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A Light to the Nations

Isaiah 46-50

WHAT WE FOUND

Isaiah's oracle sets two religions side by side: Bel and Nebo hauled on carts, gods their worshipers must
carry, versus the God who says, “I have made, and I will bear; I will carry and will save,” from the womb
to gray hairs (46:3-4). You can usually identify your idols by your exhaustion. The LORD's cargo policy
runs the other direction: you were never the porter; you are the carried.

Then the Servant spoke for himself: called from the womb, named before birth, a polished arrow hidden
in God's quiver, and named, explicitly, “Israel” (49:1-3). We heard him confess what no one expects in a
Messiah's mouth, “I have labored in vain,” and watched him deposit the discouragement with God
(49:4). Then the verse that breaks the identity question open: his mission is to bring Jacob back, to raise
up the tribes of Jacob (49:5), and a rescuer is not simply the rescued. Scripture keeps showing us one
man standing in for the whole people, David fighting as Israel against Goliath, and on the Church's
reading that pattern holds it together here: the Servant is Israel-in-person, one true Israelite performing
the nation's whole vocation for the nation and then flinging it wide: “It is too light a thing... I will give
you as a light to the nations” (49:6). Simeon sang that verse over a forty-day-old baby (Luke 2:32; CCC
529), and Paul and Barnabas quoted it as their own marching orders: “the Lord has commanded us”
(Acts 13:47). The light is Christ, and in Christ the light is us.

God answered Zion's “the LORD has forgotten me” with the deepest image he has: “Can a woman forget
her sucking child?.. Even these may forget, yet I will not forget you. Behold, I have graven you on the
palms of my hands” (49:15-16). Womb-love, from the Hebrew womb-root, and a name engraved where
the owner cannot avoid seeing it (CCC 239). Christian eyes have long read graven on the palms in the
light of the nails; the question was always how far this love would go to keep from forgetting you, and
the answer had hands.

And the Servant's road darkened on schedule. The third Song gave us his rule of life, ear wakened
morning by morning, tongue trained to sustain the weary, and then its cost, in grammar that is itself
theology: “I gave my back to the smiters... I hid not my face from shame and spitting” (50:6). I gave. The
violence is real and voluntary, endured with a face “set like a flint” because vindication is certain (50:7-
8). Presented in glory (42), commissioned and discouraged (49), beaten by consent (50): the arc is
bending somewhere, and next session we follow it all the way down.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

St. Bede the Venerable < Commentary on Luke

Simeon holds one small child and names him with Isaiah's widest words: light for the revelation of
the Gentiles and the glory of Israel. What the prophet promised to the ends of the earth, faith
recognized in forty days of flesh; and the Church sings Simeon's discovery every night at Compline,
so that no day ends without the nations' light being named.

Here Am I, Send Me - Take-Home10 - 1



St. Catherine of Siena - The Dialogue

God names himself mad with love for creatures who forget him daily, pursuing the forgetful with a
mother's unreasoning fidelity. Our amnesia does not amend his memory; we are held in a love that
has our names where it cannot lose them.

St. Ignatius of Antioch - Letter to the Romans

Marched under guard to execution, Ignatius begged the Roman church not to rescue him: let me be
ground as wheat, that I may be found pure bread of Christ. His face was set, to our eyes, like the
Servant's flint: not stoic hardness, but certainty of vindication. Shame endured with God as your
justifier is not shame at all.

LIVE IT THIS WEEK

+ Pray with Isaiah 49:15-16 once this week, hands open, palms up, and let God say the verse to you
before you say anything to him.

Adopt the Servant's schedule for seven mornings: ear first. Five minutes of listening prayer before
your phone, that you may have a word to sustain the weary you will meet by noon.

Find your sealed guess from Take-Home 1 and put it with your keys or your Bible tonight,
unopened. Do not rewrite it; the whole point is what you thought then.

SCRIPTURE MEMORY VERSE

“Even these may forget, yet I will not forget you. Behold, I have graven you on the palms of
my hands.”
Isaiah 49:15-16 (RSV2CE)

BRING YOUR SEALED GUESS

Next session we open the My Guess boxes from Take-Home 1, together, before we read a single
verse. Find yours this week and bring it. If you have lost it, write from memory what you guessed
back then, and mark it from memory. Do not update your answer; honest guesses are the whole
game.

Before Next Session

Read Isaiah 52:13 through 53:12, once, alone, slowly. Come ready.

Catechism References From This Session
CCC 239 - CCC529 - CCCo64
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