HOLD FAST - Salvation from First Grace to Final Glory - Session 14

Session 14: Hold Fast Your Crown

PART 1 - LEADER PREPARATION GUIDE

Session Overview

Discovery Aim. The group walks into the city the whole study has been walking toward (Rev 21-22), completes the
Exodus map at the true Promised Land, and then makes the study’s final live discovery: the verse the title has been
hiding in for fourteen weeks, Revelation 3:11, and finds the entire study folded inside its four clauses. The night ends
in commissioning: each participant speaks their three-tense answer from Session 1 and is sent.

Catholic Touchstone. Those who die in God’s grace and friendship, perfectly purified, live for ever with Christ and
"see him as he is," face to face (CCC 1023, in substance); heaven is the ultimate end and fulfillment of the deepest
human longings, the state of supreme, definitive happiness (CCC 1024). And faith, the Catechism says, already "makes
us taste in advance the light of the beatific vision" (CCC 163): tonight’s glory is not a rumor; the group has been
sampling it for fourteen weeks.

What You Need to Know

Run the night in three movements and guard the third’s time like Session 8’s ritual. Movement one: the city (Rev
21:1-7; 22:1-5). Read these texts for wonder, not analysis; the group has earned a night of mostly gazing. Draw out the
notes the study has tuned them to hear: "He will wipe away every tear from their eyes" spoken by the God who had
eyes wet at Lazarus’s tomb; "He who conquers shall have this heritage, and I will be his God and he shall be my
son": Session 6’s adoption, consummated as inheritance; "they shall see his face" (22:4): the beatific vision, the thing
1John 3:2 promised ("we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is") and 1 Corinthians 13:12 sighed for ("then
face to face"); the river and the tree of life: Eden reopened, better than before. Correct, briefly, the harp-and-cloud
caricature if it surfaces: Scripture’s last picture is not disembodied wisps but a new heaven and a new earth,
resurrection bodies (1 Cor 15), a wedding, a city with a river: creation healed, not escaped.

Movement two: the map completes. Take the group physically back to Session 1: saved at the sea (the font), being
saved in the wilderness (these years), will be saved in the land. Revelation 21-22 is the land: and notice how the
geography rhymes: a river, fruit-bearing trees, God dwelling with his people, everything Eden had and Canaan
promised, made permanent. One quiet grace note if the moment invites it: the man who led Israel over the Jordan
when Moses could not was Joshua, Hebrew Yehoshua/Yeshua; and the name the angel gave to Mary’s son, Jesus, is
that same name in its Greek dress. The namesake finishes what Moses could only see from Nebo. The map the group
has walked for fourteen weeks was always a map of him.

Movement three: the title, then the sending. This is the payoff of a fourteen-week discipline, so stage it. The
group knows the study is called Hold Fast and has been refused the source all season. Tonight, have them open
Revelation 2-3, the risen Christ’s seven letters, and notice first (Dig Deeper territory) that every letter includes a
promise "to him who conquers": the tree of life, the crown of life, the white stone, the throne: the Lord’s own
perseverance letters, warnings and prizes in the same breath, including the sentence "I will not blot his name out of
the book of life" (3:5), whose comfort many have read as presuming a register written in ink that could be blotted: a
possible reading, not a grammatical proof, and not one this study’s case ever rested on. Then send them hunting:
"Somewhere in chapter 3, the risen Jesus says the two words on the cover of your study guide. Find them. Read the
verse aloud." Revelation 3:11: "I am coming soon; hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize your
crown." Then let them do the final discovery themselves: the verse contains the entire study, one clause per
movement. "What you have": salvation really possessed: the three tenses, grace, Baptism, justification, sonship
(Sessions 1-6). "So that no one may seize your crown": really at stake: the warnings, mortal sin, the way back (Sessions



7-9). "Hold fast": really keepable, by grace, in hope: perseverance, merit, the anchor (Sessions 10-12). "I am coming
soon": the horizon: purification and glory (Sessions 13-14). Fourteen sessions were an exegesis of one sentence of the
risen Christ, and the group just performed it from memory. Let the room enjoy that.

Then the commissioning, scripted in the Discussion Guide: each participant speaks aloud the three-tense answer they
wrote in Session 1 ("I have been saved; I am being saved; I hope with confidence to be saved"), names one text from
the study they will carry, and names one person they will carry it to. Close by praying the title verse over the group
and, if your parish’s custom allows, ending with a blessing. Practical notes: bring the parking-lot list (it should be
empty; display it empty, it is the study’s receipt), and have next-step recommendations ready: the natural companion
on the shelf is Abide, which fights this study’s battles from the apologist’s chair, and any group that formed real bonds
should simply pick a next study and keep the night. Groups that end well begin again.

0Old Testament Roots and Fulfillment

Tonight the Old Testament’s role is consummation, so let the echoes do the work. Eden (Gen 2:8-10; God walking in
the garden, Gen 3:8; the flaming sword, Gen 3:24): a river, the tree of life, God with man: Revelation 22 is Genesis 2
with a city grown around it, and restored access that evokes the end of Eden’s exclusion. The Promised Land (Deut
8:7-10): "a good land, a land of brooks of water... you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the LORD": Canaan was
always a type and foreshadowing of something; Revelation 21-22 is the something. Isaiah’s new heavens (Isa 65:17-
19): "For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth... no more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping": John’s
vision takes up Isaiah’s new-creation hope and its very images, because glory was Israel’s expectation before it was
the Church’s. The whole canon has been leaning toward tonight’s texts since its third chapter went wrong.

Voices of the Church

St. Augustine of Hippo
The City of God, Book XXII, ch. 30 (426)

"There we shall rest and see, see and love, love and praise. Behold what shall be in the end without end. For what
other end do we have, if not to reach the kingdom which has no end?"

The last paragraph of Augustine’s last great work, twenty-two books surveying all of history, and it resolves into
four verbs and a rest. Read it slowly tonight; it is the study’s destination in a Doctor’s cadence.

St. Ignatius of Antioch
Letter to the Romans (c. 107)

Traveling under guard to the beasts of the arena, the bishop of Antioch begged the Roman church not to rescue
him, writing in substance: it is better for me to die into Jesus Christ than to reign over the ends of the earth; him I
seek who died for us, him I desire who rose for us; suffer me to attain the pure light, for when I arrive there, I
shall truly be a man.

A disciple of the apostles, sprinting toward the finish line the study has spent five weeks teaching us to run for.
Ignatius is what the crown looks like when a man wants it more than his life: not morbid, but magnetized.

St. John Paul I1
Homily inaugurating his pontificate (October 22, 1978)

"Do not be afraid," he told the world, summoning it to open wide the doors to Christ.

The words that opened a pontificate and helped crack an iron curtain are also, tonight, a commissioning: the
study ends with doors: the door of heaven held open by grace, and every door in your week that Christ is asking
you to open wide to him. The sentence was said to the whole world; tonight it is said to this room.




Catechism Connection

CCC 1023-1024. Those who die in God’s grace, perfectly purified, live for ever with Christ and see him as he is; heaven
is the ultimate end and fulfillment of the deepest human longings, the state of supreme, definitive happiness:
communion of life and love with the Trinity, with the Virgin, the angels, and all the blessed.

CCC 1028. Because of his transcendence, God cannot be seen as he is unless he opens his mystery and gives the
capacity: the Church calls this contemplation of God in his heavenly glory "the beatific vision." The gift-shape of glory:
even the seeing is grace, to the last.

CCC 1042-1044. At the end of time the Kingdom will come in its fullness; the universe itself will be renewed: a new
heaven and a new earth in which God will have his dwelling among men. Tonight’s anti-caricature paragraphs:
creation healed, not discarded.

CCC 163. Faith makes us taste in advance the light of the beatific vision, the goal of our journey here below. The
study’s last Catechism paragraph is about its first subject: the whole walk, font to crown, was one grace tasting itself
forward.

Thread Watch

THREAD WATCH - leader only, never read aloud

The title harvest is the night’s crown; protect the staging. Do not let the verse slip early: no reading of Revelation
3 in movement one, no "we’ll get to the title later" hints beyond what the group already knows. The hunt, the reading
aloud, and the four-clause discovery belong to them.

Empty parking lot. Display the list with every entry crossed off (1]n 5:13 at S12, the purgatory question at S13, and
whatever your group added). Fourteen weeks of kept promises is itself a catechesis: the faith holds up under questions.
Say one sentence to that effect; no victory lap.

Session 1 bookend. Collect or remind participants of their written three-tense answers from Session 1 (many taped
them in their Bibles per TH1). Tonight they speak them. If someone has lost theirs, they compose it fresh in sixty
seconds; the words are in their bones by now.

Exodus map: final station. Complete it visibly: sea, wilderness, land. If you have drawn it weekly, draw the last arrow
tonight and leave the marker down.

After the study. Have the next step ready before the night ends: the companion volume Abide for groups wanting the
apologist’s chair on the same doctrines, or the group’s own pick. Commissioned people need a road, not just a wave.

Session Goals

1. The group gazes at Revelation 21-22 and can name the consummation of at least three of the study’s doctrines in
the text.

2. The Exodus map is completed at the true Promised Land, fourteen weeks after it was planted.

3. The group discovers Revelation 3:11 themselves and unfolds the whole study from its four clauses.

4. Every participant speaks their three-tense answer aloud, names a text to carry, and names a person to carry it to.

5. The group leaves commissioned, with a next step chosen, and the title verse prayed over them.

Time Note

Plan for 95 minutes and protect the final 30 for the title harvest and commissioning as fiercely as Session 8’s ritual.
Win 8, the City 25, the map 10, the harvest 15, commissioning 25, closing blessing 10. If running long, trim the City
questions, never the harvest or the commissioning. Consider food afterward; fourteen weeks deserves a table.



HOLD FAST - Salvation from First Grace to Final Glory - Session 14 - Discussion Guide

PART 2 - DISCUSSION GUIDE

Opening Prayer

PRAY TOGETHER

Father, fourteen weeks ago we asked whether what you gave us could be lost. You have answered us honestly,
warned us like a Father, forgiven us like a Father, and kept every promise this study made in your name. Tonight,
show us the city. And when we have seen it, send us. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

WIN - Opening Questions

Fourteen weeks. What is one thing you believed about salvation in Session 1 that this study has changed, sharpened,
or healed?

BUILD - The City

Leader: two readers, unhurried, with silence after each: Revelation 21:1-7, then Revelation 22:1-5. Tell the group
beforehand: "Do not analyze yet. Just look."

1. Walk through what you just heard and find the study inside it: where do you see Session 6’s adoption? Session 1's
future tense? The reversal of every tear? And what, according to 22:4, is the center of it all?

ANSWER - share after the discussion

Adoption consummated: "He who conquers shall have this heritage, and I will be his God and he shall be my son"
(21:7): the Abba of Romans 8, now an inheritance deed. The future tense arrived: "will be saved" has become "It is
done" (21:6). The tears: "He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more" (21:4), a promise
made by the God whose own eyes were wet at a friend’s tomb. And the center: "they shall see his face" (22:4): the
beatific vision, the very thing promised in 1John 3:2 ("we shall see him as he is") and longed for in 1 Corinthians 13:12
("then face to face"). Heaven'’s definition is a face.

And correct the caricature if it hovers: this is a new heaven and a new earth, a city, a river, fruit in season,
resurrection bodies (1 Cor 15): creation healed and married, not escaped. Nobody floats. Everybody feasts.

2. Now finish the map. Session 1: saved at the sea, being saved in the wilderness, will be saved in the land. Read
Genesis 2:8-10 and Isaiah 65:17-19 beside Revelation 21-22. What is the land, finally? And what became of Eden?

ANSWER - share after the discussion

The land is this city: everything Canaan sacramentally promised ("a good land, a land of brooks of water," Deut 8:7)
made permanent and unlosable. Isaiah saw it coming: "Behold, I create new heavens and a new earth... no more shall
be heard in it the sound of weeping" (Isa 65:17-19); John’s vision quotes Israel’s own hope. And Eden is not merely
restored but outgrown: the river runs again, the tree of life stands on both banks now, its leaves for healing, and the old
exclusion is evoked as ended: Revelation 22 answers Genesis 3.

So the map completes: the sea was your font, the wilderness is these years, and the land is a face. One grace note as the
marker goes down: the man who finally led Israel across the Jordan, when even Moses could only look from Nebo, was
Joshua, Hebrew Yehoshua/Yeshua; and the name the angel gave to Mary’s son, Jesus, is that same name in its Greek
dress. The study has read this map, with the Church, as a map of Jesus all along.



The Harvest

Leader: now the fourteen-week secret. Say: "You have studied under a title all season, and every time someone asked
where it came from, you were told to wait. The wait ends now. Open Revelation, chapters 2 and 3: seven letters from the
risen Jesus to seven churches. Somewhere in chapter 3, he says the two words on your study guide’s cover. Find them,
and when you do, read the whole verse aloud, slowly." Wait. Let the finder read Revelation 3:11 to the room.

3. "T'am coming soon; hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize your crown." You have just spent fourteen
weeks inside this sentence. Unfold it: take each of its four clauses and tell me which sessions live there.

ANSWER - share after the discussion

"What you have": salvation as real, present possession: the three tenses, the rescue we could not stage, the font,
justification, faith working through love, sonship and divine life (Sessions 1-6). You have it. That was never in question.

"So that no one may seize your crown": really at stake: the warnings that were real, the sin that kills, and the
seizure’s one accomplice, since no one outside can snatch (Jn 10:28), only iniquity separates (Isa 59:2): Sessions 7-9,
with the way back built before we needed it.

"Hold fast": really keepable, and not by white knuckles: today’s faithfulness, the runner’s kit, the crown he crowns,
the anchor behind the curtain: Sessions 10-12.

"I am coming soon": the horizon that makes it all a homecoming rather than a treadmill: nothing unclean shall enter,
and he who began the good work completes it, and then the city, and the face: Sessions 13-14. Fourteen sessions were an
exegesis of one sentence of the risen Christ, and tonight you performed it from memory. That sentence is now yours to
keep: it is the study’s memory verse, and its name.

DIG DEEPER - Seven Letters, One Refrain

Every one of the seven letters in Revelation 2-3 ends with a promise "to him who conquers": the tree of life (2:7), the
crown of life with "Be faithful unto death" (2:10), immunity from the second death (2:11), the hidden manna and white
stone (2:17), authority and the morning star (2:26-28), the white garments and the unblotted name (3:5), the pillar in
the temple (3:12), a seat on Christ’s own throne (3:21). The risen Lord’s only letters are perseverance letters: warning
and prize in one breath, to churches he loves.

And note 3:5 with tonight’s clear eyes: "I will not blot his name out of the book of life" is a comfort whose grammar
presumes a register written in ink that could be blotted. The seven letters teach in miniature what this study taught at
length: love warns because the crown is real, and promises because the Giver is faithful.

The Commissioning

Leader: form the circle. Say: "In Session 1 you wrote a three-tense answer to the question ‘Are you saved?” and many of
you have carried it in your Bibles since. Tonight, the study’s last act is that you say it out loud, and take it out that
door." Go around the circle; each participant does three things:

1. Speak the answer. "I have been saved; I am being saved; and I hope, with confidence, to be saved.” (Their own
wording is better than the formula, if they wrote one.)

2. Name the text you will carry. One passage from these fourteen weeks that is now theirs: the verse they will still
be quoting in ten years.

3. Name the person you will carry it to. Everyone here knows someone living in the doorstep question, the
courtyard, the far country, or the fear. Say the first name only. The group holds those names in silence for a moment.

Then the leader prays the title verse over the group, by name if the group is small: "N, the Lord is coming soon. Hold
fast what you have, and may no one seize your crown." Close with the memory verse spoken together, and, where
custom allows, a final blessing. Then feed them; fourteen weeks deserves a table.



Live It From Here

Keep the Kkit. The runner’s kit from Session 10, the daily prayer, the sacramental rhythm, the person, does not
graduate. It is the rest of your life’s equipment.

Go to the person you named. Within two weeks, while the commissioning is warm. You are not bringing an
argument; you are bringing a porch light.

Begin again. The natural next study for this group is Abide, the same battles from the apologist’s chair, or whatever
your group chooses together. Groups that end well begin again. Pick the date before you leave tonight.

Closing Prayer

PRAY TOGETHER

Lord Jesus Christ, you have given us what we could never earn, warned us because you love us, restored us when
we fell, and set a crown ahead of us that you yourself will award. We have been saved; we are being saved; we
hope with confidence to be saved. Keep us abiding in you, running with perseverance, hoping without fear, until
the wilderness ends and we see your face. You are coming soon. We will hold fast. Amen.

SCRIPTURE MEMORY VERSE

"I am coming soon; hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize your crown."
Revelation 3:11 (RSV2CE)
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PART 3 - LEADER REFERENCE CARD

Every passage used in this session, in order.

Passage Where it is used in this session

Revelation 21:1-7 The city: tears wiped, "he shall be my son" (Build Q1)
Revelation 22:1-5 The river, the tree, the face (Build Q1)

1John 3:2; 1 Corinthians 13:12 The vision promised and longed for (Q1 answer)

1 Corinthians 15 Resurrection bodies; anti-caricature (Q1 answer, leader background)
Genesis 2:8-10 Eden: the river and the tree (Build Q2)

Deuteronomy 8:7-10 The land as sacrament (Build Q2)

Isaiah 65:17-19 New heavens, new earth, no more weeping (Build Q2)
Revelation 2-3 The seven letters; "to him who conquers" (Dig Deeper)
Revelation 3:5 The unblotted name (Dig Deeper, handled honestly)
Revelation 3:10-11 THE HARVEST: the title verse, discovered live (The Harvest)
John 10:28; Isaiah 59:2 Callback in the four-clause unfolding (Q3 answer)
Philippians 1:6 Callback: he completes (Q3 answer)




