HERE AM I, SEND ME « SESSION 5

The Key of the House of David

Isaiah 13-27 - Leader Preparation Guide

SESSION OVERVIEW

DISCOVERY AIM

Participants discover that buried in Isaiah's oracles against the nations is an eleven-verse account
of a royal cabinet change: the steward Shebna deposed, Eliakim invested with robe, sash,
fatherhood over Jerusalem, and “the key of the house of David” laid on his shoulder. Then they find,
on their own, the day the Davidic King handed that key to a fisherman. They close on the mountain
of chapter 25, where God swallows death forever and wipes tears from all faces, and hear Paul
quote it over an empty tomb.

CATHOLIC TOUCHSTONE

The papacy. Matthew 16 is not a Catholic proof-text floating in space; it is Jesus reusing the
language of a standing royal office in the kingdom of David, the office of the steward, the one over
the house, an office that survives its occupants precisely because occupants can be replaced. Keep
one distinction clear in your own head, even though the group does not need it spelled out: the
primacy of Peter and his successors is Catholic doctrine; the Isaiah 22 background is the argument
that makes the doctrine intelligible, and it is a reading the Church has long found persuasive, not
itself a defined article of faith. Tonight the group finds the office before they find Peter.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

Chapters 13-23 are the oracles against the nations: Babylon, Assyria, Philistia, Moab, Damascus,
Ethiopia, Egypt, Edom, Arabia, Tyre, and, pointedly, Jerusalem herself (22). Do not attempt them all; the
point of the collection is one truth: the Holy One of Israel is not a tribal deity. Every empire on the map
answers to him, which is why he could call Assyria an axe. Two summits rise from the range: the taunt
over the king of Babylon in chapter 14, source of the Lucifer tradition (see the Dig Deeper), and the
Shebna-Eliakim oracle in chapter 22, tonight's center.

Get the office clear in your own mind. In the Davidic monarchy there was a post called over the house (al
ha-bayit): the royal steward, the king's vizier or prime minister, who governed the palace and controlled
access to the king. It appears across the historical books (1 Kings 4:6; 18:3; 2 Kings 18:18, where Eliakim
holds it during Sennacherib's siege). It is an office: it has insignia (robe and sash), a defined authority
(the key), and, crucially, succession. Isaiah 22 is our best window into it, precisely because we watch one
man vacate it and another be installed, with the office itself untouched by the change. Shebna, the
incumbent, has been carving himself a grand tomb and hoarding glory (22:16-18); God announces his
eviction and names his replacement: Eliakim son of Hilkiah, who will receive the robe, the sash, the
authority, will be “a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem,” and will carry on his shoulder “the key of
the house of David: he shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open” (22:21-22).
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Verse 25 is honest and important: even the sure peg gives way in time. Individual stewards fail and die,
Shebna did, Eliakim eventually did, and the exile itself swept the court away. The occupants are mortal;
the office is the king's to fill again. Hold that thought; it is the answer to tonight's steelman, not a
problem for it.

Chapters 24-27 are often called Isaiah's apocalypse: the whole earth judged, a city of chaos brought
down, and on Mount Zion a scene that out-runs everything before it: a feast of rich food and well-aged
wine “for all peoples”; the shroud of death itself swallowed up forever; every tear wiped from every face
(25:6-9); and even this, at 26:19: “Your dead shall live, their bodies shall rise.” Bodily resurrection, in
Isaiah. The New Testament will quote this material at the two places you would most want it: the empty
tomb argument (1 Corinthians 15:54) and the end of the world (Revelation 21:4).

OLD TESTAMENT ROOTS AND FULFILLMENT

Roots. The steward's office runs through the monarchy narratives (1 Kings 4:6; 2 Kings 18:18); Joseph
over Pharaoh's house (Genesis 41:40-44), invested with the king's ring and authority so that only the
throne outranked him, is its grandest prototype. The banquet on the mountain grows from Exodus 24:9-
11, where the elders ascended, beheld God, and ate and drank.

Fulfillment. Matthew 16:13-19: the Son of David gives Simon a new name and “the keys of the kingdom
of heaven,” with authority to bind and loose that none may overrule, language a scripturally trained ear
would trace to Isaiah 22:22. Revelation 3:7 removes any doubt that the connection is alive in the
apostolic mind: the risen Christ is “the holy one... who has the key of David, who opens and no one shall
shut, who shuts and no one opens.” Christ holds the key as King; Peter carries it as steward. And 25:8
detonates in 1 Corinthians 15:54, “Death is swallowed up in victory,” and in Revelation 21:4, where God
wipes away every tear: John and Paul both reading tonight's chapter at full volume.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

St. Cyprian of Carthage - On the Unity of the Church

Writing in the 250s, St. Cyprian teaches that the Lord built his Church on Peter and gave a primacy
to one man precisely so that the Church's unity would have a visible source: one chair, one origin,
so that the episcopate itself might be shown to be one. For Cyprian, unity is not an abstraction: one
chair, established first in Peter, so that the one Church might be shown from one origin (On the
Unity, 4-5).

St.Jerome - Letter 15, to Pope Damasus

From his desert cell in Syria, St. Jerome writes to the bishop of Rome: I follow no leader but Christ,
but I am joined in communion with the chair of Peter, for on that rock I know the Church is built.
The greatest biblical scholar of the ancient Church, the man who gave us the Vulgate, located
orthodoxy by locating the steward.

St. Athanasius -« On the Incarnation

In On the Incarnation, St. Athanasius declares the fact the Church stakes everything on: by the
Savior's death and rising, death itself has been trampled and destroyed; it no longer holds terror for
those in Christ, who trample it in turn as something already defeated. Athanasius is not
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expounding Isaiah 25 in this passage; the comparison is ours, and it holds: what Isaiah saw from
the mountain as a shroud still to be swallowed, Athanasius announces as accomplished news.

CATECHISM CONNECTION

CCC 553. The power of the keys designates authority to govern the house of God, entrusted to Peter;
Jesus, the Good Shepherd, confirmed this mandate after his Resurrection. The Catechism's
language, govern the house, is Isaiah 22's language.

CCC 881. The Lord made Simon alone the rock of his Church and gave him the keys; the pastoral
office of Peter and the other apostles belongs to the Church's very foundation and is continued by
the bishops under the primacy of the Pope.

CCC 1044. In the new heavens and new earth, God will wipe away every tear; death shall be no
more. The Catechism here breathes Isaiah 25:8 through Revelation 21:4.

THREAD WATCH

THREADS TONIGHT

On his shoulder. In 9:6 the government rests on his shoulder; in 22:22 the key is laid on his
shoulder. Same idiom, same kingdom. Let the group catch the echo: authority in David's house is a
weight carried, not a prize held.

Zion and the mountain. The mountain the nations stream to (2:2-4) now hosts a feast for all
peoples (25:6). The Zion thread is becoming a banquet. Do not name the Eucharist for them tonight;
ask what kind of meal God serves on his mountain and let the room feel it. The thread completes in
Sessions 12-14.

Death swallowed. Planted and part-resolved tonight (25:8 with 1 Corinthians 15:54). Its full
weight returns when a Servant pours out his soul to death in Session 11. Say nothing of that.

The sealed guess stays sealed. Six sessions to go.

SESSION GOALS

1. Frame the oracles against the nations as one claim: the Holy One of Israel governs all history, not
one nation's corner of it.

2. Reconstruct the steward's office from the text: insignia, authority, fatherhood, succession.

3. Discover Matthew 16:13-19 and Revelation 3:7 from Isaiah 22:22, and run the Protestant steelman
at full strength.

4. Answer the steelman: Isaiah narrates one transfer of the office; the typological argument for
succession stands on Matthew 16 and history, not on verse 25 alone.

5. Stand on the mountain of 25:6-9: the feast for all peoples, death swallowed, tears wiped, and hear 1
Corinthians 15 and Revelation 21 quote it.

TIME NOTE (90 MINUTES)
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SUGGESTED CLOCK

Gather and opening prayer, 5 min. Win, 10 min. Build, 55 min. Send, 10 min. Live It, memory verse,
Take-Home, closing prayer, 10 min.

Pre-chosen cuts if running long: cut Question 1's second half (touring the oracles) first; cut the
Lucifer Dig Deeper second. Never cut the Eliakim reconstruction, the Matthew 16 discovery, the
steelman, or the chapter 25 close.
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HERE AM I, SEND ME « SESSION 5

The Key of the House of David

Isaiah 13-27 - Discussion Guide

Opening Prayer
Lord God, Holy One of Israel, every nation on the map answers to you, and every office in your house is
yours to fill.

Tonight, teach us how your kingdom is governed: by keys given, not grasped; by fathers appointed for
the household; by a King who delegates without abdicating.

And bring us at last to your mountain, where you swallow death and wipe every tear. Through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

WIN « OPENING QUESTIONS

1. Think of an office or role that outlasts the people who hold it: a presidency, a team captaincy, a
family role. What is the difference between trusting the office and trusting the officeholder?

2. Have you ever been given a key, literal or figurative, that represented real trust? What did carrying
it feel like?

BUILD « INDUCTIVE STUDY

Lord of All the Nations (Isaiah 13-14)

1. Chapters 13-23 are eleven chapters of oracles against foreign nations: Babylon, Moab, Damascus,
Egypt, Tyre, and more. Before we zoom in, answer the wide question: what does it claim about
Israel's God that he issues verdicts on every empire on the map, including ones Israel could never
influence?

ANSWER (share after the discussion)

It claims he is not a national god. Ancient peoples assumed each land had its own deity with local
jurisdiction; Isaiah's God audits Babylon and Egypt as easily as Judah. This is the seraphim's line
with a map under it: the whole earth is full of his glory, so the whole earth is under his judgment
and inside his plan. Practical edge for us: no regime, market, or superpower in your newsfeed is
outside this jurisdiction either. History has one Auditor.

DIG DEEPER ¢« How the Morning Star Got a Name

Isaiah 14:12-15 taunts the fallen king of Babylon: “How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son
of Dawn!... You said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven... I will make myself like the Most High."”
The Latin Vulgate rendered Day Star as lucifer, light-bearer, the planet Venus. The oracle's primary
target is a human emperor whose pride wrote checks his mortality could not cash. But the Fathers
heard behind the tyrant the outline of an older fall, the pattern of pride itself, and Jesus' words, “I
saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven” (Luke 10:18), sealed the association. That is how a Latin
word for Venus became a proper name for the devil. Both readings instruct: every I will ascend
ends in you are brought down.
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The Steward Deposed and the Steward Installed (Isaiah 22:15-25)
2. Read Isaiah 22:15-19. Who is Shebna, what is his title, and what has he been caught doing?

ANSWER (share after the discussion)

Shebna is “over the house™: the royal steward, the king's vizier, highest office under the crown. It is
a real, standing post in David's kingdom; you can watch it across the histories (1 Kings 4:6; 2 Kings
18:18). And he has been using it for himself: hewing a monumental tomb in the heights, glorying in
chariots, building a legacy instead of serving a house. God's sentence has grim humor: the man
obsessed with his grave will be whirled away like a ball into a wide land and die there. Office is
trust, not property; use a stewardship for self-glory and lose the stewardship.

3. Now read Isaiah 22:20-24 slowly, and inventory the installation of Eliakim. List every element of
the investiture: what is he given, what is he called, and what exactly can he do?

ANSWER (share after the discussion)

The inventory: (1) your robe and your sash, the office's insignia, transferred from the old steward to
the new; (2) your authority committed to his hand; (3) a title of relationship: “he shall be a father to
the inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the house of Judah”; (4) the emblem of the whole office: “I will
place on his shoulder the key of the house of David; he shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall
shut, and none shall open”; (5) stability: a peg fastened in a sure place, a throne of honor to his
father's house.

Underline three things. First, this is an office changing hands: same robe, same key, new man,
which is the definition of succession. Second, the steward's authority is plenary but delegated: he
opens and shuts with the king's key, in the king's name; he is not the king. Third, the title father:
the steward's relationship to the household is paternal. Hold all three; you are about to need them.
And catch the echo from Session 3: in 9:6 the government rests on his shoulder; here the key is laid
on his shoulder. In David's house, authority is a weight carried.

LIVE DISCOVERY

Seven centuries later, the great Son of David stands at Caesarea Philippi and performs an
investiture using this vocabulary: keys, opening and shutting that none can overrule, a new role for
one man by name. Find it in Matthew 16. And for confirmation that the New Testament itself
connects the scenes, someone check Revelation 3:7. Pairs, 4-5 minutes.

ANSWER (share after the discussion)

Matthew 16:13-19. Simon confesses, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God,” and Jesus
responds with an investiture: a new name, Peter, the rock on which “I will build my Church”; and
then, singular you: “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on
earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Keys of
the kingdom; binding no one unbinds; loosing no one reverses. To an audience raised on Isaiah,
this is the steward's office: the Davidic King appointing the one over the house (CCC 553, whose own
phrase is authority to govern the house of God).

Revelation 3:7 closes the loop from the New Testament's side: the risen Jesus introduces himself as
“the holy one, the true one, who has the key of David, who opens and no one shall shut, who shuts
and no one opens.” Christ owns the key; it is his by right as King. Which is exactly why Matthew 16
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matters: the King who holds the key of David is doing with it what Davidic kings do, laying it on a
steward's shoulder. Peter is not a rival to Christ's authority; he is its appointed carrier, a father to
the household (22:21); the title pope, papa, derives from exactly that word, the child's word for
father.

STEELMAN .« BUILD IT AT FULL STRENGTH

Now the Protestant response, and give it real muscle; these are serious arguments made by serious
Christians:

(1) The rock of Matthew 16 is Peter's confession, not his person; some Fathers read it that way. (2)
The Greek distinguishes Petros (a stone) from petra (bedrock); Jesus builds on the bedrock of faith,
not on Simon. (3) Binding and loosing is given to all the apostles two chapters later (Matthew
18:18), so Peter received nothing unique. (4) Even granting the Isaiah 22 background, read verse 25:
the peg gives way! Eliakim's office failed; if Matthew 16 echoes Isaiah 22, it predicts papal failure,
not papal permanence. (5) Nothing in Matthew 16 says one word about successors; even a unique
gift to Peter could die with Peter. (6) And the deepest problem: the steward's office belonged to the
royal court of Judah, and it died with the monarchy. There was no one over the house in Israel for
six centuries before Caesarea Philippi. Even a real allusion to Isaiah 22 gives Peter the dignity of an
office; it does not, by itself, install a line of successors across the exile and into the Church.

Argue it like you mean it. Then press the text with the next question.
4. Answer the case point by point from the texts on the table: the grammar of Matthew 16, the shape

of the office in Isaiah 22, and, above all, what verse 25 and Shebna himself actually prove about
offices and occupants.

ANSWER (share after the discussion)

(1) and (2): Jesus almost certainly spoke Aramaic, where one word, kepha, stands behind both
halves: you are Kepha and on this kepha I will build. Greek petra is feminine and could not serve as
a man's name, hence Petros; the wordplay demands identity, not contrast. And the sentence's own
logic runs through the man: new name, rock, keys, binding, all in the singular, addressed to one
person, in a row. Peter confesses by grace, and the confessing Peter is made rock; person and
confession do not compete (CCC 881).

(3): In Matthew 18 the apostles share binding and loosing; only Peter, ever, receives the keys. That
is not a contradiction; it is a cabinet. Israel's court had many ministers with real authority; one of
them carried the key as the one over the house. Shared power among the apostles with a primacy in
one is exactly the Isaiah 22 pattern, and exactly the Catholic claim.

(4): Here the objection proves our point, and this is the move to slow down for. Yes, the peg gives
way: Shebna fell, Eliakim died, stewards come and go. And what happened to the office when
Shebna fell? The king filled it again. Isaiah 22 is itself a succession narrative; the office's survival
through the failure and death of its occupants is the very thing the chapter documents. An office
that dies with its first holder is not an office; it is an honor. If Jesus reached for Isaiah 22's
vocabulary, he reached for the vocabulary of an office, and an office is something a king fills again.
That is an inference, and a strong one; name it as the argument it is rather than as a definition. (5)
falls with it: no one asks where Matthew 16 mentions successors once they see that steward means
an office with successors; and history shows the Church acting on that understanding from the
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start, as St. Cyprian and St. Jerome witness, locating the Church's unity at Peter's chair.

(6) is the honest core of the case, and it should not be answered by the typology alone. Grant it:
Isaiah 22 narrates one man replacing another in one court, and that court is gone. What Isaiah
supplies is the shape of the office Jesus invokes, not a chain of custody. The chain is argued from
elsewhere: from Jesus' own promise that the Church he builds will not be overcome, which is a
claim about a lasting structure and not about one lifetime; from the apostles' own practice when an
apostolic place fell vacant and they filled it by appointment (Acts 1:15-26); and from the second and
third century Church, which already located unity at Peter's chair, as Cyprian and Jerome show.
Say it plainly to the room: Isaiah tells you what the office is; Matthew 16 and the Church's life tell
you that it continued.

Close pastorally: the papacy is not a claim that popes are impeccable; Shebna is in the Bible
precisely so no one thinks stewardship guarantees sanctity. It is a claim about how the Davidic
kingdom governs: the King appoints a father over the house and hands him the keys, and the King
has not left his house unstaffed.

The Mountain Where Death Dies (Isaiah 25:6-9; 26:19)

5. Read Isaiah 25:6-9 aloud. On this mountain, list what God does, item by item, and note for whom.

ANSWER (share after the discussion)

A feast of rich food and well-aged wine, “for all peoples”: the nations who streamed to this
mountain in 2:2-4 arrive to find a table set. He destroys “the covering that is cast over all peoples,”
the shroud, the burial veil the whole race lives under. He “will swallow up death for ever”: death,
the swallower of every generation, is itself swallowed. He “will wipe away tears from all faces”: not
explain them, wipe them, a parent's gesture. And the response of verse 9: “Behold, this is our God;
we have waited for him.”

Ask the room: what kind of God answers death with a meal? Then let them sit with where they
have seen rich food and wine on a mountain, given for all peoples, in which death is defeated. Do
not rush to label it; the study will climb this mountain again.

LIVE DISCOVERY

Two apostles quote tonight's mountain at the two moments you would most want it said: one over
the resurrection of the body, one at the end of the world. Find either: 1 Corinthians 15, near the end
of the chapter, or Revelation 21, near the beginning. Pairs, 3 minutes.

ANSWER (share after the discussion)

1 Corinthians 15:54: at the resurrection, “when the perishable puts on the imperishable... then shall
come to pass the saying that is written: 'Death is swallowed up in victory.'” Paul cites Isaiah 25:8 as
the headline over the general resurrection. Revelation 21:4: in the new Jerusalem, God “will wipe
away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more.” John closes the Bible with Isaiah's
mountain (CCC 1044). And notice 26:19 already said the astonishing part inside Isaiah itself: “Your
dead shall live, their bodies shall rise.” Bodily resurrection is not a New Testament innovation,; it is
Isaiah's promise kept. St. Athanasius announces the fulfillment as fact: death has been trampled,
and Christians trample it after him.
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SEND « TAKING IT OUT

1. Shebna used a stewardship to build his own monument. Every one of us stewards something: a
role, a talent, influence, money, a family. Where in your life has a trust quietly become a
monument, and what would returning it to service look like this month?

2. Isaiah 25 says God's answer to grief is presence, a table, and a wiped face. Who in your life is under
the shroud right now, grieving, afraid of death, or losing hope? What would it mean to bring them
to the table, literally or otherwise, before you bring them arguments?

LIVE IT THIS WEEK

Pray for the Holy Father by name this week, every day, as the steward carrying the key: not
because officeholders are perfect (Shebna is in the Bible), but because the King staffed his house
and told us to pray for those in authority.

Read Isaiah 25:6-9 once at home, slowly, and bring it with you to Mass: rich food, wine, a
mountain, all peoples, death defeated. See what you notice at the altar.

Write down one stewardship you have been treating as a monument, and one concrete act that
turns it back into service. Do the act.

SCRIPTURE MEMORY VERSE

“And I will place on his shoulder the key of the house of David; he shall open, and none shall
shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open.”
Isaiah 22:22 (RSV2CE)

Closing Prayer
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of David, holder of the key: you open and none can shut; you shut and none can
open.
Thank you for not leaving your house unstaffed. Keep your steward faithful, keep your household one,
and keep us loyal sons and daughters of the house.

And on your mountain, Lord, hurry the day: swallow death forever, and wipe every tear from every face
we love. Amen.

Before next session: read Isaiah 28:14-16 and 29:13-14. One verse of your reading gets quoted by Jesus in an
argument; see if you can guess which.
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Leader Reference Card

Every passage used tonight, in order

Primary Text
Isaiah 13-23 (the oracles against the nations; surveyed, not read)
+ Isaiah 14:12-15 (the Day Star taunt; Dig Deeper)
Isaiah 22:15-19 (Shebna: the steward deposed)
Isaiah 22:20-24 (Eliakim: robe, sash, father, the key on his shoulder)

Isaiah 22:25 (the peg gives way; occupants fail while the text narrates the office transferring,
Shebna to Eliakim)

Isaiah 25:6-9 (the feast; death swallowed; tears wiped)
Isaiah 26:19 (your dead shall live; bodily resurrection)

Live Discovery Targets
Matthew 16:13-19 (the keys of the kingdom; binding and loosing)
+ Revelation 3:7 (Christ holds the key of David)
1 Corinthians 15:54 and Revelation 21:4 (Isaiah 25:8 quoted)

Supporting Passages
1 Kings 4:6; 18:3; 2 Kings 18:18 (the office over the house across the monarchy)
Genesis 41:40-44 (Joseph over Pharaoh's house; the prototype)
Isaiah 9:6 (government on his shoulder; the echo)
+ Matthew 18:18 (binding and loosing shared; the cabinet)
Luke 10:18 (Satan falling like lightning; Dig Deeper)
Exodus 24:9-11 (they beheld God, and ate and drank)

Catechism
CCC 553 (the keys: authority to govern the house of God)
CCC 881 (Peter the rock; the primacy continued under the Pope)
+ CCC 1044 (God wipes away every tear; death shall be no more)

Memory Verse
Isaiah 22:22 (RSV2CE)
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