HOLD FAST - Salvation from First Grace to Final Glory - Session 13

Session 13: Nothing Unclean Shall Enter

PART 1 - LEADER PREPARATION GUIDE

Session Overview

Discovery Aim. The group discovers the biblical logic that makes purgatory necessary before they ever hear its
name: heaven admits nothing unclean (Rev 21:27), holiness is required to see the Lord (Heb 12:14), most of the
faithful die neither perfect nor having rejected God, and Scripture shows a Day when a saved man’s work is tested by
fire and he "will be saved, but only as through fire" (1 Cor 3:15), a fire the Church has long read, and the Catechism
cites (CCC 1031), as purification: not hell, not yet glory.

Catholic Touchstone. "All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of
their eternal salvation; but after death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the
joy of heaven" (CCC 1030). Read that sentence twice before you teach tonight: it begins with assured of their eternal
salvation. Purgatory is a doctrine about the saved. It is sanctification’s last mile, not condemnation’s antechamber.

What You Need to Know

Order matters enormously tonight: build the problem before you name the solution, and the group will discover
purgatory rather than defend it. The problem has three planks the study already owns. Plank one: heaven’s door
policy: "nothing unclean shall enter it" (Rev 21:27), and "the holiness without which no one will see the Lord" (Heb
12:14, Session 6's verse, now load-bearing). Plank two: honest anthropology: the group settled in Session 8 that venial
sin wounds without killing, and every honest Christian knows most of the faithful die as friends of God who are not
yet perfectly conformed to Christ: still impatient, still vain, still clutching small idols. Plank three: God’s stated
method: he is "changing us into his likeness from one degree of glory to another” (2 Cor 3:18) and "he who began a
good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ" (Phil 1:6). Now ask the group’s question for
them: if the door admits only the perfect, and most of the saved die imperfect, and God finishes what he starts, then
between death and glory, something happens. The Church’s name for that something is Purgatory. The doctrine’s core
is exactly that thin: final purification of the imperfectly purified saved (CCC 1030-1031); the Church has defined
almost nothing about its mode or duration, and images of fire are images.

The live discovery is 1 Corinthians 3:11-15, and it does tonight’s heavy lifting because Paul supplies a category most
Protestants and many Catholics do not know they have: a man whose foundation is Christ, whose sloppy work is
burned up on the Day, who "will suffer loss," and who "will be saved, but only as through fire." Walk the group
through the inventory: he is not in hell (he is saved); he is not simply in heaven (he suffers loss, through fire); he is a
saved man being painfully un-cluttered. Whatever a reader calls that, he has conceded the category, and the category
is the doctrine. Support it with Matthew 12:32’s strange clause (a sin that "will not be forgiven, either in this age or in
the age to come", which implies some forgiveness belongs to the age to come), and with the distinction the group
met in David and in Moses: forgiveness of guilt does not always erase every consequence. Nathan tells David "The
LORD has put away your sin" and in the next breath names a consequence that stands (2 Sam 12:13-14); Moses, who
spoke with God face to face, bears Meribah'’s standing consequence, barred from the land (Num 20:12; Deut 32:51-52),
and dies on Nebo overlooking it (Deut 34:1-5): an analogy for consequences that stand, while David’s case carries the
forgiven-and-still-chastened doctrine itself. The Church calls this the temporal punishment of sin, and insists it is not
vengeance from without but the natural residue sin leaves in us, needing purification here or hereafter (CCC 1472, in
substance). Notice the mercy of where Moses stands in the Exodus map: the study’s wilderness ends within sight of
the land, and even its greatest man needed God to settle one last account before glory. The map itself taught tonight’s
doctrine first.



On 2 Maccabees 12:39-45: use it honestly and it is strong. Judas Maccabeus finds his fallen soldiers wearing pagan
amulets, and the community prays and takes up a collection for a sin offering in Jerusalem, "that they might be
delivered from their sin"; the author calls it "a holy and pious thought" made "with a view to the resurrection." For
Catholics this is Scripture. For your Protestant friends it is not; grant that without a fight, then point out what it
remains even on their terms: an unimpeachable historical witness that devout Jews within two centuries of Christ
prayed and offered sacrifice for their dead, that the Gospels record no correction of the practice from Jesus, who
corrected so much (an observation, we grant, not a proof), and that the earliest Christians’ practice is widely
witnessed: in catacomb inscriptions, in the ancient liturgical traditions of East and West, and in a son remembered at
an African altar (tonight’s first Voice). Praying for the dead is not a medieval accretion; it is the family habit of God’s
people on both sides of the Incarnation. And here is the Church’s rationale for her suffrages: prayer aims where help
can land, and the ancient instinct to pray for the dead has always assumed someone between arrival and loss, being
helped home.

Pastoral registers, both of them. Grief: someone in your group has buried a parent, a spouse, a child. Tonight hands
them something to do with love that death interrupted: pray, have Masses offered, finish love’s sentences. Do not let
the night become an argument that forgets the graves in the room. And fear: purgatory has been preached as a
torture chamber, and some carry that. Correct it with the saints: the souls there are saved, confirmed in love,
incapable of losing him now, and their pain is the pain of love completing, not of love in doubt; St. Catherine of Genoa
says their joy is second only to heaven’s. The right emotional key for tonight is not dread. It is the relief of a traveler
told: you will arrive clean.

0Old Testament Roots and Fulfillment

Moses on Nebo (Num 20:12; Deut 34:1-5) is the map’s own catechesis, as above: forgiven, beloved, and still owing a
temporal account before entry. David after Nathan (2 Sam 12:13-14): guilt put away, consequence standing: the
grammar of temporal punishment in one exchange. The refiner’s fire: "he is like a refiner’s fire... he will sit as a
refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi... till they present right offerings to the LORD" (Mal
3:2-3): here God’s refining fire is aimed at his own servants’ purification, not their destruction; and Isaiah’s lips are
cleansed by a burning coal precisely so he can stand in the King’s presence (Isa 6:5-7): pain, from the altar, unto
fitness for glory: an analogy of divine cleansing, not a proof text. The Old Testament’s fire imagery is the nurse’s
alcohol swab, not the enemy’s weapon.

Voices of the Church

St. Monica, through St. Augustine
Confessions, Book IX, ch. 11 (c. 397)

Dying at Ostia, far from the tomb she had prepared beside her husband, St. Monica told her sons: "Lay this body
anywhere... only this I ask of you: that you remember me at the altar of the Lord, wherever you may be." And
Augustine, who recorded it, spent the rest of Book IX doing exactly that: praying, in writing, for his mother’s sins
to be forgiven, confident and tender at once.

The most famous mother-son story in Christian literature ends with a request for prayers after death, made by a
saint, honored by a Doctor. Whatever the early Church believed about the dead, it believed they could be helped
from the altar.

St. Catherine of Genoa
Treatise on Purgatory (15th century)

The mystic of Genoa teaches, in substance, that apart from the happiness of the saints in heaven, there is no joy
comparable to that of the souls in purgatory: for they are confirmed in God’s love, certain of their salvation, and
their suffering is the suffering of love itself burning away, with their full consent, everything in them that resists
it. They would not shorten the purification by an instant against God’s will, because his will is now wholly theirs.




This is the doctrine’s true face: not a debtor’s prison bolted onto the Gospel, but what it feels like when Love
finishes the job on someone who finally, completely, wants him to.

St. John Henry Newman
The Dream of Gerontius (1865)

In Newman'’s great poem of a soul’s journey through death, the soul of Gerontius is carried to the momentary
sight of Christ, and its response, in substance, is not to beg admission but to beg purification: "Take me away", to
the penal waters, gladly, because one glance at Holiness has made the soul unable to bear its own remaining
stains, and unable to want anything but their removal.

Newman, who opened this study in Session 1 ("to be perfect is to have changed often"), closes its doctrine of
purification: the soul that sees him asks for the fire. Purgatory, from the inside, is answered prayer.

Catechism Connection

CCC 1030. All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal
salvation, and undergo purification after death to achieve the holiness necessary for the joy of heaven. Read it aloud,
leading with "assured.”

CCC 1031. The Church gives the name Purgatory to this final purification of the elect, "which is entirely different from
the punishment of the damned," and grounds it in texts including 1 Corinthians 3:15. The Catechism cites tonight’s
live discovery herself.

CCC 1032. From the beginning the Church has honored the memory of the dead and offered prayers and sacrifice for
them, "above all the Eucharistic sacrifice,” citing 2 Maccabees 12. Tonight’s practice paragraph: this is what the group
can do by Thursday.

CCC 1472. The double consequence of sin: eternal punishment, remitted with the guilt in forgiveness, and temporal
punishment, the residue sin leaves, "which must be purified either here on earth, or after death in the state called
Purgatory"; and these are not vengeance inflicted from without but follow from the very nature of sin. The paragraph
that makes David, Moses, and your own experience of forgiven-but-still-wounded make sense.

Thread Watch

THREAD WATCH - leader only, never read aloud

Exodus map: within sight of the land. Moses on Nebo is tonight’s map station, and the map’s teaching moment:
even the friend of God settled a last account at the border. Next session the map completes; say only "one more station."

Parking lot: the S11 purgatory question. If "reward according to works / tested by fire" was parked in Session 11,
retrieve and cross it off tonight when 1 Corinthians 3 opens. Keep the study’s promise-keeping streak visible to the end.

Phil 1:6 redeployed. The verse granted to the OSAS steelman in Session 7 returns tonight as the memory verse and the
purgatory doctrine’s own comfort: he FINISHES what he begins. Point out the redeployment explicitly; it teaches the
group that granting a text is not surrendering it.

Grief in the room. If the night opens graves, let it. The Send questions are built for it, and a group praying by name for
its dead is the doctrine landing, not the session derailing.

Crown discipline: last week of the vow. One session remains. If ever you were tempted to preview the title verse, it
is tonight, with Revelation open one chapter away. Hold. Fast.

Session Goals

1. The group can build the three-plank case (door policy, honest anthropology, God finishes) before hearing the word
purgatory.



2. Participants discover the saved-through-fire category in 1 Cor 3:11-15 themselves.
3. The group can state the temporal-punishment distinction from David and Moses, and CCC 1472.

4. The "insult to the Cross" objection is heard at full strength and answered with purgatory as the Cross’s application
completing.

5. Every participant leaves with one concrete act for their dead: a prayer, a Mass offered, a name spoken at the altar.

Time Note

Plan for 90 minutes. Win 10, Build 55, Send 12, prayer 6. If running long, cut Build question 2 (Malachi and Isaiah
fold into one spoken sentence) and compress the Dig Deeper. Never cut the 1 Corinthians 3 discovery, the Moses
station, or the closing prayer for the group’s own dead: that prayer is the session.
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PART 2 - DISCUSSION GUIDE

Opening Prayer

PRAY TOGETHER

Father, you have promised to finish the good work you began in us, and your city admits nothing unclean.
Tonight, teach us how your mercy completes what your mercy started. And for everyone we love who has gone
before us: eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen.

WIN - Opening Questions

Have you ever arrived somewhere important, a wedding, an interview, a homecoming, not quite ready: wrong
clothes, road dust, unfinished business? What did you want most in that moment?

When you hear the word "purgatory,” what picture did you inherit, and from whom?

BUILD - Into the Text

Leader: build the problem first; do not say the word purgatory until the group has cornered it. Have three readers give
the planks: Revelation 21:27; Hebrews 12:14; Philippians 1:6.

1. Put the three planks together: what is heaven'’s door policy, what does seeing the Lord require, and what has God
promised to do with the work he began in you? Now be honest about a fourth fact: how do most faithful Christians
actually die? What must follow?

ANSWER - share after the discussion

The door policy: "nothing unclean shall enter it" (Rev 21:27). The requirement: "the holiness without which no one will
see the Lord" (Heb 12:14). The promise: "he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus
Christ" (Phil 1:6). And the honest fourth fact: most of the faithful die as real friends of God who are not yet perfectly
conformed to Christ: forgiven, yes; finished, no: still impatient, still vain, still holding small attachments that have no
visa for that city.

So let the group say it: if only the perfect enter, and most of the saved die imperfect, and God completes what he begins,
then between death and glory, something happens: a completion, a purification. The Church’s name for it is Purgatory,
and its entire core is that thin: "All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed
assured of their eternal salvation; but after death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary
to enter the joy of heaven" (CCC 1030). A doctrine about the saved, from its first word.

Live discovery. Say: "Now find the man the categories forget. Read 1 Corinthians 3:11-15 slowly, twice. Paul describes a
builder on the Day of judgment. Take inventory of him: where is his foundation? What happens to his work? What
happens to him? Then tell me: what state is this man in, because it is not hell, and it is not simply heaven."

2. Inventory the man of 1 Corinthians 3:15. What do we know about him, and what category does Paul hand us?

ANSWER - share after the discussion

His foundation is Christ (3:11): he is a believer, and no other foundation is in play. His work is tested by fire on the Day,
and the shoddy parts, wood, hay, stubble, burn (3:12-13, 15). He "will suffer loss." And the verdict: "he himself will be
saved, but only as through fire" (3:15). Not damned: he is saved. Not simply glorified: he suffers loss, through fire, in
a purifying ordeal on the far side of death.

Here, the Church has long taught, is a third category: a saved man painfully un-cluttered on the way into glory. Paul
does not name the state or place it on a map; but whatever a reader prefers to call it, the description is conceded, and



the description is the doctrine’s core. The Catechism cites this very verse for Purgatory (CCC 1031). Add Jesus’s strange

clause: a certain sin "will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come" (Mt 12:32): a clause St. Gregory the
Great, quoted by the Catechism at this very point (CCC 1031), heard as implying that some faults can be forgiven in the

age to come; we present the reading as the tradition’s. (The debtor released only when "you have paid the last penny,"

Mt 5:26, has been read in the same key: a traditional Catholic interpretation, noted as such.)

3. Now the distinction that makes sense of your own life. Read 2 Samuel 12:13-14, and Numbers 20:12 with
Deuteronomy 34:1-5. David is forgiven; Moses is God’s friend. What remains in each case after forgiveness, and what
does the Church call this?

ANSWER - share after the discussion

Nathan to David: "The LORD also has put away your sin; you shall not die", forgiveness, full and immediate, and in the
next breath a consequence that stands (12:14). Moses, who spoke with God face to face, is barred from the land for
Meribah, and dies on Nebo with Canaan spread out below him (Deut 34:1-5): forgiven friendship and a temporal
account settled at the border. Every parent knows this grammar: the child is fully forgiven, and the window still gets
paid for, not as vengeance but as love’s honesty about what the throw did.

The Church calls it the temporal punishment of sin: distinct from eternal punishment (which forgiveness remits
with the guilt), it is the residue and disorder sin leaves in us, "which must be purified either here on earth, or after
death" (CCC 1472, in substance), and it is not vengeance from without but follows from the very nature of sin.
Purgatory is where that purification finishes for those who die with accounts love still wants settled. And notice where
our study’s map has been all along: even its greatest man stood on Nebo. The wilderness ends within sight of the land.

4. Read 2 Maccabees 12:39-45. What did Judas Maccabeus and his men do for their dead, why, and what does the
author call it? And, for friends who do not receive this book as Scripture: what does the passage remain even then?

ANSWER - share after the discussion

Finding their fallen wearing pagan amulets, they "turned to prayer, beseeching that the sin which had been committed
might be wholly blotted out," and Judas took up a collection and sent it to Jerusalem "to provide for a sin offering,"
acting "very well and honorably, taking account of the resurrection”; the author’s verdict: "Therefore he made
atonement for the dead, that they might be delivered from their sin" (2 Macc 12:42-45, in substance with quoted
phrases). Prayer and sacrifice, for the dead, unto their deliverance, in view of resurrection: the whole practice, two
centuries before Christ.

For Catholics this is Scripture. For friends who do not receive it: it remains an unimpeachable historical witness that
devout Jews prayed and offered for their dead, that Jesus, who corrected so much in the religion around him, never
corrected this, and that his Church continued it from the beginning: catacomb inscriptions, every ancient liturgy East
and West, and a dying mother’s one request at Ostia. And the practice presupposes the doctrine: the blessed need no
help and the lost can use none; two thousand years of praying for the dead assumes someone in between, being helped
home.

Build, Then Press

Leader: full strength; this objection is sincere, biblical, and often personal

An Evangelical friend says: "Purgatory is the doctrine that finally made me leave. Jesus said ‘It is finished’ (Jn
19:30). ‘The blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from ALL sin’ (1 Jn 1:7). ‘There is therefore now no
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus’ (Rom 8:1). Paul expected to ‘depart and be with Christ’
(Phil 1:23), ‘away from the body and at home with the Lord’ (2 Cor 5:8), no fiery layover. If Christ’s work
needs my suffering to top it off, it was not finished; and historically, this doctrine ran the indulgence racket
that broke Christendom. Purgatory is an insult to the Cross."



5. Grant every text and the historical grievance. Then answer from tonight, and watch what purgatory actually is.

ANSWER - share after the discussion

Grant it all, loudly. "It is finished": yes, the atonement is complete, unrepeatable, and sufficient; purgatory adds not one
drop to it. "No condemnation": yes, and CCC 1031 says purgatory is "entirely different from the punishment of the
damned"; every soul there is uncondemned, saved, and certain of heaven. "Cleanses us from all sin": yes, and that is
precisely what purgatory is: the blood’s cleansing, applied to its last traces; the question was never whether Christ’s
work cleanses but whether his cleansing of you is already complete tonight. (Is it? Then Session 6’s "from one degree of
glory to another" is still mid-sentence, and God finishes his sentences: Phil 1:6.) Paul’s longing texts are true of the
purified, and say nothing about whether purification intervenes; Catholics may reasonably hope Paul departed straight
into that presence, and the Church prays the same for our dead, which is why she prays at all.

And the sharpest point, gently: the objection’s own Bible contains the man of 1 Corinthians 3:15, saved through fire
with loss, and the age-to-come forgiveness clause of Matthew 12:32; those texts need a home, and "insult to the Cross” is
not an exegesis of them. As for the indulgence corruption: real, shameful, and condemned by the Church herself at
Trent, which reformed the abuse and kept the truth, because the abuse of a thing does not abolish its use; otherwise
the Lord’s Supper would have died at Corinth. Purgatory is not Christ’s work needing your topping-off. It is Christ’s
work refusing to leave you half-washed. The doctrine’s emotional truth is a traveler’s relief: you will arrive clean,
because he who began the good work does not abandon it at the door.

DIG DEEPER - The Church That Prayed for Her Dead

Long before the word "purgatory” had its Latin polish, the practice was everywhere. The catacombs of Rome carry
scratched petitions for the departed: pleas that they have peace, refreshment, light. Every ancient liturgy, East and
West, from the oldest surviving anaphoras onward, commemorates and pleads for the dead within the Eucharistic
prayer itself, exactly where St. Monica asked to be remembered. The Fathers did not argue their way to praying for the
dead; they inherited it, as Israel had practiced it (2 Macc 12), and theologized afterward.

A practice that universal, that early, and that liturgically central is not an accretion; it is apostolic-era Christianity’s
family habit. Doctrines can be debated. Habits of prayer are evidence.

SEND - Taking It Out

Whom do you love on the other side of death? What would it mean to finish love’s sentences for them this month: a
prayer tonight, a Mass offered, their name at the altar?

If you knew you would arrive at that door with your remaining clutter exposed, what attachment would you want
God to start burning off now, on the near side, where it is cheaper?

Live It This Week

Pray for your dead, by name. Tonight, and each night this week: "Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them." Say the names.

Offer a Mass. Contact the parish office and have a Mass offered for someone you love who has died. It is simple,
ancient, and it is CCC 1032 in action.

Start the purification early. Name one attachment you would rather surrender now than carry to the door, and
bring it to confession or to prayer this week.

Closing Prayer

PRAY TOGETHER

Leader: invite the group to speak aloud, or hold in silence, the names of their beloved dead. Then pray: Father of
mercies, into your hands we entrust all whom we have loved and lost from sight. Complete in them, and in us, the



good work you began. Wash from us, here or hereafter, everything unfit for your city, and bring us all together,
clean and shining, through the door where nothing unclean may enter and no one who loves you is turned away.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen.

SCRIPTURE MEMORY VERSE

"And I am sure that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ."
Philippians 1:6 (RSV2CE)




HOLD FAST - Salvation from First Grace to Final Glory - Session 13 - Leader Reference Card

PART 3 - LEADER REFERENCE CARD

Every passage used in this session, in order.

Passage Where it is used in this session

Revelation 21:27 Plank one: nothing unclean shall enter (Build Q1)
Hebrews 12:14 Plank two: the required holiness (Build Q1)

Philippians 1:6 Plank three: he finishes; memory verse (Build Q1)

1 Corinthians 3:11-15 Live discovery: saved, but only as through fire (Build Q2)
Matthew 12:32 Forgiveness "in the age to come" (Q2 answer)

Matthew 5:25-26 "The last penny": a traditional Catholic reading (Q2 answer, noted as such)
2 Samuel 12:13-14 David: guilt gone, consequence stands (Build Q3)
Numbers 20:12; Deuteronomy | Moses on Nebo: the map’s own catechesis (Build Q3)
34:1-5

2 Maccabees 12:39-45 Prayer and sacrifice for the dead (Build Q4)

Malachi 3:2-3; Isaiah 6:5-7 The refiner’s fire; the coal from the altar (OT roots)

John 19:30; 1 John 1:7; Romans | Steelman texts, granted and answered
8:1; Philippians 1:23; 2
Corinthians 5:8

2 Corinthians 3:18 Glory to glory, mid-sentence (steelman answer; Session 6 callback)




