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A Cornerstone in Zion
Isaiah 28-35

WHAT WE FOUND

Judah under threat went shopping for security, smuggling treasure to Egypt, and Isaiah named the 
category mistake: “The Egyptians are men, and not God; and their horses are flesh, and not spirit” (31:3). 
Against the scramble stood one of the great sentences of Scripture: “In returning and rest you shall be 
saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your strength,” followed by four aching words: “And you would 
not” (30:15). Not could not. Would not. Each of us found our own bottleneck in that verse: returning, 
rest, quietness, or trust.

In Zion God laid his answer to every false foundation: “a tested stone, a precious cornerstone,” inscribed 
“He who believes will not be in haste” (28:16). Faith's signature is unhurriedness. And we assembled the 
New Testament's stone catena where Peter stacks tonight's cornerstone with the stumbling stone of 8:14 
and the rejected stone of Psalm 118 (1 Peter 2:4-8): one stone, Christ, with two effects, depending entirely 
on whether you build on him or trip over him. Peter's twist: “like living stones be yourselves built into a 
spiritual house.” We are materials, not spectators (CCC 756). St. Augustine adds the geometry: the 
cornerstone is where two walls meet, and in Christ, Israel and the nations join into one house.

Then we faced Isaiah 29:13, the verse most often quoted at Catholics: lips near, hearts far, worship “a 
commandment of men learned by rote,” which Jesus fires at the Pharisees in an argument about 
tradition (Mark 7). We built the objection at full strength and answered it with the text's own 
distinctions: Jesus condemns human traditions that void God's word, like the corban dodge, while Paul 
commands Christians to hold the apostolic traditions, “by word of mouth or by letter” (2 Thessalonians 
2:15). The Church makes exactly that distinction: Sacred Tradition versus changeable customs (CCC 78, 
83); even the canon of Scripture reaches us through Tradition (CCC 120). And then we let the verse do its 
real work: 29:13 diagnoses hearts far from God while lips still perform: the target is heartless worship 
and human precepts displacing God's word, never fixed prayer as such. A spontaneous prayer can be 
rote in the heart; a memorized one can burn. The question is never did you compose this? but are you in 
this?

We closed in chapter 35, where the desert blooms, weak hands are strengthened, and the checklist runs: 
blind eyes opened, deaf ears unstopped, the lame leaping. When John the Baptist sent his rawest 
question from prison, “Are you he who is to come?”, Jesus answered by reading his morning's work off 
that page (Matthew 11:2-6; CCC 547-549). The desert road home even has a name: the Holy Way (35:8). 
Keep it marked in your margin.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

St. Augustine   •   Epiphany Sermons (Sermon 204)

A cornerstone is laid where two walls meet, and Christ is the corner where two peoples, Israel and 
the nations, are joined into one house at last. The stone does not merely support the building; it 
reconciles it, holding together in himself what history had set at angles.

Here Am I, Send Me  •  Take-Home 6   •   1



St. Teresa of Ávila   •   The Bookmark (traditionally attributed)

Let nothing disturb you, let nothing frighten you; all things are passing, God never changes; 
patience obtains all things; whoever has God lacks nothing. God alone suffices. Judah ran to Egypt 
because it could not sit still with God; Teresa learned the strength Isaiah offered and Judah refused.

St. John Henry Newman   •   Essay on the Development of Christian Doctrine

Examining whether the Catholic Church's tradition was a corruption of the Gospel or its living 
continuity, Newman concluded with a line that has unsettled comfortable arguments ever since: to 
be deep in history is to cease to be a Protestant. The Tradition that carries Scripture to us is not a 
growth over the Word; it is the Word's own bloodstream.

LIVE IT THIS WEEK

• Memorize St. Teresa's bookmark alongside the memory verse; they are the same doctrine. Pray one 
of them in the moment you would normally reach for your Egypt.

• This Sunday, pick one fixed prayer of the Mass, the Gloria, the Sanctus, the Domine non sum 
dignus, and pray it as if you wrote it this morning. One prayer, fully inhabited, is worth more than 
the whole Missal recited from the far country.

• Build one still square into your week: fifteen minutes, no phone, no output, in returning and rest. 
Let quietness and trust do what horses cannot.

SCRIPTURE MEMORY VERSE

“In returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.”
Isaiah 30:15  (RSV2CE)

Before Next Session

Read Isaiah 36-37, a war story with a miracle at the end. It reads fast; read it like the thriller it is.

Catechism References From This Session

CCC 756  •  CCC 78, 83  •  CCC 547-549
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