A NEW COVENANT: A CATHOLIC JOURNEY THROUGH JEREMIAH
TAKE-HOME SHEET - SESSION 12 - FINAL

Hope Beyond the Ruins

Jeremiah 39, 52 and Lamentations 3

WHAT WE FOUND

The city fell as foretold: roughly forty years of warnings, arriving at last, still grieving (39:1-10), and in a
strange mercy the poorest received vineyards and fields. Freed with honors and offered comfort in
Babylon, Jeremiah chose instead to stay with the remnant poor (40:6): a sermon without words. To
faithful Baruch, God gave the realistic promise for everyone serving inside a collapse: not greatness, but
“your life as a prize of war” (45:5). And from inside the rubble came faith’s greatest sentence, hope
fetched by deliberate memory: “The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to
an end; they are new every morning” (Lamentations 3:22-23).

Then the strangest ending in the prophets: the book closes in the thirty-seventh year of Jehoiachin’s
exile, with the son of David released from prison, given new garments, and seated at the king’s table for
life (52:31-34). We followed the ember to the Bible’s first page and found him: “Jechoniah was the father
of Shealtiel” (Matthew 1:12), in the genealogy of Jesus Christ. The released prisoner at the king’s table is
the line the Messiah comes down, and in the image we can see the whole Gospel in miniature: released,
re-clothed, seated at the King’s table, the new covenant in His blood.

And we settled the failure question. By visible metrics Jeremiah lost everything; by his actual contract,
speak, unafraid, for I am with you (1:7-8, 19), with the staying his love’s own addition, he is among the
most successful men who ever lived. His “failed” ministry gave Daniel his prayer, the exiles their
vocation, Jesus His words at the Temple and at the Supper, and every Mass its consecration. Success
measured at the wrong harvest date always looks like failure. The three threads we traced for twelve
weeks, the verbs that ended in building, the sufferer the crowds recognized, the word no fire could burn,
all flow into one genealogy, one Person, one table. The book was one story the whole time. So is yours.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

VOICES OF THE CHURCH
St. John Chrysostom - His dying words, as recorded in Palladius’s Dialogue

Exiled by the powerful for telling them the truth, the great preacher died far from home; Palladius
records his last words: Glory to God for all things. Not for some things: for all things, said from
inside the ruin. Lamentations 3 with a Greek accent.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

St. Francis de Sales - His counsel in his letters of spiritual direction
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Do not fear what may happen tomorrow: the same everlasting Father who cares for you today will
care for you then. Either He will shield you from suffering, or He will give you unfailing strength to
bear it. Mercies are minted new every morning, in exactly the day’s denomination.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH
St. John Paul II - Inaugural homily, 1978

Be not afraid! Open wide the doors to Christ. A pope from a nation erased from the map more than
once, who had outlived the empires. People formed by Jeremiah do not need the world to be safe in
order to be sent into it.

Live It: The Sending

+ Write your one-sentence rule of life from this study on a card and keep it in your Bible at Jeremiah
1, next to your opened guess at chapter 31. Revisit both in one year.

+ Continue the story: read the book of Baruch this month, the deuterocanonical book bearing the
name of Jeremiah’s secretary, and Lamentations in full during the next Lent.

+ At every Mass from now on, when you hear “the new and eternal covenant,” remember: you know
the promise behind that phrase, first announced through Jeremiah and sealed in Christ’s blood,
what it cost, and that it was written for your heart by name.

Memory Verse

"The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new
every morning; great is thy faithfulness.” (Lamentations 3:22-23, RSV2CE)

Catechism References

CCC 313-314-CCC 1821
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