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In Whom Do You Trust?
Isaiah 36-39  •  Leader Preparation Guide

SESSION OVERVIEW

DISCOVERY AIM

Participants read the hinge of the whole book: four chapters of straight narrative in which 
everything Isaiah has preached for thirty-five chapters is put to the test by the era's dominant war 
machine. They discover that the Assyrian spokesman stands on the exact spot where Isaiah once 
confronted Ahaz, and that Hezekiah, facing the same fear on the same ground, makes the opposite 
choice. They watch a king pray with a letter spread open before God, face the historicity objection 
at full strength with archaeology on the table, sit with Hezekiah at the edge of death, and then 
watch him fumble the ending, which opens the door to Babylon and to everything in chapters 40-
66.

CATHOLIC TOUCHSTONE

Prayer under siege, and the harmony of faith and history. Hezekiah spreading Sennacherib's letter 
before the LORD is one of Scripture's great images of what the Church means by prayer of petition: 
bring the actual thing, the letter itself, into the presence of God. And this session is where faith gets 
to show its receipts: Isaiah 36-37 is among the most externally corroborated events in the Old 
Testament.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

The date is 701 BC. Sennacherib of Assyria has swept through Judah, and 36:1 concedes the catastrophe 
up front: he took “all the fortified cities.” Lachish, Judah's second city, fell so brutally that Sennacherib 
wallpapered his palace at Nineveh with carved reliefs of the siege; they hang in the British Museum 
today. Jerusalem is the last dot on the map. The Rabshakeh, a high Assyrian royal official serving as the 
campaign's spokesman, arrives with a great army and takes up position, and here is the detail to let the 
group find live: “by the conduit of the upper pool on the highway to the Fuller's Field” (36:2), the word-
for-word location where Isaiah met Ahaz in 7:3. Same ground, same terror, one generation apart. Ahaz 
stood there and chose Assyria over God; now Assyria itself stands there demanding the surrender of 
Ahaz's son. Isaiah is a careful writer; the repetition is a thesis.

The Rabshakeh's speech (36:4-20) is a masterpiece of temptation, and worth teaching as one: he speaks 
Hebrew, not Aramaic, over the diplomats' objection, aiming past the officials at the people on the wall 
(36:11-13); he mixes real truths (Egypt is a broken reed, 36:6, exactly what Isaiah said) with strategic lies; 
he twists theology (claiming Hezekiah's removal of the high places offended the LORD, 36:7, when it was 
reform); he even impersonates revelation: “The LORD said to me, Go up against this land” (36:10). His 
refrain is one question, eight times in two chapters in various forms: on what, on whom, do you trust? 
He is, in short, every voice that has ever whispered to a believer under pressure: your God will not come 
through, your leaders deceive you, be reasonable, make peace with me. Note Hezekiah's first instruction 
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to the people: do not answer him (36:21). You do not out-argue the Rabshakeh on the wall; you take his 
letter to the temple.

Hezekiah's response sequence (37) is the session's spiritual core: he tears his clothes, goes to the house 
of the LORD, sends to Isaiah, and when the written ultimatum arrives, he “spread it before the LORD” 
(37:14) and prays a prayer that moves from adoration (enthroned above the cherubim, maker of heaven 
and earth) through honest fact-stating (the kings of Assyria really have destroyed the nations and their 
gods, for those were no gods) to a petition whose motive is God's glory: save us, “that all the kingdoms of 
the earth may know that thou alone art the LORD” (37:20). The deliverance comes at night: the angel of 
the LORD strikes the Assyrian camp, Sennacherib withdraws to Nineveh, and, in the throwaway line 
archaeology loves, is murdered by his own sons while worshiping his god (37:36-38), which Assyrian 
records confirm down to the succession of Esarhaddon.

Chapters 38-39 complete the portrait with two more tests. Facing death, Hezekiah weeps and prays and 
receives fifteen years and a sign (38); facing flattery, he fails: he shows Babylonian envoys every 
treasure in the house (39), and Isaiah's oracle in response, everything will be carried to Babylon, is the 
hinge on which the entire book turns. Chapter 39 ends with Babylon in the doorway; chapter 40 will 
open with God speaking comfort to exiles there. Hezekiah's closing line, relieved that the disaster will 
fall after his lifetime, is left hanging in the air as a warning about how even good men ration their 
concern. One more note for honest teaching: the king who trusted magnificently in chapter 37 fails in 
chapter 39. Scripture does not airbrush its heroes, and the study should not either.

OLD TESTAMENT ROOTS AND FULFILLMENT

Roots. The whole narrative is Exodus 14 re-run at Jerusalem's wall: the enemy at maximum strength, 
the people helpless, and the LORD fighting while Israel has only to be still (Exodus 14:14), the very 
stillness of 30:15. The angel striking the camp by night echoes Passover night; Isaiah had already used 
the Passover verb pasoach in 31:5 of the LORD sparing Jerusalem. Hezekiah's prayer stands in the line of 
Solomon's temple dedication (1 Kings 8), which promised exactly this: when enemies besiege, pray 
toward this house, and heaven will hear. And the remnant oracle of 37:31, the survivors of Judah shall 
“again take root downward, and bear fruit upward,” speaks stump language: Session 4's theology in a 
war dispatch.

Fulfillment. Sirach 48:17-25, in your Catholic Bible, canonizes the memory: Hezekiah fortified his city 
and brought water into it (the tunnel your group will meet in the Dig Deeper), the people called upon 
the Lord, and he saved them by the hand of Isaiah; and then Sirach says something more, which your 
group will discover live: Isaiah comforted those who mourned in Zion and revealed what was to come. 
That is Israel's own summary of chapters 40 and following, and it hands us next session's first word. In 
the Gospels, Jesus takes up the Rabshakeh's great question from the other side: “Let not your hearts be 
troubled; believe in God, believe also in me” (John 14:1), and answers Hezekiah's deathbed lesson 
permanently: “I am the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25).

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

St. Alphonsus Liguori   •   The Great Means of Prayer

St. Alphonsus stakes everything on the lesson Hezekiah acts out: prayer is the great and necessary 
means of salvation, and, as he famously compresses it, the one who prays is certainly saved, while 
the one who does not pray is certainly lost. Hezekiah with the letter spread open is the doctrine in a 
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single picture: the crisis brought bodily into the presence of God, because that is where crises are 
decided.

St. Francis de Sales   •   Introduction to the Devout Life

St. Francis de Sales warns that anxiety is the greatest evil that can befall a soul, sin only excepted, 
because anxiety is the Rabshakeh's native climate: it shouts over the wall until the heart 
surrenders what the enemy could never take by force. His counsel is Hezekiah's practice: in every 
trouble, gently place the matter before God and remain at peace, refusing to negotiate with the 
voice of fear.

St. Benedict   •   The Rule, Chapter 4

Among his tools of good works, St. Benedict lists one that chapter 38 hands to Hezekiah without 
anesthesia: keep death daily before your eyes. Not morbidly, but truthfully: the man who has heard 
set your house in order and then received his years back counts them differently. Benedict would 
have every Christian live all their years the way Hezekiah lived his fifteen: as a gift with a number 
on it, spent deliberately.

CATECHISM CONNECTION

• CCC 2743. It is always possible to pray: prayer is a vital necessity, and nothing is equal to it. 
Hezekiah under total siege, with zero military options, retains the one act the empire cannot 
blockade.

• CCC 303-304. Divine providence is concrete and immediate; God cares for all, from the least things 
to the great events of world history, and the witness of Scripture is unanimous. Assyria at the 
height of its power is inside that care, as the axe of Session 4 already taught.

• CCC 1007. Remembering our mortality helps us realize that we have only a limited time in which 
to bring our lives to fulfillment. Chapter 38 is this article with a king's face on it.

THREAD WATCH

THREADS TONIGHT

Trust: the thread pays off. 7:9 (if you will not believe, you shall not be established) was Ahaz's 
fork; 30:15 (in quietness and in trust) was the nation's; tonight Hezekiah, standing on Ahaz's exact 
ground, finally takes the road not taken. Let the group find the location match themselves; it is the 
night's first discovery.

The remnant / root. 37:31: the remnant takes root downward and bears fruit upward. Stump 
theology in a war report. Note it aloud, one sentence, move on.

Babylon: planted. Chapter 39 opens the door the rest of the book walks through. End the night 
with the group feeling the cliffhanger: the next word of this book, after Babylon enters, is Comfort. 
Do not explain further.

The sealed guess stays sealed. Four sessions until it opens.
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SESSION GOALS

1. Discover the location echo: 36:2 equals 7:3, and articulate the Ahaz-Hezekiah contrast it engineers.

2. Anatomize the Rabshakeh's speech as the permanent grammar of temptation, and Hezekiah's non-
answer as the first move of resistance.

3. Pray through Hezekiah's letter-prayer as the model of petition: adoration, honesty, God's glory as 
motive.

4. Run the historicity steelman at full strength and answer it with the Taylor Prism, the Lachish 
reliefs, the biblical account's own candor, and the Assyrian record of Sennacherib's death.

5. Sit with chapter 38's mortality and chapter 39's failure, and set the Babylon hinge for Session 8.

6. Discover Sirach 48: the deuterocanon's own summary of Isaiah's legacy, and the bridge to Comfort.

TIME NOTE (90 MINUTES)

SUGGESTED CLOCK

Gather and opening prayer, 5 min. Win, 10 min. Build, 55 min. Send, 10 min. Live It, memory verse, 
Take-Home, closing prayer, 10 min.

Pre-chosen cuts if running long: cut Question 8 (chapter 38, the illness) first, hard as that is; 
compress Question 2 (the speech anatomy) second. Never cut the location discovery, the letter-
prayer, the steelman, or the Sirach discovery.
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In Whom Do You Trust?
Isaiah 36-39  •  Discussion Guide

Opening Prayer

O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, enthroned above the cherubim: you are the God, you alone, of all the 
kingdoms of the earth; you made heaven and earth.
Tonight a voice will shout over the wall of your Scripture, the same voice that shouts over the walls of 
our lives: whom do you trust? Give us Hezekiah's answer, made with our knees.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

WIN  •  OPENING QUESTIONS

1. When bad news arrives, an email, a diagnosis, a bill, what do you physically do first? Where does it 
go: your pocket, your browser tabs, a group chat, your prayer?

2. Whose voice, in your life, is best at making fear sound like common sense?

BUILD  •  INDUCTIVE STUDY

The Same Spot (Isaiah 36:1-3)

1. Read Isaiah 36:1-3. Verse 1 concedes something enormous in one clause; what? And verse 2 gives 
the Assyrian commander's exact position with strange precision. Read the location phrase aloud.

ANSWER (share after the discussion)

Verse 1: Sennacherib took “all the fortified cities of Judah.” The story opens with the war already 
lost everywhere but here; Scripture does not soften the scoreboard. Verse 2: the Rabshakeh stands 
“by the conduit of the upper pool on the highway to the Fuller's Field.” An oddly specific address for 
a war narrative, unless the author wants you to remember having been there before.

LIVE DISCOVERY

You have stood at that address earlier in this study. Somewhere in the chapters we have read, that 
exact location phrase appears, word for word, in another confrontation about trust. Hunt it down; 
it is in the Book of Emmanuel, chapters 7-9. Pairs, 3-4 minutes.

ANSWER (share after the discussion)

Isaiah 7:3: the LORD sends Isaiah to meet King Ahaz “at the end of the conduit of the upper pool on 
the highway to the Fuller's Field.” The same square yard of Jerusalem. One generation ago, on that 
spot, a shaking king was offered God's protection and chose Assyria instead, with fake piety on his 
lips. Tonight, on that spot, Assyria itself stands demanding the surrender of that king's son.

Isaiah has engineered a rhyme in geography: the place of Ahaz's refusal becomes the place of 
Hezekiah's test. Two kings of David's house, same ground, same terror, same question, and the 
study's oldest warning hanging over both: if you will not believe, surely you shall not be established 
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(7:9). Sin's consequences often return to the scene; so does grace's second chance. Watch what the 
son does that the father would not.

Anatomy of a Temptation (Isaiah 36:4-21)

2. Read Isaiah 36:4-10 and 36:13-20. List the Rabshakeh's techniques: what does he get right, what 
does he twist, and what does he dare to claim in verse 10? And what one question does he keep 
repeating?

ANSWER (share after the discussion)

His toolkit, worth writing on a board: (1) True premises: Egypt really is a broken reed (36:6), Isaiah 
said the same thing, temptation loves borrowed truth. (2) Theological twisting: he claims 
Hezekiah's reforms, tearing down the high places, offended the LORD (36:7), spinning obedience as 
the offense. (3) Bypassing authority: he refuses Aramaic and shouts in Hebrew at the people on the 
wall (36:11-13), going over the leaders' heads to spread fear directly. (4) Attractive surrender: make 
your peace with me, and every man will eat of his own vine, until I take you away to a land like 
your own (36:16-17), captivity marketed as vacation. (5) Statistical despair: no god of any nation 
has ever stopped Assyria, why would yours? (36:18-20). (6) And most brazenly, impersonated 
revelation: “The LORD said to me, Go up against this land, and destroy it” (36:10).

The repeated question, eight times across these chapters in one form or another: in whom do you 
trust? It is the study's question, the book's question, and the enemy's favorite question, because 
whoever sets the terms of that question usually wins it. And note the people's ordered response, 
36:21: they were silent and answered him not a word. First rule of the wall: you do not debate the 
Rabshakeh. St. Francis de Sales names the weapon he is really using: anxiety, the greatest evil 
except sin, which conquers hearts no army could take.

The Letter on the Floor (Isaiah 37:14-20, 36-38)

3. Read Isaiah 37:14-20 aloud, all of it; it is one of the great prayers of the Bible. First, what does 
Hezekiah physically do with the ultimatum? Then walk the prayer's structure: how does it open, 
what does it honestly concede, and what is the actual motive of the petition in verse 20?

ANSWER (share after the discussion)

He takes the letter to the house of the LORD “and spread it before the LORD”: the threat itself, 
unfolded on the temple floor, physically placed in God's presence. Not summarized in prayer, 
brought. That gesture is a whole spirituality of petition: God, here is the actual thing. St. Alphonsus 
built his doctrine on this instinct: prayer is the great means, and the one who prays is saved; the 
one who does not is lost, because prayer is where sieges are decided (CCC 2743: it is always possible 
to pray, the one act no empire can blockade).

The structure: it opens in adoration, “enthroned above the cherubim... you have made heaven and 
earth,” establishing who is actually on the throne before mentioning who is at the gate. It concedes 
the facts without flinching: the kings of Assyria truly have laid waste the nations and burned their 
gods, “for they were no gods, but the work of men's hands”: honest prayer does not shrink the 
problem; it re-describes it accurately, and accurately described, Assyria's undefeated record turns 
out to be a record against idols. And the motive of the ask, verse 20: “that all the kingdoms of the 
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earth may know that thou alone art the LORD.” He asks for rescue for God's glory, not merely his 
own skin. Petition graduates into worship when the reason becomes that they may know you.

The answer comes that night (37:36-38): the angel of the LORD strikes the Assyrian camp, 
Sennacherib breaks camp for Nineveh and never returns, and is cut down by his own sons in the 
temple of his own god, the god who could not protect him being the story's final irony. Passover at 
Jerusalem's wall. Isaiah had already reached for the Passover verb in 31:5, where the LORD protects 
Jerusalem and spares it; here the city is passed over and the camp is struck, and the echo is hard to 
miss.

STEELMAN  •   BUILD IT AT FULL STRENGTH

Now the modern objection, and it deserves its full weight, because it comes armed with facts:

This is pious legend, and the Bible's own text betrays it. The parallel account in 2 Kings 18:14-
16 admits what Isaiah 36-39 omits: Hezekiah surrendered, apologized (“I have done wrong; 
withdraw from me”), and paid a crushing tribute, stripping the temple doors of gold to do it. 
Sennacherib's own royal annals, the Taylor Prism, sitting in the British Museum, agree: he boasts 
that he shut Hezekiah up “like a bird in a cage” and lists the enormous tribute. So the sober history 
is: Judah capitulated and paid; Sennacherib, satisfied or needed elsewhere, went home; and later 
tradition inflated the anticlimax into an angel massacring 185,000 soldiers overnight. The miracle 
is the legend; the invoice is the history.

Present it with confidence; it is a real scholarly position. Then press the whole body of evidence 
with the next question.

4. Answer it from the full evidence, and be as honest as the objection demands: (a) what does the 
Bible itself do with the tribute, and what does that candor tell you; (b) what is the one thing the 
Taylor Prism conspicuously never claims, and what do Assyrian kings normally do with victories; 
(c) what happened to Sennacherib in the end, in both sources; (d) what, exactly, does faith add to 
the record rather than against it?

ANSWER (share after the discussion)

(a) The tribute is in the Bible: 2 Kings 18:14-16 reports Hezekiah's payment in humiliating detail, 
gold stripped from the temple doors included. Scripture kept the embarrassing invoice in the 
canon. That is not the behavior of legend-builders; whitewash deletes the surrender, it does not 
archive it. The sequence is coherent: Hezekiah first tried appeasement, it failed to stop the siege 
demand, and the crisis of chapters 36-37 followed. Candor about failure is one of the strongest 
internal marks of honest reportage.

(b) The Prism boasts sieges, tribute, and Hezekiah caged “like a bird”, and then never says the one 
thing every Assyrian victory text exists to say: I took the city. Assyrian royal annals are professional 
brag sheets; they record conquests in loving detail (Sennacherib carved the fall of Lachish across 
his palace walls, the reliefs survive). For Jerusalem, the capital of the rebellion, the annals offer a 
cage metaphor and a change of subject. In that genre, silence about capturing the one city that 
mattered is conspicuous in a genre built for boasting, and it coheres exactly with the biblical claim: 
he besieged it and went home without it, which is precisely the biblical claim stated from the 
loser's podium.

(c) Both sources end Sennacherib the same way: Isaiah 37:38 says his sons struck him down as he 
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worshiped in the house of his god, and Esarhaddon reigned in his stead; Babylonian and Assyrian 
records confirm his violent death at a son's hand and Esarhaddon's succession. The biblical 
narrative's checkable claims check out, down to the obituary.

(d) So what does faith receive here? The core events stand framed by converging records, and 
Scripture states plainly what no archive could: “the angel of the LORD went forth” (37:36). Faith 
receives the event as Scripture tells it, and its meaning: that the deliverance was God's answer to a 
spread-open letter, that history's Auditor kept his word about the axe. The precise mechanism of 
the camp's destruction in one night, angelic stroke, plague, panic, God is not squeamish about 
instruments, Scripture leaves to God; a distant and disputed Egyptian tale in Herodotus, set on 
another front, is sometimes brought into the discussion, but the case does not need it and should 
not lean on it. Providence is concrete and immediate (CCC 303-304); it usually wears secondary 
causes as clothing. The believer's claim was never no tribute was paid; it is the city the whole 
earth's empire could not take was the one with the letter on the temple floor.

DIG DEEPER  •  Hezekiah's Tunnel

You can walk through Hezekiah's siege preparations today. Anticipating Sennacherib, Hezekiah cut 
a 1,750-foot water tunnel through solid rock under Jerusalem, bringing the Gihon spring inside the 
walls (2 Chronicles 32:30; Sirach 48:17 praises it). In 1880, boys wading the tunnel found an ancient 
Hebrew inscription, carved by the work crews themselves, describing the moment the two digging 
teams, tunneling from opposite ends, heard each other's picks and broke through. The Siloam 
Inscription is one of the oldest monumental Hebrew texts ever found. The king who trusted God 
also dug like the siege was coming: grace does not cancel engineering. Trust God, and cut the 
tunnel.

Fifteen Years and One Fumble (Isaiah 38-39)

5. (Optional, first cut for time.) Read Isaiah 38:1-6 and skim Hezekiah's psalm (38:10-20). “Set your 
house in order; for you shall die.” What does Hezekiah do with the sentence, and what does he do 
with the reprieve, verse 19?

ANSWER (share after the discussion)

He turns his face to the wall and weeps and prays, no stoicism, no bargaining posture, just honest 
tears before God, and receives fifteen years and a sign. His psalm afterward is a man who has stood 
at the door: “I said, In the noontide of my days I must depart.” And verse 19 states what the reprieve 
is for: “The living, the living, he thanks thee... the father makes known to the children thy 
faithfulness.” Extra time is for gratitude and transmission. St. Benedict's tool belongs to everyone, 
not only the diagnosed: keep death daily before your eyes (CCC 1007), not to darken your years but 
to number them, and numbered years get spent instead of leaked.

6. Read Isaiah 39. Babylonian envoys arrive with letters and a gift, flattery after the famous 
deliverance, and Hezekiah shows them what? Then read Isaiah's oracle and Hezekiah's final 
sentence in verse 8. What just happened to the hero of chapter 37?

ANSWER (share after the discussion)

He shows them everything: silver, gold, spices, oil, armory, storehouses, “there was nothing... that 
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Hezekiah did not show them” (39:2). The king who spread a letter before the LORD now spreads his 
treasures before Babylon. The siege he survived by prayer; the compliment he fails flat-footed. 
Isaiah's oracle: days are coming when all of it, and sons of his own line, will be carried to Babylon. 
And Hezekiah's response, one of Scripture's quietly devastating lines: “The word of the LORD which 
you have spoken is good... There will be peace and security in my days” (39:8). It can sound, on the 
common and disquieting reading, like relief that the bill falls to the grandchildren.

Two lessons, both delivered without commentary by the text. First: victories do not inoculate; the 
tempter who fails at the wall returns through the front door with a gift basket, and pride after 
deliverance is the oldest relapse. Second: Scripture refuses to airbrush its saints. The same 
Hezekiah is magnificent in 37 and small in 39, which means the narrative's hero was never 
Hezekiah; it was the God he did or did not trust. And now feel the hinge: chapter 39 ends with 
Babylon inside the palace, measuring the drapes. The next word in the book of Isaiah, the very next 
word after this cliffhanger, is Comfort. That is where we go next.

LIVE DISCOVERY

Israel itself wrote a review of these chapters, centuries later, and it is in your Catholic Bible, in a 
book many Protestant editions omit or set outside the canon. Sirach, chapter 48, near the end: find 
what Sirach remembers about Hezekiah and Isaiah, and read verses 24-25 very carefully. Pairs, 3-4 
minutes.

ANSWER (share after the discussion)

Sirach 48:17-25. Sirach praises Hezekiah who “fortified his city, and brought water into the midst of 
it”, the tunnel!, recalls the Assyrian terror and the people's prayer, and says the Lord saved them 
“by the hand of Isaiah.” Then verses 24-25: by a spirit of might Isaiah “saw the last things, and 
comforted those who mourned in Zion. He revealed what was to occur to the end of time.”

Two treasures here. First, this passage exists only in the deuterocanonical books: a place where the 
Catholic Bible carries Israel's own memory that Protestant Bibles have set aside, worth noticing 
without gloating. Second, look at Sirach's verbs: Isaiah comforted the mourners of Zion and 
revealed what was to come, which is Israel's own one-line summary of the chapters we begin next 
session, the Book of Consolation, whose first word is “Comfort.” Centuries before modern debates 
about the book's shape, Sirach read Isaiah whole: the prophet of 701 BC and the comforter of the 
exiles, one legacy. Consider the cliffhanger officially set.

SEND  •  TAKING IT OUT

1. What is the letter currently sitting in your life, the threat, bill, diagnosis, conflict, or deadline you 
have been managing everywhere except in God's presence? Will you physically bring it, the paper, 
the printout, the phone with the email open, before the Lord this week, in a church, and pray 
Hezekiah's structure over it: who God is, what is honestly true, and that they may know you?

2. Hezekiah survived the siege and fell to the gift basket. Where does flattery, success, or being 
admired most reliably loosen your grip on God? What is one guardrail you could set before the next 
compliment arrives?

LIVE IT THIS WEEK
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• Do the letter prayer, literally: take your hardest current thing, in physical form if possible, before 
the Blessed Sacrament or into a quiet church, spread it out, and pray 37:16-20 over it with your 
details in it.

• Practice the wall rule once: when the anxious voice starts its speech this week, do not answer it a 
word. No rehearsing arguments at 2 a.m. Take it to the temple instead.

• Borrow St. Benedict's tool for seven days: each morning, one sentence: Lord, my days are 
numbered; teach me to spend today. Watch what it does to your priorities.

SCRIPTURE MEMORY VERSE

“So now, O LORD our God, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may 
know that thou alone art the LORD.”

Isaiah 37:20  (RSV2CE)

Closing Prayer

O LORD of hosts, enthroned above the cherubim: the voices over our walls are loud, and their question 
never changes: in whom do you trust?
Here is our answer, made in the temple, on our knees, with our letters spread open before you: in you, O  
LORD, in you alone.
Save us from every hand that threatens us, and do it in such a way that everyone watching our lives 
may know that you alone are God. Amen.

Before next session: read Isaiah 40:1-11 slowly, twice, and if you know Handel's Messiah, allow yourself the  
soundtrack. Chapter 40 is where the whole book takes flight.
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Leader Reference Card
Every passage used tonight, in order

Primary Text

• Isaiah 36:1-3 (all fortified cities taken; the Rabshakeh's position)

• Isaiah 36:4-21 (the speech: techniques of the tempter; the ordered silence)

• Isaiah 37:14-20 (the letter spread before the LORD; the model prayer)

• Isaiah 37:31 (the remnant: root downward, fruit upward)

• Isaiah 37:36-38 (the deliverance by night; Sennacherib's end)

• Isaiah 38:1-6, 10-20 (set your house in order; the psalm of the reprieved; optional)

• Isaiah 39 (the envoys; everything shown; the Babylon oracle; peace in my days)

Live Discovery Targets

• Isaiah 7:3 (the identical location phrase; the Ahaz echo)

• Sirach 48:17-25 (Israel's memory: the tunnel, the rescue, and Isaiah who comforted Zion)

Supporting Passages

• 2 Kings 18:14-16 (the tribute; the Bible's own candor; steelman core)

• 2 Chronicles 32:30 (the tunnel; with the Siloam Inscription, Dig Deeper)

• Exodus 14:14 (the LORD will fight; be still); Isaiah 30:15; 31:5 (the Passover verb)

• 1 Kings 8:33-45 (Solomon: pray toward this house under siege)

• John 14:1; 11:25 (Jesus answers the wall's question and the deathbed's)

Extra-Biblical Corroboration (for the steelman)

• The Taylor Prism (Sennacherib's annals: tribute, the caged bird, and no claim of capture)

• The Lachish reliefs (Nineveh palace; the fall of Judah's second city)

• Assyrian records of Sennacherib's assassination and Esarhaddon's succession

• Herodotus, Histories 2.141 (a distant, disputed Egyptian tradition; not corroboration)

Catechism

• CCC 2743 (it is always possible to pray; prayer a vital necessity)

• CCC 303-304 (providence concrete and immediate)

• CCC 1007 (mortality and the limited time given us)

Memory Verse

• Isaiah 37:20 (RSV2CE)
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