Session 3

The Question of Job
Job 1:1-22; 2:7-13; 38:1-11; 42:1-8

PART ONE - LEADER PREPARATION GUIDE

SESSION OVERVIEW

Discovery Aim. The group discovers that the Bible itself demolishes the tidy explanation of suffering
(that it must be deserved), because God condemns Job's comforters and vindicates Job; and that God
answers Job with a revelation of himself rather than with the explanation Job demanded.

Catholic Touchstone. CCC 309: the question of evil is as pressing as it is unavoidable, and no quick
answer will suffice; only Christian faith as a whole constitutes the answer. Our summary of what that
means for tonight: the Church refuses both despair and cheap explanation.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

Job's architecture matters. A prose prologue (chs. 1-2) establishes the case; long poetic dialogues (3-37)
argue it; the LORD answers from the whirlwind (38-41); a prose epilogue (42) delivers the verdicts. Job
belongs to Wisdom literature, and it works like an inspired argument in which most of the speakers are
partly wrong. That gives you a principle worth stating out loud tonight: everything in the book is inspired,
but not everything said in the book is endorsed. The friends' speeches are the Holy Spirit's accurate record
of bad theology.

The friends begin magnificently. They come, they weep, they tear their robes, and they sit with Job on the
ground seven days and seven nights without a word, for they saw that his suffering was very great (2:13).
Jewish tradition still keeps shiva, seven days of accompanied mourning. Their care collapses the moment
they open their mouths, because they open them to defend a theory: strict retribution. Suffering is
proportional to sin; therefore Job's agony indicts Job. Through the dialogue cycles of chapters 4 to 31 they
say it with increasing cruelty, and they believe they are defending God's honor. (Chapters 32 to 37 belong to
a fourth speaker, Elihu, who is not one of the three, who rebukes both sides, and who is not named in God's
verdict at 42:7-8. Mention him only if someone asks.) Job later asks them the question that exposes the
whole project: Will you speak falsely for God? (13:7).

On the prologue: the scenes in the heavenly court feature ha-satan, Hebrew for the accuser or the
adversary, a title rather than a personal name here. The Church reads Scripture as a whole and knows the
accuser's face from its last book; but be honest about what this text is doing: a stylized narrative frame that
puts the reader in on what Job never learns. Likewise, the Church has not defined the book's relation to
history. A Catholic may read Job as resting on a historical figure, or as a highly shaped wisdom drama, or in
other ways consistent with inspiration and the truth Scripture teaches. Say so plainly if asked; nothing in
tonight's discovery depends on settling it.

God's speeches are the strangest answer in Scripture. He never mentions Job's losses, never mentions the
prologue, and never gives the causal explanation Job demanded. He gives Job a guided tour of a wild
creation instead, and with it a great deal about providence, creation, and the limits of what Job can see. And
yet Job, who demanded a hearing for thirty chapters, is satisfied: I had heard of you by the hearing of the
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ear, but now my eye sees you (42:5). And he says it after being silenced: he has confessed that he uttered
what he did not understand (42:3) and has retracted (42:6). Then the thunderbolt of 42:7: God's own
verdict that the friends have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has. The protester spoke
rightly; the defenders of God spoke wrongly. The Bible's tidy-answer theology is condemned inside the
Bible, by God, with a sacrifice required for the theologians and the wounded man appointed their
intercessor.

Pastoral note: the friends' theology is not ancient. It lives in hospital corridors and funeral homes:
everything happens for a reason; God needed another angel; what do you think God is teaching you? Part of
tonight's fruit is helping the group retire those sentences. Handle with care: some in the room have said
them, and some have had them said to them across a casket. If either wound surfaces, receive it gently; this
session exists to take that weight off, not to add shame. And keep your restraint from last week: Job on the
ash heap points forward to another innocent Sufferer, but his name for next session stays in your pocket
tonight.

OLD TESTAMENT ROOTS AND FULFILLMENT

Within the Old Testament itself, Job and Ecclesiastes stand as canon's own asterisks on Proverbs: Proverbs
describes how the world usually runs under God's wisdom; Job insists the pattern is not a machine and God
is not its prisoner. The New Testament seals Job's side of the argument twice from the mouth of Christ.
Asked about a man born blind, Who sinned, this man or his parents?, Jesus answers: It was not that this
man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest in him (John 9:1-3). He
rejects the blame premise and still speaks of God's purpose. Told of Galileans butchered by Pilate, he asks,
Do you think that they were worse sinners than all the other Galileans? and answers his own question: No,
I tell you; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish (Luke 13:1-5). The guilt inference is refused; the
call to repentance is not. And Job's blind, desperate reach for a go'el, a Redeemer, a living vindicator who
would stand upon the earth and take his case (19:25), is answered beyond anything Job could see. The
Church has prayed those words over her dead for centuries.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

St. Gregory the Great Moralia in Job, dedicatory letter to Leander and corpus (summary)

St. Gregory wrote the Church's most influential commentary on Job while painfully ill, and he tells his
friend Leander that this was providential: his own scourging helped him understand scourged Job
from the inside. Gregory reads Job on two levels at once: as schooling for every sufferer, and as a figure
of Christ, the innocent one who suffers for others. The commentator suffering as he writes is itself part
of the commentary.

St. John Chrysostom the traditional account of his last words (summary)

Chrysostom did not suffer politely: exiled unjustly from his see, he protested, appealed, and named the
injustice. And the ancient tradition of his death on the forced march to a harsher exile preserves his
last words as: Glory to God for all things. The saying is tradition rather than a verified transcript, but
the tradition is very old and the pattern is his: protest and doxology in the same saint, to the end.
Naming the wrong and blessing the Name are not opposites; Job did both in one verse.
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St. Teresa of Avila The Book of Her Life (summary)

Teresa spent roughly twenty years in serious illness and long stretches of dryness in prayer, and she
wrote her own life partly so that others in the same state would not conclude that God had abandoned
them. Her teaching there, in substance: closeness to God does not exempt anyone from suffering; the
trials often increase rather than decrease; and the soul should keep speaking to him plainly through
them, since he is not put off by our frankness but by our leaving. (The famous quip about how the Lord
treats his friends, and why he has so few, is popularly attached to her but has no reliable source in her
writings. Do not present it as hers.)

CATECHISM CONNECTION

+ CCC 164: faith is often lived in darkness; evil, suffering, and injustice seem to contradict the Good News,
and can shake faith. The Catechism says this out loud.

+ CCC 272-274: God's almighty power is revealed most of all in a way no human theory predicts: in
voluntary humiliation, in the Passion. Apparent weakness is where omnipotence chose to show itself.

+ CCC 309-314: why does evil exist? No quick answer suffices; the whole faith is the answer. God permits
evil only because he is powerful and good enough to draw good from it, and only at the end will we see
the ways of providence whole.

THREAD WATCH (LEADER ONLY)

DO NOT REVEAL - TRACK ACROSS SESSIONS

* The innocent Sufferer. Job prefigures Christ, and next session is the Cross. Do not say Man of Sorrows tonight; it is
next week's title. If the group makes the Job-Jesus connection, bless it in one sentence and hold the rest.

+ Job 19:25 (plant as memory verse). I know that my Redeemer lives is planted tonight and harvested twice later in
the study. Memorize it exactly; say nothing about where it returns.

* Sealed sheets. Final collection tonight. Next week they open. Give no hint of next week's content beyond the Take-
Home reading line.

* Tears thread (develop). The friends weep in 2:12 before they sit shiva; tears again precede and outperform words.

SESSION GOALS
1. Understand the friends' retribution theology, and why it is genuinely attractive.
2. Discover God's own verdict in Job 42:7-8, and let it finish what Session 2 started.
3. Grasp the whirlwind speeches as presence rather than explanation, and 42:5 as the hinge of the book.
4. Hear Jesus himself sever the link between suffering and blame (John 9; Luke 13).
5. Retire the friend sentences from our own mouths, and learn the shiva skill of silence.
THE 90 MINUTES
Opening prayer and settling in 5
Win: two opening questions 10
Build: prologue, the friends, the steelman, the whirlwind, the verdict 55
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Send: two questions 10

Live It This Week, memory verse, closing prayer 10

This plan uses the full 90 minutes. If the room runs long, drop in this order: (1) the Dig Deeper box, (2) Win question W2, (3)
Send question S2. Protect the steelman chain inside Build and the silence after Q6; they are the load-bearing half hour of the
whole study.

PART TWO - DISCUSSION GUIDE

Opening Prayer

Father, your servant Job spoke of you what is right, and he spoke it from an ash heap. Give us tonight his
honesty, his endurance, and his refusal of easy answers, ours or anyone else’s.

And where any of us has been talked at instead of sat with, heal that wound tonight. Through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

WIN

W1. What unhelpful things do people say at funerals, whether you have heard them yourself or just heard
of them? Why do you think people reach for those sentences? (Anyone may pass, and no one needs to tell
their own story tonight.)

W2. When something goes wrong in your life, is your reflex to ask why me, what did I do wrong, or what
now? Where do you think that reflex came from?

BUILD
Read Job 1:1-22 aloud.

Q1. Before the catastrophe, the text certifies Job's character twice: from the narrator (v. 1) and from God
himself (v. 8). Then, immediately after the catastrophe, it certifies his response (v. 22). Why must the book
establish all this before it will let the argument start?

ANSWER (share after the discussion)

Because the whole book collapses if Job secretly deserves it. Scripture is constructing a controlled case:

genuinely blameless (vv. 1, 8), genuinely devastated, and then, in his response, genuinely faithful, since
in all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong (v. 22). God's own testimony rules out the loophole

in advance. The book exists to kill one explanation, and it seals the exits on page one.

Q2. Look closely at Job's first response (1:20-21). He tears his robe, shaves his head, falls on the ground: full
mourning ritual. And he worships, in the same breath. What does that combination teach?

ANSWER (share after the discussion)

That grief and worship are not competitors. Job does not skip mourning to prove his faith, and he does
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not skip worship to honor his grief. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the
name of the LORD: full mourning and full blessing, one sentence apart, and the text's verdict follows
immediately: in all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong. Session 1 showed us tears and faith in
Jesus; here they are in Job, at the very bottom.

Read Job 2:7-13 aloud.
Q3. Grade the friends' pastoral care in 2:11-13, and be specific about verse 13. What do they get right?

ANSWER (share after the discussion)

Nearly everything, so far. They come in person, they weep aloud, they tear their robes, and then the
masterstroke: they sit with him on the ground seven days and seven nights, and no one speaks a word,
for they saw that his suffering was very great. Presence, tears, time, silence. Jewish tradition still keeps
shiva, seven accompanied days. The friends are perfect until they start explaining. Silence was their
finest theology, and they will spend the rest of the book ruining it.

Q4. From chapter 4 onward the friends argue one relentless thesis. Hear it in their own words: read Job 4:7-
8 aloud. Before we judge it, answer honestly: what makes this theology attractive? What does it protect?

ANSWER (share after the discussion)

It protects a controllable universe. If suffering tracks sin, then the righteous are safe, religion is a
reliable insurance policy, and my neighbor's tragedy can never happen to me, because he must have
done something. It defends God's justice, but with a smaller god: a vending machine of exact returns.
And it comforts the comfortable at the price of convicting the wounded. Its heirs are everywhere:
karma talk, and prosperity preaching. One caution for the leader: everything happens for a reason is
not automatically this theology. Some people mean by it only that nothing falls outside God's
providence, which is true. It becomes the friends' theology when it slides into: therefore this person
had it coming, or: therefore I can tell you what the reason is.

STEELMAN - BUILD IT, THEN PRESS IT

Build it at full strength, from Scripture. The friends are not straw men; half the Bible seems to agree
with them. Moses: obedience brings blessing, disobedience brings curses (Deut 28). The Psalter's very
first psalm: the righteous prosper like a watered tree, the wicked perish (Ps 1). Proverbs: The LORD
does not let the righteous go hungry (Prov 10:3). Paul: God is not mocked; whatever a man sows, that
he will also reap (Gal 6:7). Even the apostles reason this way in front of a blind man: Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind? (John 9:2). The friends themselves could quote
only the older texts, of course, but the reflex clearly outlives them; a defender of their theology today
can appeal to the whole list. It is attractive because it is almost true. Let the group feel that.

Press it, and let Scripture do the pressing. First press: send the group to Job 42:7-8 and have someone
read it aloud from the Bible. There God tells Eliphaz that his wrath is kindled against him and his two
friends, because you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has; sacrifice is required of
them, and Job must pray for them. The tidy-answer theology is condemned inside the Bible, by God, on
the record. Second press: wisdom speaks in patterns, not guarantees. Proverbs describes how the world
usually runs; Job and Ecclesiastes are the canon's own asterisks on the pattern. Scripture interprets
Scripture, and we take the whole counsel of God or we misread all of it. Third press: send the group to
John 9:1-3 and Luke 13:1-5, where Jesus twice flatly refuses the equation: It was not that this man
sinned; do you think they were worse offenders? I tell you, No. Final honesty, so no one overcorrects:
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consequences are still real, and Galatians 6:7 stays true; sometimes suffering does flow from sin, ours
or another's. What God condemns is inferring someone's guilt from the mere fact or severity of their
suffering. A connection may be named only where there is real independent evidence for it, and even

then no one may presume how guilty the person is before God. Across a hospital bed, the arrow stays in
the quiver.

Read Job 38:1-11 aloud; then the leader briefly sketches the sweep of chapters 38-41: dawn and sea, snow and storm, lion and
raven, ostrich and war horse, Behemoth and Leviathan.

Q5. God finally speaks. List what his answer contains, and then list what it does not contain.

ANSWER (share after the discussion)

It contains a whirlwind tour of a vast, wild, exuberant creation, and question after question put to Job
directly. It contains, in other words, God himself, showing up in person: the one thing Job actually
demanded through all his speeches. It does not contain one word about Job's losses, the prologue, the
accuser, or the reason. God never answers the question Job actually asked. What he gives instead is
himself and an enlarged frame: you are inside a story wilder and vaster than your courtroom,

governed by One who can see all of it. It is not the answer Job asked for. It is, apparently, the answer he
needed.

Q6. Read all of Job 42:1-6, verses 3 and 6 included. Job never receives an answer to his case, and yet he says:
I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees you (42:5). What has changed for him?
And what does that suggest about what we are really asking when we ask why?

Hold a full minute of silence here. Do not rescue the room from it.

ANSWER (share after the discussion)

Not the explanation he asked for. He has seen God; he admits that he spoke of things he did not
understand (v. 3); and he retracts (v. 6). His demand is not answered so much as outgrown, and his
own overreach is corrected in the process. Underneath why is this happening there usually lives a
more primal question: are you here, and are you good? That question cannot be satisfied by an

explanation, only by a presence. Hold that thought very carefully. It is where this entire study is
heading.

Q7. If the group has not already read it in the steelman, read Job 42:7-8 now. God says the friends have not
spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has, and calls him my servant four times in two verses. Job

protested, complained, and demanded a hearing for thirty chapters. Square God's verdict with what we
learned last week.

ANSWER (share after the discussion)

It is Session 2 confirmed from God's own mouth, with one honest qualification. God does not endorse
every sentence Job shouted: the whirlwind rebuked him for words without knowledge (38:2), and Job
has just retracted. What God vindicates is Job over against the friends, and the honest speech of a man
who kept talking to him. Polished defenses of God built on false premises are what kindles God's anger.
So: God receives our bleeding honesty and purifies what is wrong in it, and he will not accept tidy piety
in its place. And catch the quiet grace of 42:8: the wounded man is made intercessor for his comforters.
The one they lectured prays them back into mercy.
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DIG DEEPER (optional)

Read Job 19:23-27. From the ash heap Job cries out for a go'el: a redeemer, a vindicator, the next of kin
who buys you back when you cannot buy yourself. In its own context it is Job's desperate certainty that
somewhere there lives One who will stand up for him, upon the earth, at the last. He could not see
what he was reaching for. The Church can, and she has prayed these words in the face of death for
centuries. Hold the text's own sense and the fulfillment together, loosely and honestly, and memorize
the verse exactly this week.

SEND

S1. Which friend sentence do you most need to retire from your own mouth: everything happens for a
reason; God needed another angel; at least...; what is God teaching you through this? What could silence, or
simple presence, replace it with?

$2. Job never got his explanation, and still said now my eye sees you. How might a deeper certainty of God's
presence change the way you carry a suffering whose explanation you do not have?

LIVE IT THIS WEEK

1. Practice one shiva skill: in one hard conversation this week, say nothing prescriptive. Presence, not
explanation. Seven seconds of silence is a start; the friends managed seven days.

2. Memorize Job 19:25 exactly, and pray it once at night before sleep.

3. Ifyour sealed sheet from Week 1 is still at home, bring it next week.

SCRIPTURE MEMORY VERSE
"For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at last he will stand upon the earth."
Job 19:25

Closing Prayer
The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.

Father, we have heard your verdict: you receive our honesty, you correct what is mistaken in it, and you will
not be defended by explanations that wound. Take from our mouths the sentences that wound, and teach us
to sit on the ground with those who weep. We know that our Redeemer lives. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PART THREE - LEADER REFERENCE CARD

Read aloud in session
* Job1:1-22; Job 2:7-13; Job 4:7-8 (the friends' thesis); Job 38:1-11; Job 42:1-6; Job 42:7-8

Discovery passages (group finds them live)
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+ Job 42:7-8 (steelman, first press)

¢+ John 9:1-3; Luke 13:1-5 (steelman, third press; same ranges used in Old Testament Roots)

Cited in answers and steelman

+ Deuteronomy 28:1-2, 15; Psalm 1:3-6; Proverbs 10:3; Galatians 6:7; John 9:2 (steelman, build)
* Job 38:2; Job 42:3, 6 (Job's own correction, Q6 and Q7 answers)
* Job 13:7 (leader background); Job 19:23-27 (Dig Deeper)

Leader background

* Job 42:5 as the hinge; Job 19:25 (memory verse)
* CCC164,272-274,309-314
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