
S E S S I O N T E N

The Office Continues
2 Timothy 2:1-2; Titus 1:5; Acts 20:17-32

  PART ONE  ·   LEADER PREPARATION GUIDE

SESSION OVERVIEW

Discovery Aim: Participants discover that the apostles themselves built succession into the Church: 
Paul commanding four generations of transmission in a single verse, appointing and instructing others 
to appoint, and warning that oversight must outlast him. Then the earliest post-biblical voices testify: 
Clement of Rome governing beyond Rome while an apostle still lived, and Irenaeus reciting the Roman 
succession list as the ancient test of true teaching.

Catholic Touchstone: Apostolic succession. In order that the mission entrusted to them might continue 
after their death, the apostles left successors their own position of teaching authority (CCC 861-862): the 
Matthias principle of Session Seven, executed everywhere, and at Rome above all.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

Tonight the study crosses the bridge every honest inquirer must cross: from Peter to the popes. The New 
Testament supplies the principle and the pattern; the earliest Fathers supply the eyewitness 
confirmation; and the group should feel both halves land in sequence, Scripture first.

The principle was discovered in Session Seven: apostleship is an episkopē, an office, and offices get filled 
(Acts 1:20). Tonight watches the apostles act on it for the rest of their lives. 2 Timothy 2:2 is Scripture's 
tightest picture of transmission, four generations in nineteen Greek words: "what you have heard from 
me (one) before many witnesses entrust to faithful men (three) who will be able to teach others also 
(four)," with Timothy (two) as the relay. Paul is not writing a memoir; he is engineering transmission. 
Titus 1:5 shows the machinery installed: "appoint elders in every town as I directed you," appointment 
of appointers. Acts 20:28 names what the appointed hold: "the Holy Spirit has made you overseers 
(episkopoi), to care for the church of God," shepherding vocabulary the group will recognize from the 
beach, now distributed to successors while Paul predicts wolves and his own departure in the same 
breath: succession exists because the apostles knew they would die and the flock would not.

Then the corroborating witnesses, and their dates are the argument. Clement of Rome, writing to 
Corinth around AD 96 (while, by strong ancient tradition, the apostle John still lived at Ephesus, far 
closer to Corinth than Rome is), states the succession design in plain prose: the apostles, knowing there 
would be strife over the episcopal office, appointed their first converts as bishops and deacons "and 
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afterwards gave the offices a permanent character; that is, if they should die, other approved men 
should succeed to their ministry." That is 1 Clement 42 and 44, one generation from the apostles, 
describing succession not as development but as the apostles' own arrangement.

And notice what the letter is before what it says: the church of Rome intervening with authority in the 
internal affairs of another apostolic church, demanding in strikingly authoritative terms that the unjust 
deposition be remedied and the instigators submit, and expecting obedience: those who disobey "the 
words spoken by him through us" will involve themselves "in transgression and in no small danger." 
Whether Corinth requested the intervention is unknown; what is remarkable either way is that Rome 
speaks this way, this early, at this distance, and no one anywhere records surprise. A few years later, 
Ignatius of Antioch addresses the Roman church with a deference he shows no other church, the church 
"which presides in love."

Irenaeus of Lyons, around AD 180, makes succession the operational test of orthodoxy against the 
Gnostics: true doctrine is found where the succession from the apostles is public and traceable, and 
rather than list every church, he points to "the greatest and most ancient church, founded and 
organized at Rome by the two most glorious apostles, Peter and Paul," recites her bishops name by name 
from Linus to his own day, and declares that with this church, on account of its preeminent authority, 
every church must agree. Whatever precise force potentior principalitas carries (the Latin translation of 
his lost Greek is famously debated, and honesty requires saying so), Irenaeus's method is undisputed: 
when he wants to show where apostolic teaching lives, he points at Rome's list.

Two honesty notes to give the group unprompted, because inoculation beats ambush. First: historians 
genuinely debate how quickly the one-bishop-per-city structure crystallized in Rome; some evidence 
suggests a college of presbyter-overseers led the earliest Roman church, with the single episcopate 
consolidating over the early second century. Catholics need not fear this: the succession Irenaeus recites 
is the succession of the church's authoritative teaching office, however its internal furniture was 
arranged in the first decades. Second: the exercise of Roman primacy visibly developed, from Clement's 
intervention to Leo to the medieval papacy to today, and development is not embarrassment. St. John 
Henry Newman made the point canonical: living ideas develop; the acorn and the oak are one organism, 
and the test is continuity of type. The seed texts of this study, the keys, the sheep, the strengthening, are 
the acorn; the question is whether the oak grew from it or beside it, and the earliest witnesses answer 
with names.

OLD TESTAMENT ROOTS AND FULFILLMENT

Numbers 27:15-23. Moses, facing death, asks God for a successor "that the congregation of the LORD 
may not be as sheep which have no shepherd," and Joshua is invested by the laying on of hands before 
the priest and people. Succession by commissioning, with hands, in public: the pattern Paul repeats with 
Timothy (2 Timothy 1:6).

Isaiah 22:20-22. The steward's office passing from Shebna to Eliakim, robe and key transferred: the 
study's oldest evidence that this particular office is the hand-me-down kind. Session Three banked it; 
tonight spends it.
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Exodus 29:29-30. Aaron's sacred vestments "shall be his sons' after him," worn by successor after 
successor for anointing and ordination: Israel's priesthood was constituted for transmission from its 
first day. Offices that matter are offices that outlive their holders; that is what the vestments mean.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

V OICES  OF TH E CH URC H

St. Clement of Rome   Letter to the Corinthians, 42 and 44

Writing about AD 96, Clement testifies that the apostles, foreknowing contention over the bishop's 
office, appointed the men named above and afterward provided that when these should fall asleep, 
other approved men should succeed to their ministry. Succession, in the mouth of a man who knew 
the apostles, is not a later theory; it is their own recorded arrangement for the Church's 
continuance.

V OICES  OF TH E CH URC H

St. Irenaeus of Lyons   Against Heresies, Book III, 3

Against teachers claiming secret apostolic traditions, Irenaeus answers with a public list: the 
church founded at Rome by Peter and Paul, whose bishops he names in order down to his own day, 
and with which, on account of its preeminent authority, every church must agree. For Irenaeus the 
succession is the argument: truth is where the handing-on can be shown, name by name, back to 
the apostles.

V OICES  OF TH E CH URC H

St. John Henry Newman   An Essay on the Development of Christian Doctrine

Newman, whose study of the Fathers carried him into the Catholic Church, argued that living ideas 
necessarily develop, and that a doctrine's later fullness can be the same organism as its scriptural 
seed, the oak of the acorn, provided the type is continuous. His famous verdict stands over tonight's 
evidence: to be deep in history is to cease to be a Protestant.

CATECHISM CONNECTION

CCC 861-862 is tonight's thesis in the Church's own words: in order that the mission entrusted to them 
might be continued after their death, the apostles left bishops as successors, handing over their own 
position of teaching authority, and what the Lord granted the apostles endures in that succession.

CCC 77 joins succession to Tradition itself: the apostolic preaching is preserved by a continuous line of 
succession until the end of time, which is why Tradition and succession are one doctrine seen from two 
sides.
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CCC 1590 and 1594 locate the fullness of the sacrament of orders in the bishop, successor of the 
apostles, so that the office watched tonight in Timothy and Titus is the same office your diocese has 
now.

THREAD WATCH

The Office thread resolves tonight. From episkopē in Acts 1:20 through Isaiah's transferred key to 
Clement's "other approved men should succeed," the thread completes. Recite its stations with the group 
at the end; they have earned the panorama.

The Rome question opens and half-closes. Tonight establishes that succession is apostolic, and 
shows that the earliest surviving witnesses (Clement, Ignatius, Irenaeus) already treat Rome's 
succession as carrying distinctive weight. Why Rome, the martyrdom that planted the see, is next 
session's story; if the group asks why that city, smile and say: because of where the following led. Say no 
more.

The Revealed Confession thread holds for the finale. Clement and Irenaeus show the office 
continuing; what protection travels with it is Session Twelve. Two sessions remain; keep the powder 
dry.

SESSION GOALS

1.

Discover the four-generation relay of 2 Timothy 2:2 live and the appointment machinery of Titus 1:5 and 
Acts 20:28.

2.

Hear Clement of Rome on his own terms: the succession design stated one generation out, and the 
letter's authoritative behavior toward Corinth weighed honestly.

3.

Walk Irenaeus's method: succession lists as the public test of orthodoxy, with Rome's list as his chief 
exhibit, debates about his Latin honestly flagged.

4.

Name development without fear, using Newman: acorn and oak, continuity of type, and the honesty 
notes about early Roman church structure given unprompted.

TIME NOTE
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75 to 90 minutes. If time runs short, compress Build 2 (Titus and Acts 20 can merge) and trim the Dig 
Deeper. Protect Build 4, Clement, and Build 6, the steelman; the bridge from Peter to the popes is built in 
those two.

  PART TWO  ·   DISCUSSION GUIDE

Opening Prayer: 

Father, you are the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: the God of handed-on promises. Thank you for every 
link in the chain that carried the faith from an upper room to this one. Make us faithful men and women, 
able to teach others also, and keep your Church's succession holy to the end of the age. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

WIN  ·   OPENING QUESTIONS

1.

What is something in your possession that came down to you through multiple generations, an object, a 
recipe, a trade, a prayer? How many hands can you actually name?

2.

When a beloved founder leaves an organization, what determines whether the thing survives ten years 
later? What has to have been built?

BUILD  ·   INTO THE TEXT

1.

LIVE DISCOVERY.  Read 2 Timothy 2:1-2 aloud, and then do the arithmetic out loud: how many distinct 
generations of teachers appear in verse 2? Walk the relay hand by hand. What is Paul, in prison and 
facing death, actually constructing with this sentence?

ANSWER   ·   s hare  aft er  the  discuss ion

Four generations in one verse: Paul ("what you have heard from me"), Timothy (the you), "faithful 
men" (entrust to), "others also" (who will teach). And the deposit travels with witnesses attached, 
"before many witnesses": public teaching, publicly handed on, nothing esoteric.

Paul is writing his last letter, and he spends it engineering transmission: not a memoir but a relay. 
Notice the verb, entrust, the language of a deposit placed in keeping, the same image as "guard the 
deposit" (2 Timothy 1:14). The apostle's plan for the post-apostolic Church is not "the writings will 
manage"; it is faithful men, able to teach, all the way down: a public relay of the deposit which, joined to 
the appointments of Titus 1:5 and the overseers of Acts 20:28, is the pattern the Church names apostolic 
succession, and has been running for twenty centuries.
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2.

LIVE DISCOVERY.  Now the machinery. Read Titus 1:5, then Acts 20:28-31, Paul's farewell at Miletus. In 
Titus, what is Titus commanded to do, and what does that make him? In Acts 20, what does Paul say the 
Holy Spirit has made the Ephesian elders, what verb are they given, and what does Paul predict is 
coming?

ANSWER   ·   s hare  aft er  the  discuss ion

Titus is left in Crete precisely to "appoint elders in every town as I directed you": an appointer of 
officers, appointed to appoint, succession machinery installed on an island Paul may never revisit. And 
at Miletus, Paul tells the elders "the Holy Spirit has made you overseers," episkopoi, the Acts 1:20 word, 
"to care for the church of God": shepherd vocabulary, the beach commission distributed to successors.

And the timing tells the why: Paul predicts in the same breath that "fierce wolves will come in among 
you" after his departure, men "speaking perverse things." Succession is not institutional vanity; it is 
what love builds when it knows it is going to die and the wolves are not. The apostles installed overseers 
because they foresaw both their absence and the heresies, exactly the situation the second century

delivered.

3.

Callback question, and let the group assemble it: put tonight's texts next to Acts 1:20 ("his office let 
another take"), Isaiah 22 (the key transferred from Shebna to Eliakim), and even Exodus 29:29 (Aaron's 
vestments passing to his sons). What kind of thing, across all of Scripture, is a God-given office?

ANSWER   ·   s hare  aft er  the  discuss ion

The hand-me-down kind. Aaron's vestments were sewn for successors; the steward's key moved from 
shoulder to shoulder; Moses laid hands on Joshua so the flock would not be shepherdless; Judas's

episkopē was filled within weeks; and Paul spent his last letters wiring the relay. Across every office this 
study has examined (priest, steward, shepherd of the congregation, the apostolic episkopē itself), 
Scripture's consistent pattern is transmission: these

offices were built to outlive their first holders.

So the burden of proof quietly flips, and let the group feel it flip: the strange claim would be that the 
office built on the rock, holding the steward's keys, uniquely among all of Scripture's offices, was 
designed to evaporate at its holder's death, on a cross, with the flock still very much alive. Nothing in 
the pattern supports that; everything opposes it. Now we go see what the men one generation out 
actually did.

4.

Meet St. Clement of Rome, writing to Corinth about AD 96: the Voices box has his succession passage, so 
have someone read that callout aloud. Two questions: what does Clement say the apostles themselves 
arranged, and, before the content, what is this letter doing, who is writing to whom, about what, with 
what expectation? One more fact for the scales: by strong ancient tradition, where was the apostle John 
living, and still alive, when this letter was sent?
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ANSWER   ·   s hare  aft er  the  discuss ion

The content: the apostles, foreseeing strife over the bishop's office, appointed their first converts and 
"afterwards gave the offices a permanent character," providing that when these died, "other approved 
men should succeed to their ministry" (1 Clement 44). One generation from the apostles, a man the 
ancients say knew Peter describes succession as the apostles' own design, not a later development.

The behavior: the church of Rome is intervening, unrequested or not we cannot prove, in the internal 
governance of another apostolic church, demanding in strikingly authoritative terms that the unjust 
deposition be remedied and the instigators submit, and warning that disobedience to "the words spoken 
by him through us" brings "no small danger." And it does this while John, by strong tradition, still lived 
at Ephesus, a far shorter journey from Corinth than Rome is. We have no record that Corinth appealed 
to John, near as he was; what survives is Rome writing to them, with authority, and antiquity records no 
one anywhere finding it strange. Within a decade, Ignatius of Antioch addresses Rome as the church 
"which presides in love," a deference he pays no one else. The earliest surviving data records no protest 
and no surprise at Rome speaking this way, an absence that fits a church already accustomed to Rome's 
role far better than a church watching a new authority being invented. Catholics read this early 
behavior as evidence of Roman primacy; others read it as fraternal admonition; but the behavior itself is 
on the record, and remarkably early.

5.

Now Irenaeus, about AD 180, fighting Gnostics who claimed secret apostolic traditions. His weapon is in 
the Voices box; read it aloud. What is his method for locating true doctrine, which church does he 
choose as his chief exhibit and why, and what does he do that no Gnostic could imitate?

ANSWER   ·   s hare  aft er  the  discuss ion

His method is public succession: true teaching is found where the handing-on from the apostles can be 
shown openly, church by church, bishop by bishop. His chief exhibit is "the greatest and most ancient 
church, founded and organized at Rome by the two most glorious apostles, Peter and Paul," with which, 
"on account of its preeminent authority, every church must agree." And then he does the thing no secret 
tradition can counterfeit: he recites the list, Linus, Anacletus, Clement, name by name, twelve bishops 
down to his own day.

One honesty flag, offered before anyone demands it: Irenaeus's Greek for this passage is lost, and 
scholars genuinely debate the precise force of the Latin potentior principalitas, preeminent authority or 
more powerful origin. But no debate touches his method or his exhibit: when the second century's 
greatest theologian wanted to show where apostolic teaching lived, he pointed at Rome and counted. 
The succession list was the ancient Church's proof of orthodoxy, and Rome's was the list he chose.

6.

Full steelman. Your friend, who has done some reading, says: "Here is what your sources skip. Clement 
never calls himself pope, or even names himself; the letter is from the church of Rome, not a monarch, 
and it may be nothing more than one church's fraternal admonition to another, the kind Corinth itself 
might have sent. Ignatius's "presides in love" may describe Rome's eminence in charity, not jurisdiction. 
Irenaeus may point to Rome simply as the most convenient and prestigious sample of public apostolic 
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teaching, not as a tribunal every church must obey. Historians say the earliest Roman church may have 
been led by a council of presbyters, with the single bishop emerging only in the second century. The 
papacy as you know it developed over centuries. You are reading the oak back into the acorn." Give it 
full strength, then answer, and use Newman.

ANSWER   ·   s hare  aft er  the  discuss ion

Grant everything true in it, because it is considerable: Clement writes anonymously in his church's 
name; the one-bishop structure in Rome plausibly crystallized over the early second century, and 
honest Catholic historians say so; and the exercise of primacy visibly developed, from Clement's letter to 
Leo confronting Attila to the medieval papacy to a pope on an airplane. A Catholic who denies 
development has not read the Fathers; the ones who read them deepest, like Newman, converted 
because of them.

Now the answer, in Newman's own frame. Development is what living ideas do; the question is never 
whether the oak differs from the acorn but whether it grew from it, continuity of type. So run the test on 
tonight's data: the seed texts give a singular rock, keys, a universal shepherd, a strengthener of 
brethren; the first-generation evidence shows Rome teaching succession as apostolic design and 
exercising authority beyond her borders while an apostle lived; the second-century evidence shows 
Rome's succession as the standard list and her agreement as the standard test. That is one organism at 
three ages, not a medieval graft. And take the added readings one by one: fraternal admonition sits 
oddly with a letter that warns of "no small danger" for those who disobey (1 Clement 59); "presides in 
love" may name a charity, but it remains a deference Ignatius pays no other church; and Irenaeus's own 
words are that every church must agree with Rome, whatever the precise force of his Latin. And notice 
the alternative your friend must defend: that the office Christ conspicuously founded vanished silently, 
and that a counterfeit Roman authority arose so early, so universally, and so unprotested that our very 
first documents already assume it. The development hypothesis has a seed, a stem, and witnesses. The 
invention hypothesis must explain why our very first surviving documents already show Rome acting, 
and being addressed, this way, with no recorded protest anywhere. To be deep in history, Newman 
concluded, is to cease to be a Protestant; he staked his life on that sentence, and tonight's sources are 
why.

DIG DEEPER  ·   Han ds ,  a l l  the  way back

Paul reminds Timothy "to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my hands" 
(2 Timothy 1:6), the same gesture by which Moses invested Joshua (Numbers 27:23) and the apostles 
commissioned the Seven (Acts 6:6). Succession in the Catholic Church is not a filing system; it is a 
physical chain of hands on heads, ordination by ordination, from your own bishop backward through 
the centuries into that room. When a new bishop is consecrated in your diocese, the hands on his head 
continue a gesture that has never once been interrupted since hands rested on Timothy. The apostles 
are, in that precise sense, still appointing.

7.

Close the loop for the study: we now have the office founded (Sessions 1-6), exercised (7-8), surviving 
failure (9), and transmitted (tonight). Two questions remain, and they set our last two sessions. First: of 
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all cities, why did Peter's succession run through Rome? Second: what exactly travels down the line with 
the office, what is protected, and what is not? Tonight, just name why each question matters.

ANSWER   ·   s hare  aft er  the  discuss ion

The Rome question matters because nothing in Matthew 16 mentions Italy: the keys attach to Peter, so 
the see is wherever Peter's ministry and succession landed, and the answer is a story with a road, a 
prison, and a hill in it, next week's story. If Peter never came to Rome at all, the succession list loses its 
anchor, which is why next session takes the historical question seriously; and since the ancient 
testimony that he ministered and died there is early, unanimous, and unrivaled, every path in this study 
converges on one city. (The succession rests on Peter's Roman ministry and martyrdom, not on the 
archaeology of any particular relics.)

And the protection question matters because everything tonight transmitted would be worthless if the 
deposit could be corrupted in transit: a perfect relay carrying a corruptible package saves no one. What 
Christ's prayer and the Father's revelation actually guarantee in Peter's successors, its exact shape, its 
severe limits, and what it has never meant, is the study's final session, and by then the group will have 
earned the definition the hard way: from the texts up.

SEND  ·   TAKING IT WITH US

1.

You are generation four of 2 Timothy 2:2, someone entrusted the faith to you. Who is your generation 
five, the person you are deliberately entrusting it to? If no name comes, what does that ask of you?

2.

The deposit traveled to you through faithful hands, some of them wounded, all of them mortal. What 
would it mean this month to treat the faith you received as a trust to guard rather than a preference you 
hold?

LIVE IT THIS WEEK

1.

Build your own succession list this week: name, on paper, the actual chain of people who carried the 
faith to you, as far back as you can trace, and thank God for each by name.

2.

Look up your diocese's line of bishops (most diocesan websites list it) and pray for your current bishop 
by name each day this week: he is Acts 20:28 in your zip code.

3.

Keep the daily Our Father for the pope, adding this week: "Lord of the relay, let the deposit pass through 
our generation undiminished."
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Closing Prayer: 

Lord Jesus, you entrusted your Gospel to men who would die, and built a Church that would not. Thank 
you for Timothy and Titus, for Clement and Irenaeus, for every unnamed hand in the chain that reached 
us. Make us worthy links. What we have received, let us hand on, whole. Amen.

Scripture Memory Verse: "And what you have heard from me before many witnesses entrust to faithful 
men who will be able to teach others also."  (2 Timothy 2:2, RSV2CE)

  PART THREE  ·   LEADER REFERENCE CARD

Every passage used in Session Ten, in order of use. All references RSV2CE.

PASSAGE WHERE IT IS  USED

2 Timothy 2:1-2

Live discovery, Build 1: four generations in one verse

Titus 1:5

Live discovery, Build 2: appointed to appoint

Acts 20:17-32

Live discovery, Build 2: overseers, wolves, departure

Acts 1:20; Isaiah 22:20-22; Exodus 29:29-30; Numbers 27:15-23

Build 3: offices are the hand-me-down kind

2 Timothy 1:6, 14

Build 1 and Dig Deeper: the deposit and the hands

1 Clement 42, 44, 59

Build 4: succession stated, authority exercised (Voices box)

Against Heresies III.3

Build 5: the Roman list as the test (Voices box)

Acts 6:6

Dig Deeper: hands on the Seven
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CCC 861-862; 77; 1590; 1594

Catechism Connection

Feed My Sheep · 11


