I WILL BE YOUR GOD From the Garden to the Wedding Feast
SESSION 8

A House Forever

David, the Sworn Kingdom, and the Chart the Group Builds Themselves
TAKE-HOME SHEET

WHAT WE FOUND

David offered God a house and God reversed the gift: "the LORD will make you a house" (2 Samuel 7:11), not
cedar but dynasty, not architecture but sons. The terms were staggering: a kingdom and a throne "made sure
for ever,” and inside them, our formula, personalized: "I will be his father, and he shall be my son" (7:14). The
vow that covered a nation at Sinai now rests on one royal man; the king carries the covenant of the whole
people in his body. And it is sworn: "I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to David my
servant” (Psalm 89:3). Check your list from Session 4: promise one, nationhood, sworn at Sinai; promise two,
the great name and royal house, sworn to David. One promise left.

We met the kingdom's most surprising office: the gebirah, the queen mother. Kings had many wives but one
mother, so the crowned woman of the Davidic court was the king's mother: Bathsheba enthroned at Solomon's
right hand, the king rising and bowing to her (1 Kings 2:19), the intercessor who carries petitions to the throne.
(Solomon refused that particular petition, rightly; it was treason in disguise. The office itself stands.)
Remember the office; this study is not done with it. And we built the chart with our own hands: Adam, a
couple; Noah, a household; Abraham, a tribe; Moses, a nation; David, a kingdom reaching for the nations
(Psalm 72:17 even echoes Genesis 12:3 over the king: "may men bless themselves by him, all nations call him
blessed"). Then one blank row, question marks in every column.

We did not look away from the rubble: the kingdom split, the north erased, and in 587 BC Babylon burned the
temple and ended the monarchy; Psalm 89 itself cries "where is your steadfast love of old, which by your
faithfulness you swore to David?" But the covenant had always distinguished discipline from abandonment,
the prophets stared at the stump and promised a shoot (Isaiah 11:1), and six centuries later an angel in
Nazareth quoted the oath back almost clause for clause: "the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father
David... and of his kingdom there will be no end" (Luke 1:32 to 33). The wreckage did not refute the promise. It
revealed its size: the "for ever" was always aimed at a Son who cannot die.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

St. Irenaeus of Lyons Against Heresies, Book 3

St. Irenaeus insisted, against those who split Jesus from Israel's story, that the Son of God was truly born of the
seed of David according to the flesh, because the promises were made to David and had to be kept in a son of

David's own line: God's fidelity to the dynasty is part of the gospel itself, and the genealogies are not decoration
but proof of a kept oath.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH
St. Augustine City of God, Book 17, chapters 8-13 (esp. ch. 8, on Nathan's prophecy to David)

St. Augustine read 2 Samuel 7 with a lawyer's care: the promise of a house and throne "for ever" was manifestly
not exhausted by Solomon, whose temple fell and whose line lost the crown; therefore the oath, being God's,
must look beyond Solomon to a Son of David whose kingdom cannot end. For Augustine the very wreckage of
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the earthly monarchy was evidence that the promise was always aimed higher.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

St. Bernard of Clairvaux Homilies in Praise of the Virgin Mother

St. Bernard, the last of the Fathers in spirit, preached the royal dignity of the Virgin from the logic of the
kingdom itself: the mother of the King reigns beside her Son not by grasping but by gift, and her whole office is

to intercede, to present petitions, and to point to him. What Israel's court gave the queen mother in figure,
Bernard taught, heaven gives the mother of the true Son of David in fullness.

LIVE IT THIS WEEK

« Pray 2 Samuel 7:18 once this week the way David did: go somewhere quiet, sit down before the LORD, and
begin "Who am I, O Lord GOD... that you have brought me thus far?" Then just list what he has built in
your life that you did not build.

+ Read Psalm 89 in one sitting, all of it, and do not skip the dark ending. Let it teach you that covenant faith
is allowed to say "where is your steadfast love?" out loud.

+ Before next session, read Hosea 2:14 to 23 and Jeremiah 31:31 to 34. Watch what God calls the broken
covenant relationship, and watch for our formula, badly wounded and still alive. And find your Take-
Home 1; you will need it soon.

SCRIPTURE MEMORY VERSE

"And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me; your throne shall be established
forever."

2 Samuel 7:16 (RSV2CE)

Before Next Session: Read Hosea 2:14 to 23 and Jeremiah 31:31 to 34. Watch what God calls the broken
covenant relationship, and listen for our formula, badly wounded and still alive. And find your Take-Home 1
from the first week; you will need it very soon.

Catechism References: CCC 64, 436, 709, 2579
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