
THE OBEDIENCE OF FAITH · A STUDY OF ROMANS

Take-Home 10: Vessels of Mercy
Romans 9 · Keep this sheet; bring it back each week

What We Found

The hardest chapter opened with tears: Paul in "unceasing anguish," wishing himself "accursed and cut off 
from Christ" for his kinsmen (9:2-3). His argument: God's word has not failed (9:6); election was always God's 
free call, before birth, before works (9:11), "not upon man's will or exertion, but upon God's mercy" (9:16), 
which every Catholic confesses: grace is first, and no one's story with God begins with a resume.

And we traced the hard images to their sources. Exodus shows Pharaoh hardening his own heart twice (Ex 
8:15, 32) before God's hardening confirms it (Ex 9:12): judgment ratifying a chosen refusal, as in 1:24. The 
potter's house God chose for his image (Jer 18:1-11) is Scripture's proof that the clay's turning changes the 
outcome: "if that nation... turns from its evil, I will repent of the evil" (Jer 18:8). And 9:22-23, read closely: 
wrath-vessels endured "with much patience" (the patience that leads to repentance, 2:4), mercy-vessels 
"prepared beforehand" by God himself. The Church's walls hold: Christ suffered for every human being 
without exception (CCC 605), and "God predestines no one to go to hell" (CCC 1037). The chapter ends at a stone 
in Zion: stumbling block or sanctuary (Isa 8:14), and "he who believes in him will not be put to shame" (9:33).

Voices of the Church

VOICE OF THE CHURCH: ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

St. John Chrysostom teaches in substance that this chapter must be read from its tears: Paul weeps before 
he argues, and the argument defends God's wise mercy, not caprice. Pharaoh was not made wicked by God 
but, persisting, was confirmed in the path he chose.

VOICE OF THE CHURCH: ST. THOMAS AQUINAS

St. Thomas teaches in substance that God's love creates the goodness it chooses: whatever good is in Jacob, 
or in anyone, God's choice put there. Glory traces to God as its cause; sin traces wholly to the creature, and 
condemnation is God's just judgment upon it. Predestination is real, gratuitous, and never a 
predestination to evil.

VOICE OF THE CHURCH: ST. FRANCIS DE SALES

As a student, his early biographers recount, St. Francis de Sales spent weeks in the grip of the conviction 
that he was damned; the fear broke when he knelt, prayed the Memorare, and surrendered the question 
to God. He became a Doctor of the Church who taught God's universal saving will with special force: the 
practical answer to the abyss of predestination is not calculation but trust.
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Live It This Week

• Choose one person far from God and pray for them by name every day this week, with something of Paul's 
9:3 seriousness; consider fasting once for them.

• If predestination or scrupulosity ever troubles you, do what St. Francis did: pray the Memorare and hand 
the question to Our Lady.

• Reread Jeremiah 18:1-11 once, and answer the potter's question in writing: what is God currently 
reworking in you, and are you turning?

Memory Verse

"Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone that will make men stumble, a rock that will make them fall; and 
he who believes in him will not be put to shame."
Romans 9:33 (RSV2CE)

Before Next Session

Read Romans 10 and 11 once; the argument you started tonight finishes there, and it ends better 
than you think. Catechism references for this session: CCC 605, 1037, 600.
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