THE UNVEILING

Session 10

The Eternal Gospel and the Harvest

Revelation 14:6-20
A Fourteen-Session Inductive Study for Young Adults

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord. (Revelation 14:13, RSV2CE)



Leader Preparation Guide

Session Overview

Discovery Aim. The group hears the three angels’ messages as the gospel’s last public address to the
world (worship the Creator; Babylon falls; the beast’s cup is wrath), receives the book’s gentlest
beatitude in its sternest chapter (blessed are the dead who die in the Lord), and reads the two harvests
of the earth with honest eyes: history ripens, and it ripens toward Christ.

Catholic Touchstone. The Church can speak of judgment without flinching and without cruelty, because

she knows both truths this chapter holds: God desires all to be saved and predestines no one to hell (CCC
1037), and hell is real as the definitive self-exclusion of a freedom God will not force (CCC 1033). Tonight

requires both hands.

What You Need to Know

This passage is the hinge between the beast chapters and the judgment chapters, and it is arranged as
proclamation before harvest: heaven says everything out loud before anything is reaped.

Three angels preach in succession, the first flying in midheaven for all the earth to hear. The first carries
an eternal gospel for every nation and tribe and tongue and people (the Lamb’s own list): fear God and
give him glory, and worship him who made heaven and earth. Notice what this last-hour gospel is: not a
new message but the oldest one, the first commandment aimed at a world worshiping the beast:
worship the Creator. The second angel announces, in the prophets’ completed tense, fallen, fallen is
Babylon the great: her first appearance in the book, dropped like a stone with no introduction (she gets
two full chapters shortly; tonight, plant only). The third angel delivers the counter-warning to the mark:
those who worship the beast drink the wine of God’s wrath, and the smoke of their torment goes up for
ever and ever (14:9-11). This is the hardest text in the study so far; the notes below and the steelman
give it a full and honest treatment. Then the passage exhales, twice: Here is a call for the endurance of
the saints (14:12, the refrain from last session, now expanded: those who keep the commandments of
God and the faith of Jesus: the whole Christian life in two clauses), and the beatitude: Blessed are the
dead who die in the Lord henceforth... that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them.
The Church has prayed this verse over her dead for centuries; it belongs to the funeral liturgy’s
bloodstream, and to the doctrine that what we do in the body accompanies us to judgment (CCC 1021-
1022).

Then the two harvests. First (14:14-16): one like a son of man on a white cloud (Daniel 7’s figure, most
naturally read here as Christ; compare 1:13) swings his sickle and the earth’s grain is reaped. Second
(14:17-20): an angel gathers the vintage and throws it into the great wine press of the wrath of God,
trodden outside the city, blood flowing hyperbolically deep and far (one thousand six hundred stadia:
read by some as four times four times one hundred, totality squared, by others as roughly the land’s
length: apocalyptic idiom either way, not cartography). Both harvests come from Joel 3:13 (put in the
sickle, for the harvest is ripe... the wine press is full), tonight’s discovery text. Are the two harvests two
views of one judgment, or is the grain harvest the ingathering of the redeemed (Christ himself reaps it,
no wrath language attaches to it, and the Gospels’ harvest imagery for the kingdom'’s ingathering, Mark
4:29; Matthew 9:37-38, makes a salvific reading plausible) while the vintage is the judgment of the
impenitent? Commentators divide, and the Church has not ruled; present both readings and let the
text’s own asymmetries speak. What is not ambiguous is the winepress’s ancestry: Isaiah 63:1-6, where
the LORD comes from Edom with garments stained from treading the press alone. Christians since the
Fathers have read Isaiah 63’s stained treader of Christ; a long meditation, worth sharing as meditation,
adds: before he treads any winepress of wrath, he was himself pressed, and the Gospels locate his agony
in a garden whose name, Gethsemane, means oil press. Revelation 19 will show the Rider’s robe dipped
in blood before any battle begins; hold the observation until then, but know where it is going.



On 14:9-11 specifically, get the register and the doctrine both right. The register: smoke going up for ever
comes from Isaiah 34:9-10, Edom’s judgment idiom, and the cup of unmixed wine from the prophets’
cup of wrath (Jeremiah 25:15; Psalm 75:8): this is apocalyptic judgment language in its native key. The
doctrine: the Church really does teach the possibility of definitive loss. Hell is real; its chief pain is
eternal separation from God,; it is not God’s ambush but the terminus of a freely chosen refusal persisted
in to the end (CCC 1033-1035); and God predestines no one to it and desires all to be saved (CCC 1037; 1
Timothy 2:4). Note carefully whom the warning addresses: conscious worshipers of the beast, in a
context where worship is deliberate allegiance. The text is not a description God enjoys; it is the loudest
possible warning sign posted before a cliff, by the one who died to keep people from it. Warnings this
severe are a mercy of the severest kind.

Pastoral note. Someone in your room has buried a person they love, and someone may be frightened,
tonight or from childhood, by texts like 14:10-11. Give the beatitude of 14:13 its full unhurried weight,
and keep the third angel’s warning attached to what it is attached to in the text: allegiance to the beast,
not the ordinary struggling Christian life. Fear of hell that drives a person to Christ has done its work;
fear that drives a person to despair has been detached from the gospel, and tonight should reattach it.

0Old Testament Roots and Fulfillment

Joel 3:13: put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe; the wine press is full: the single verse behind both
harvests. Discovery passage tonight.

Isaiah 63:1-6: the one who trod the wine press alone, garments stained; the ancestry of 14:19-20
(and of the Rider’s robe in chapter 19). Discovery passage tonight.

Isaiah 34:9-10: Edom’s smoke going up for ever: the prophetic idiom behind 14:11.

+ Jeremiah 25:15 and Psalm 75:8: the cup of the wine of wrath in the LORD’s hand; the third angel’s
cup (14:10) is theirs.

+ Genesis 1 and Exodus 20:11: him who made heaven and earth: the eternal gospel (14:7) is creation’s
oldest claim aimed at the newest idol.

+ Daniel 7:13: one like a son of man on the clouds: the reaper of 14:14 identified.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

VOICE OF THE CHURCH
St. Francis of Assisi - Canticle of the Creatures

St. Francis, near his own death, praised God through Sister Bodily Death, from whom no living man
can escape, and sang: woe to those who die in mortal sin; blessed those whom death will find in
your most holy will, for the second death shall do them no harm. The Canticle breathes this chapter:
both the warning and the beatitude, held together without contradiction by a saint who feared sin
and did not fear dying.

VOICE OF THE CHURCH
St. Alphonsus Liguori - Preparation for Death (summary)

St. Alphonsus, Doctor of the Church, teaches in substance that the remembrance of death is not
morbid but medicinal: the great teacher of how to live, meant to detach us from what we cannot
keep and attach us to the One no death can take from us while we remain in his grace. Blessed are
the dead who die in the Lord is not a verse for funerals only; it is a compass for Tuesdays.




VOICE OF THE CHURCH
St. Bede the Venerable - Explanation of the Apocalypse (summary)

St. Bede reads the two harvests, in substance, as the end of the age gathering both crops the earth
has grown: the wheat of the elect brought into God’s barn and the vintage of the impenitent given to
judgment, each given at last to its own end. The study’s application: the crops ripen through long
seasons of choices; history, on this reading, is not interrupted by the end but completed by it.

Catechism Connection

CCC 1033-1035: hell as the state of definitive self-exclusion from communion with God, freely
chosen,; its principal pain eternal separation from the God in whom alone we can have life.

+ CCC1036-1037: the Church’s warnings as a call to responsibility and conversion; God predestines no
one to hell, and desires all to be saved.

+ CCC1021-1022: the particular judgment: each life measured at death by its works and faith: their
deeds follow them (14:13) is cited territory here.

+ CCC 2096-2097: adoration: acknowledging God as Creator and Savior, the first act of the virtue of

religion: the eternal gospel of 14:7 in doctrinal form.

THREAD WATCH (LEADER ONLY)

Babylon planted tonight (14:8), deliberately unexplained: fallen, fallen is Babylon the great. If
asked: two sessions. Do not preview the harlot.

Counterfeit thread: the cup of Babylon’s wine (14:8) versus the cup of God’s wrath (14:10) versus,
eventually, the cup of the Lord’s supper: cups are becoming a motif; note it silently.

Endurance refrain recurs expanded (14:12): keep the commandments of God AND the faith of Jesus.
Say it aloud; it is the study’s working definition of perseverance.

Winepress: plant the Isaiah 63 wine-stained figure tonight; the Rider’s pre-battle bloodied robe
(19:13) pays it off in Session 13. Do not cite 19:13 yet.

How long? thread: one session from full resolution. Tonight’s vintage is its machinery beginning to
turn.

Furniture of Heaven, now in the open: the lens is shared from tonight. Invite the group to add
entries themselves: the eternal gospel proclaimed to every nation (14:6) and the blessing on those
who die in the Lord (14:13).

Session Goals

1

5.

The group can state the eternal gospel of 14:7 and why creation-worship is the last-hour message to
a beast-worshiping world.

The group receives 14:13 unhurried, and connects deeds follow them to the particular judgment.
The group reads 14:9-11 with both register (prophetic idiom) and doctrine (CCC 1033-1037) intact.

The group finds Joel 3:13 beneath both harvests and can state both readings of the grain harvest
honestly.

Each participant names one deed they want following them, and begins it this week.

Timed Plan (75-90 minutes)

Opening prayer: 5 min




+  Win questions: 10 min
Build (14:6-20, with discovery passages): 45-55 min
Send questions: 8 min
Live It This Week, memory verse, closing prayer, distribute Take-Home 10: 7-10 min

Pre-chosen cuts if time runs short: drop the Dig Deeper box, and take Question 2 (Babylon’s planted
announcement) in one leader sentence.



Discussion Guide

Opening Prayer

Leader: Father, Creator of heaven and earth, we fear you, we give you glory, we worship you. Speak
tonight both of your words: the warning that loves us enough to be loud, and the blessing over all who
die in you. Teach us to live so that our deeds may follow us gladly. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Win
1. Whatis a warning you are glad someone gave you bluntly, even though it was hard to hear at the
time?

2. When you think about your own death (honestly, how often is that?), what feeling comes first: fear,
avoidance, curiosity, peace?

Build

Read Revelation 14:6-7 aloud.

3. An angel proclaims an eternal gospel to every nation. Read the content of it in verse 7 carefully.
What is this gospel, why might it surprise us, and why is worship him who made heaven and earth
exactly the message for the world of chapter 13?

ANSWER - share after the discussion

Fear God and give him glory, for the hour of his judgment has come; and worship him who made
heaven and earth, the sea and the fountains of water. It surprises us because it sounds like page
one, not the last page: no cross or empty tomb named, just the Creator’s claim. But aim it at chapter
13 and it snaps into focus: a world worshiping a beast (a creature, a counterfeit) is being told the
one thing idolatry forgets: only the Maker is worthy of worship (CCC 2096-2097). The eternal
gospel is eternal because it was true before Eden’s serpent spoke and will be true after him: creation
itself is a summons to adore. Every honest scientist tracing the fountains of water, every child
staring at the sea, is holding the first page of this gospel.

4.  The second angel drops one sentence (14:8): fallen, fallen is Babylon the great. We have never met
Babylon in this book. What is the effect of announcing a fall before an introduction, and what tense
is the announcement in?

ANSWER - share after the discussion

The completed tense: fallen, fallen, the prophets’ way of announcing a certainty so fixed it can be
spoken as past (Isaiah 21:9 uses the identical doubled cry). We meet Babylon’s obituary before we
meet Babylon: whoever she is (two sessions, and you will get her full file), the first thing heaven
wants known about her is that she loses. The book does this on purpose with every enemy: the
dragon was introduced already defeated in principle (12:11), the beast with his time limited,
Babylon already fallen. Revelation refuses to let any evil be introduced as ultimate.

Read Revelation 14:9-13 aloud, without rushing.

5. The third angel’s warning (14:9-11) is the severest text we have read. First the register: where does
this language come from? (Leader: Isaiah 34:9-10; Jeremiah 25:15.) Then the doctrine: what does
the Church actually teach about hell, and whom exactly does this warning address? Then verses 12—
13: what two words does the passage end on, and for whom?



ANSWER - share after the discussion

Register: the cup of unmixed wrath is Jeremiah’s cup handed to the nations, and smoke rising for
ever is Isaiah’s idiom over Edom: this is judgment spoken in the prophets’ native key, maximal
language for a maximal warning. Doctrine, stated with both hands: hell is real, and its essence is
definitive self-exclusion from God, freely chosen and persisted in to the end (CCC 1033-1035); and
God predestines no one to it, desires all to be saved, and issues warnings precisely as calls to
conversion (CCC 1036-1037). Address: conscious worshipers of the beast: in this book the mark is
deliberate allegiance, never an accident (Session 9). This text is a cliff-edge sign posted by the one
who died to keep people from the cliff: severe because the drop is real, loving because the sign is
loud.

And then the exhale, on purpose: endurance (14:12: keeping the commandments of God and the
faith of Jesus, the whole Christian life in one breath) and blessing: Blessed are the dead who die in
the Lord henceforth... that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them. The chapter
that contains the book’s sternest warning contains its tenderest beatitude, four verses apart. That is
not inconsistency; that is a Father’s full voice. The Church prays 14:13 over her dead, and its last
clause accords with her doctrine of the particular judgment (CCC 1021-1022): what you do in the
body accompanies you. Nothing done in the Lord is left behind at the grave.

Read Revelation 14:14-20 aloud.

6. Two harvests. Discovery: open Joel 3:13 and read it aloud: both harvests are hiding in that one verse.
Now compare the two scenes in Revelation: who reaps each, and what happens to each crop? Is the
grain harvest judgment, salvation, or is the question open?

ANSWER - share after the discussion

Joel gives both blades: put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe... the wine press is full. In Revelation
the grain is reaped by one like a son of man on a white cloud: Daniel 7’s figure, most naturally read
as Christ himself (compare 1:13); the vintage is gathered by an angel and thrown into the wine press
of the wrath of God. The question is genuinely open, and say so: many readers take both harvests as
one judgment described twice (Joel’s pattern); many others notice the asymmetries: Christ
personally reaps the grain, no wrath word touches that harvest, and the Gospels’ harvest imagery
for the kingdom’s ingathering makes the salvific reading plausible (Mark 4:29; the harvest is
plentiful, Matthew 9:37-38), while every wrath word crowds around the vintage. On that second
reading the earth yields two crops at the end: a harvest home and a vintage of wrath, and the
difference between them was grown across a lifetime of choices (St. Bede’s reading, in substance).
The Church has not defined it; both readings preach.

On the winepress details: trodden outside the city, blood to the horse bridles for one thousand six
hundred stadia: proposals include four times four times one hundred (totality squared) and the
rough length of the holy land: either way apocalyptic idiom of complete judgment, not a hydrology
report. And keep Isaiah 63 (your second discovery: read 63:1-3 now) in your pocket: the one who
treads the press comes with garments already stained. Christians have long noticed where else in
this book a robe is dipped in blood before any battle starts. Three sessions from the end, remember
tonight.

BUILD, THEN PRESS: CAN A LOVING GOD ALLOW ANYONE TO BE LOST FOREVER?

Present this at full strength before answering. A sincere objector, outside the Church or within it, says:
eternal torment is infinitely disproportionate to finite sins; a God who allows it, let alone decrees it,
cannot be called loving in any sense the word will bear. Either everyone is finally saved (and texts like
14:10-11 are pedagogy), perhaps through grace patiently winning every freedom in the end, or the lost



simply cease to exist (annihilation): but everlasting conscious loss is morally unthinkable, and honest
Christians should say so.

7.  Whatis right and even holy in that protest? And what does the Church, holding this very text,
actually answer?

ANSWER - share after the discussion

What is right: the protest takes love seriously and refuses a god who delights in pain: so does the
Church, absolutely. God does not want hell for anyone: he desires all men to be saved (1 Timothy
2:4), predestines no one to hell (CCC 1037), and in Christ went to death to save us from it. Any
presentation of hell as God’s eagerness is a slander the objector is right to reject. And the hope that
hell be empty of any given person is a hope the Church never forbids; she has canonized many and
has never once declared a single individual damned.

What the Church answers: love, to be love, must be refusable. Heaven is communion with God; a
communion that could not be declined would be absorption, not love. Hell, in Catholic teaching, is
definitive self-exclusion from the only source of joy (CCC 1033), ratified and imposed by God’s just
judgment (CCC 1034-1035): its chief pain is eternal separation from God, and the imagery of fire and
smoke speaks, in the prophets’ key, of a punishment as real as it is self-chosen. The strongest
universalism argues that grace could in time win every freedom to a truly free repentance; the
Church’s answer is not that this is unimaginable but that it is not what God has revealed: Christ’s
own warnings treat final loss as a real possibility (no one in Scripture warns of Gehenna more often,
or more tenderly, than Jesus), and the Church teaches the reality and eternity of hell for those who
die in mortal sin (CCC 1033-1035), which no doctrine of a guaranteed universal outcome can stand
beside; annihilationism, for its part, must argue against the Church’s constant reading of texts like
this one and Matthew 25:46. What we may do is hope widely, pray for all, and trust the Judge whose
hands still carry nail marks: the deepest Catholic answer to whether God is fair about hell is that the
one who does the judging is the one who was crucified for the judged. But the warning stands,
because the freedom is real and the stakes are real, and tonight’s text was written so that no one
would drift over the cliff unsigned.

DIG DEEPER

Their deeds follow them (14:13) and the treasury of a life. The Church teaches that at the particular
judgment each of us meets Christ with everything our freedom actually did (CCC 1021-1022), and
that even a cup of cold water given in his name is not lost (Matthew 10:42). The doctrine of merit,
rightly understood, harmonizes with this verse: in grace, through adoption and union with Christ,
our works become really ours and really His at once, so that nothing done in the Lord evaporates.
Ask yourself the inventory question this week: of everything I did today, what would I be glad to
have follow me?

Send
8. What deed do you most want following you when you die, and what is its next concrete step this
week?

9. Which do you need to hear more tonight, honestly: the third angel’s warning, or the beatitude of
14:13? What would it change to take that word seriously for one month?

Live It This Week

Begin the deed you named: one concrete step, this week, however small.



+ Pray once for your own death: that it find you in the Lord; the Hail Mary’s second half (now and at
the hour of our death) is the Church handing you the words.

Read Revelation 15-16 for next session: the song of Moses returns.

Memorize the memory verse below.

Memory Verse

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord henceforth. “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest
from their labors, for their deeds follow them!” (Revelation 14:13, RSV2CE)

Closing Prayer

Leader: Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. Father, for all our
beloved dead who died in you: rest and light. For all of us still laboring: deeds worth following us,
endurance, and the faith of Jesus. And at the hour of our death: your most holy will. Amen.

Distribute Take-Home 10 as people leave.



Leader Reference Card

Every passage used in Session 10, in order:

Revelation 14:6-7 (read aloud)
+ Revelation 14:8 (read aloud; Isaiah 21:9 leader background)

Revelation 14:9-13 (read aloud)

Isaiah 34:9-10; Jeremiah 25:15; Psalm 75:8 (leader background, wrath idiom)
« Revelation 14:14-20 (read aloud)

Joel 3:13 (discovery)

Isaiah 63:1-3 (discovery)

Daniel 7:13 (leader background, the reaper identified)

Mark 4:29 and Matthew 9:37-38 (leader background, grain harvest readings)
+ 1Timothy 2:4 and Matthew 25:46 (steelman answer)

Matthew 10:42 (Dig Deeper)

Memory verse: Revelation 14:13



