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The Key of the House of David

Isaiah 13-27

WHAT WE FOUND

Eleven chapters of oracles against the nations make one claim: the Holy One of Israel is not a tribal god.
Babylon, Egypt, Tyre, every empire on the map answers to him. And buried in those oracles we found an
eleven-verse account of a cabinet change in David's kingdom. The steward Shebna, “over the house,” was
caught building his own monument and evicted; Eliakim was installed in his place, receiving the office's
robe and sash, its authority, the title “a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem,” and its emblem: “the key
of the house of David” laid on his shoulder, to open what none can shut and shut what none can open
(22:20-22).

Then we found the day the Son of David reused that vocabulary. At Caesarea Philippi, Jesus gives Simon
a new name, calls him the rock, and hands him, singular, “the keys of the kingdom of heaven,” with
authority to bind and loose that heaven itself stands behind (Matthew 16:19). Revelation 3:7 confirms
the connection from inside the New Testament: the risen Christ “has the key of David.” The King owns
the key; the steward carries it. We tested the strongest Protestant objections, and the sharpest of them,
the peg gives way (22:25), turned out to sharpen the Catholic point rather than blunt it: Isaiah narrates
the office passing from a failed steward to a new one, and the Church reads Matthew 16 as Christ filling
that steward's chair for his own house. Isaiah supplies the typology; Matthew and history carry the
succession. The papacy is not a claim that popes are impeccable; Shebna is in the Bible so no one thinks
that. It is a claim about how David's kingdom is governed: the King appoints a father over the house
(CCC 553, 881).

And we ended on the mountain of chapter 25: a feast of rich food and well-aged wine for all peoples; the
shroud over the nations destroyed; death itself “swallowed up for ever”; every tear wiped from every
face. Paul quotes that verse over the resurrection of the body (1 Corinthians 15:54), and John quotes it at
the end of the world (Revelation 21:4; CCC 1044). Isaiah even says the astonishing part himself: “Your
dead shall live, their bodies shall rise” (26:19). What kind of God answers death with a meal? Sit with
where you have seen rich food and wine, on a mountain, given for all peoples, in which death is
defeated.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

St. Cyprian of Carthage - On the Unity of the Church

The Lord built his Church on Peter and gave a primacy to one man so that the Church's unity would
have a visible source: one chair, one origin, that the episcopate itself might be shown to be one. For
Cyprian, unity has a visible shape: one chair, established first in Peter, that the one Church might
be shown from one origin (On the Unity, 4-5).

St. Jerome - Letter 15, to Pope Damasus
From his desert cell, St. Jerome writes to the bishop of Rome: I follow no leader but Christ, but I am
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joined in communion with the chair of Peter, for on that rock I know the Church is built. The
Church's greatest biblical scholar located orthodoxy by locating the steward.

St. Athanasius - On the Incarnation

By the Savior's death and rising, death itself has been trampled and destroyed; it no longer holds
terror for those in Christ, who trample it in turn as something already defeated. What Isaiah saw as
a swallowed shroud, Athanasius announces as accomplished news.

LIVE IT THIS WEEK

Pray for the Holy Father by name this week, every day, as the steward carrying the key: not
because officeholders are perfect (Shebna is in the Bible), but because the King staffed his house
and told us to pray for those in authority.

+ Read Isaiah 25:6-9 once at home, slowly, and bring it with you to Mass: rich food, wine, a
mountain, all peoples, death defeated. See what you notice at the altar.

Write down one stewardship you have been treating as a monument, and one concrete act that
turns it back into service. Do the act.

SCRIPTURE MEMORY VERSE

“And I will place on his shoulder the key of the house of David; he shall open, and none shall
shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open.”
Isaiah 22:22 (RSV2CE)

Before Next Session

Read Isaiah 28:14-16 and 29:13-14. One verse of your reading gets quoted by Jesus in an argument; see if
you can guess which.

Catechism References From This Session
CCC553 « CCC881 « CCC1044
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