christ sealed in His blood, and what it cost, and that it was written for your heart
by name.

CLOSING PRAYER

"Father, You watched over Your word through fire and ruin and performed it to the letter. You
built and planted what no army can burn: a covenant written on hearts, sealed in the blood of
the Lamb, served at Your table. Your steadfast love never ceases; Your mercies are new every
morning; great is Your faithfulness. Send us now as You sent Your prophet: to speak and to stay,
unafraid, because You are with us. Through Christ our Lord, the righteous Branch, the new
covenant in person. Amen." (Closing Prayer)

SCRIPTURE MEMORY VERSE

"The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new
every morning; great is thy faithfulness.” (Lamentations 3:22-23, RSV2CE)
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A NEW COVENANT: A CATHOLIC JOURNEY THROUGH JEREMIAH
SESSION 12 - LEADER REFERENCE CARD

Every Passage in This Session

Jeremiah 39, 52 and Lamentations 3

Primary Text
+ Jeremiah 39:1-10 - the fall; the poor inherit vineyards (Q1)
+ Jeremiah 40:1-6 - the prophet’s choice to stay (Q2)
« Jeremiah 41-43 - Gedaliah; the flight to Egypt (Q3, leader narrative)
« Jeremiah 45:5- Baruch’s oracle: your life as a prize of war (Q3)
« Jeremiah 52:31-34 - Jehoiachin released; the king’s table (Q5)

+ Lamentations 3:19-24 - hope fetched from memory (Q4, memory verse)

Roots and Fulfillment
+ Deuteronomy 28 - the covenant curses executed (leader background)

+ 2 Samuel 7; 1 Kings 11:36; Jeremiah 33:17 - the throne promise and the lamp of David (Q5
background)

+ Matthew 1:11-12 - Jechoniah in the genealogy of Christ (live discovery, Q6)
+ Daniel 9:2; Matthew 21:13; Luke 22:20; Hebrews 8:8-12 - the harvest audit (steelman Q7)

+ Jeremiah 1:7-8, 19 - the contract: speak, unafraid (steelman Q8)

The Threads (Q9)
« Thread 1-1:10; 18:7-10; 29:5; 31:28-34; Luke 22:20
+ Thread 2-1:5,19; 11:19; 20:10; 25:15; 37-38; Matthew 16:14
« Thread 3-1:12; 23:29; 36:32; Matthew 24:35

Catechism
+ CCC 313-314 - God master of history; the saints’ confidence

+ CCC 1821 persevering hope
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