THE WORKS OF GOD - A CATHOLIC INDUCTIVE STUDY OF TOBIT

Session 5 - The Hidden Companion

Tobit 5 * Leader Preparation Guide

SESSION OVERVIEW

Discovery Aim. Participants will discover the most sustained dramatic irony in the Old
Testament: a blind father interviews an archangel for a job, haggles his wages to a drachma a day,
and then prays that God would send an angel with the angel. They will learn what the book teaches
through the comedy: God's help habitually arrives looking ordinary, and is usually hired, not
noticed.

Catholic Touchstone. The Church's doctrine of the angels, and of guardian angels in particular:
real, personal, created spirits who serve God's saving plan and accompany human lives. This
session lets the group feel the doctrine from inside a story before Session 10 states it from the
angel's own mouth.

What You Need to Know

Chapter 5 is built entirely on the gap opened at 3:17. Tobias needs a guide who knows the road to Media;
he goes out and finds a man standing there, and the narrator immediately tells the reader what no
character will learn for seven chapters: it was Raphael, but Tobias did not know it. From that line
forward, every exchange plays twice, once at face value and once for the reader who knows. Read the
chapter aloud to yourself before the session and let yourself enjoy it; if you find it funny, you are reading
it correctly, and your group should be allowed to laugh. The comedy is doctrinally load-bearing.

The centerpiece is the interview (5:4-15). Tobit, careful even in blindness, insists on knowing the
stranger's tribe and family before entrusting his son to him. Raphael answers: I am Azarias the son of
the great Ananias, one of your relatives. Prepare this detail carefully, because it is the hinge of tonight's
steelman: Azarias means the Lord helps, and Ananias means the Lord is gracious. Asked who he is, the
angel answers with a sentence that is false as genealogy and true as theology: I am the-Lord-helps, son
of the-Lord-is-gracious, one of your kin. Tobit, satisfied, negotiates wages, a drachma a day plus
expenses, with a bonus if all goes well. Heaven's chief healer signs on as a day laborer at standard rates.
Then comes the book's finest single irony: Tobit blesses the journey, saying may God who dwells in
heaven bring you there in safety, and may his angel attend you (5:16). He prays for an angel while
shaking hands with one. And when Anna weeps at the gate, certain she is losing her son, Tobit comforts
her: a good angel will go with him; his journey will be successful (5:21). He is more right than he will
know for seven chapters, and, deliciously, he speaks this faith at the very bottom of his own darkness.

Do not skip Anna's grief (5:18-21) on the way to the irony. Her line, why have you sent my child away? Is
he not the staff of our hands as he goes in and out before us?, is the realistic voice of every parent
watching a child walk into risk, and Tobit's answer is not information but faith: he does not know an
angel is going; he trusts one is. That is precisely the position your participants occupy every day, and
naming it gently is the session's pastoral payload: the difference between Tobit and the reader is the
difference between faith and sight, and Tobit walks by the first.

OT Roots and Fulfillment
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Angels accompanying journeys is deep Torah memory: the Lord promises behold, I send an angel before
you, to guard you on the way (Exodus 23:20); Abraham assures his servant, sent east to find a
kinswoman bride for his son, that God will send his angel before you (Genesis 24:7), a scene this book is
deliberately replaying, journey, kin, bride, and all; Jacob at Bethel sees the road between heaven and
earth crowded with angelic traffic (Genesis 28:12); and the psalmist promises that he will give his angels
charge of you to guard you in all your ways (Psalm 91:11). Raphael walking the road to Media is this
whole tradition given a speaking part.

The fulfillment runs in two directions. Forward to the New Testament's angelology: Gabriel who stands
in the presence of God and is sent (Luke 1:19), the angels who minister to Christ (Matthew 4:11), free
Peter (Acts 12:7-10), and are called ministering spirits sent forth to serve, for the sake of those who are to
obtain salvation (Hebrews 1:14), with Hebrews adding the wink that some have entertained angels
unawares (13:2), which is Tobit 5 in six words. And forward, more deeply, to a greater unrecognized
companion: a risen Lord who joins two grieving travelers on the Emmaus road, while their eyes were
kept from recognizing him (Luke 24:15-16), walks the whole way in disguise, and is known at the end in
the breaking of bread. Tonight the group discovers that pattern with their own hands, and it should land
with real force: the God of the Bible has a habit of walking beside his people incognito. Recognition is
usually retrospective, which is why gratitude requires memory.

Voices of the Church

VOICES OF THE CHURCH
St. Basil the Great - Against Eunomius 3.1 (c. AD 364)

Basil states the doctrine the Catechism still quotes from him: beside each believer stands an angel
as protector and shepherd, leading him to life. Tobit 5 is that sentence turned into narrative: the
protector is present, active, and, as usual, unrecognized. Basil would tell your group that the only
unusual thing about Tobias is that his angel's presence was eventually confirmed in writing.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH
St. Jerome - Commentary on Matthew, on 18:10 (c. AD 398)

Jerome, whose honest doubts about Tobit's canonical rank we met in Session 1, writes on Christ's
words about the little ones' angels: great is the dignity of souls, that each one has from birth an
angel appointed to guard it. Note the pleasing symmetry: the Father most cautious about this book
is a firm witness to the doctrine this book stages. Guardian angels do not rest on Tobit alone; Tobit
illustrates what the whole of Scripture teaches.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH
St. Bernard of Clairvaux - Sermon 12 on Psalm 91 (c. 1130)

Preaching on he has given his angels charge over you, Bernard draws the practical conclusion the
Church repeats in the Liturgy of the Hours: they are faithful, they are prudent, they are powerful;
why then should we fear? Let us walk with reverence, gratitude, and confidence, reverence for the
angel's presence, gratitude for his care, confidence in his protection. Bernard turns tonight's
doctrine into a way of walking down an ordinary street.

Catechism Connection

CCC 328 declares the existence of angels a truth of faith, witnessed by Scripture and the unanimity of
Tradition. CCC 329 gives their definition through Augustine: angel names the office, spirit the nature;
they are servants and messengers of God. CCC 334 teaches that the whole life of the Church benefits from
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the mysterious and powerful help of angels, and CCC 336 completes the arc from Basil: from infancy to
death, human life is surrounded by their watchful care and intercession, so that already here on earth
the Christian life shares by faith in the blessed company of angels and men united in God. Tobias'
journey is CCC 336 with dust on its sandals.

Thread Watch

THREAD WATCH

1. The works of God, hidden. The thread reaches maximum irony tonight: the work of God is
standing in the doorway being interviewed, and nobody can see it, least of all the blind man
conducting the interview. Let the group feel the double vision constantly; never resolve it.

2. Help that looks ordinary. New thread, planted tonight and resolved on the Emmaus road in
this same session and again in Session 10: God's help arrives at scale wage, in work clothes. Train
the group to ask of their own lives: who might Azariah have been?

3. A good angel will go with him. Tobit's comfort to Anna (5:21) is faith speaking truer than it
knows. File the sentence; Session 10 will weigh it.

Session Goals

1. Participants can narrate the interview scene and explain why the alias Azarias son of Ananias is
theologically true while genealogically a veil.

2. Participants can state the Church's doctrine of guardian angels with the Catechism's sobriety, and
answer the deception objection with charity and precision.

3. Participants have discovered the Emmaus parallel themselves and can name the biblical pattern: God
walks beside his people unrecognized, and recognition is usually retrospective.

4. Participants leave with one practice of retrospective recognition: reviewing their past for the
companions God sent in work clothes.

Time Note (90 minutes)

Win 10 min - Build 58 min - Send 12 min - Live It and closing prayer 10 min. The Emmaus discovery
(question 6) is the emotional summit; land it with time to spare. If you are running long, cut in this
order: drop the Dig Deeper on the dog, compress question 2 (the wage negotiation) into question 1, and
reduce Anna's scene to a single read-aloud with one comment.
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THE WORKS QF GOD - SESSION 5 .
The Hidden Companion

Tobit 5 - Discussion Guide - 90 minutes

Opening Prayer

Father, you sent your angel to walk a dusty road in work clothes, and no one knew until the journey
was over. Give us tonight the humility to admit how much of your help we have never recognized,
and the faith to trust the companions you are sending now. Through Christ our Lord, whom two
disciples once failed to recognize on the road. Amen.

Win - Opening the Door (10 minutes)

W1. How did the almsgiving and the honoring of a parent go this week? Any resistance you did not
expect?

W2. Looking back on your life so far, who is one person who turned out to matter far more than they
appeared to when you met them?

Build - Into the Text (58 minutes)

A Man Standing There

1. Read Tobit 5:1-8. Tobias goes looking for a travel guide and finds a man standing there. What does the
narrator immediately tell the reader that Tobias does not know? And from this verse to the end of
chapter 11, how does that one sentence change the way every scene must be read?

ANSWER - SHARE AFTER THE DISCUSSION

The narrator says it flatly: he found Raphael, who was an angel, but Tobias did not know it. From
here on, every line plays twice: once at street level, where a family hires a guide, and once from the
reader's balcony, where God's answer to two prayers is standing in the doorway asking about
wages. This is the payoff of 3:16-17: the book has made us witnesses of a providence the characters
cannot see, and it will now hold us in that double vision for seven chapters, until we have learned
to suspect it of our own lives.

2. Read Tobit 5:9-15: blind Tobit interviews the stranger, demands his tribe and family, gets an answer,
and negotiates a drachma a day plus expenses. Let yourself notice how funny this is, and then take the
comedy seriously: what is the book teaching by having an archangel vetted, hired, and put on payroll?

ANSWER - SHARE AFTER THE DISCUSSION

A blind man background-checks an archangel; heaven's healer agrees to standard day-laborer
wages with a performance bonus. The comedy carries the doctrine: God's help does not usually
arrive announced, luminous, and unmistakable; it arrives ordinary, employable, and easy to take
for granted. Tobit's caution is not mocked, a father should vet his son's companions, but it is gently
relativized: all our prudent screening sees only surfaces, and God routinely works through what
passes our interviews looking unremarkable. Hebrews 13:2 will make it a maxim: some have
entertained angels unawares. If someone in the group finds the wage negotiation almost
embarrassing, agree, and point at the Incarnation: God's way with us has never been above

The Works of God - Session 5 - The Hidden Companion - 4



working for a living.

The Alias

3. Look closely at 5:12. Asked point-blank for his identity, the angel answers: [ am Azarias the son of the
great Ananias, one of your relatives. Here is what those names mean in Hebrew: Azarias, the Lord helps;
Ananias, the Lord is gracious. Read the answer again with the meanings inserted. What has the angel
actually said, and to a careful listener, what has he confessed?

ANSWER - SHARE AFTER THE DISCUSSION

Inserted, the answer reads: I am the-Lord-helps, son of the-Lord-is-gracious, one of your kin. As
denealogy it is a veil; as theology it is a full confession: what stands before you is the Lord's help,
born of the Lord's graciousness, and sent to your family. The angel has told the truth at the level
that matters and withheld it at the level the family could not yet bear. Notice too his mild rebuke a
verse earlier, do you seek a tribe and a family, or a hired man to go with your son?, as if to say: you
are asking the wrong questions about me, but I will answer the ones you can hold. File this scene;
the objection it raises gets its full hearing in a few minutes.

Praying for What Is Already Standing There

4. Read Tobit 5:16, and savor it: Tobit blesses the journey with the words may God who dwells in heaven
bring you there in safety, and may his angel attend you. What has Tobit just done without knowing it?
And what does this verse teach about the relationship between our prayers and God's answers?

ANSWER - SHARE AFTER THE DISCUSSION

Tobit prays for an angel while shaking hands with one; the request is granted before the sentence
ends, indeed was granted before the sentence began. It is the book's wittiest verse and one of its
deepest: we routinely pray for what God has already sent, because his answers run ahead of our
asking, before they call I will answer (Isaiah 65:24). The verse also dignifies the prayer rather than
mocking it: Tobit's blessing is not wasted breath but faith cooperating, blindly and truly, with a
providence already in motion. Prayer, this book keeps insisting, is not information we send God; it
is trust we place in a God who is already acting.

5. Now Anna at the gate: read 5:18-21. Hear her grief honestly: why have you sent my child away? Is he
not the staff of our hands? Then weigh Tobit's answer: do not worry; a good angel will go with him, and
his journey will be successful. Tobit has no idea how right he is. What is the difference between what
Tobit is doing and what the reader is doing?

ANSWER - SHARE AFTER THE DISCUSSION

Anna speaks for every parent at every gate, and the text honors her fear rather than scolding it;
she has already lost a working husband to blindness, and now her son and their money walk off
with a stranger. Tobit's comfort is not knowledge, he cannot see the angel any more than she can,
but trust: he stakes his son on the conviction that God accompanies the obedient. The reader has
sight; Tobit has faith, and the book quietly ranks them: Tobit, at the bottom of his own darkness,
speaking truer than he knows, is the picture of the position we actually occupy. We are never the
reader of our own story; we are always Tobit at the gate, and blessed, says a later traveler on
another road, are those who have not seen and yet believe.

DIG DEEPER
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And the dog went along with them (5:16). This is arguably the only dog in Scripture given a walk-
on part alongside the heroes, and readers have loved him for over two thousand years; he will
faithfully reappear at the homecoming (11:4). He has no theological job except perhaps this: the
book that teaches God's care of the small and unnoticed lets a family dog trot through salvation
history. Providence, in Tobit, has room for everything that is actually in a life, deposits, wages,
weeping mothers, and the dog. Nothing about an ordinary faithful life is beneath the story God is
telling with it.

The Road That Interprets This Road

6. One live discovery, and it is the summit of the night. Someone find Luke 24:13-16, and someone else
Luke 24:28-32. Read both aloud. What is happening on the Emmaus road, and what have you just
discovered about the pattern Tobit 5 belongs to?

ANSWER - SHARE AFTER THE DISCUSSION

Two grieving disciples walk a road; a stranger joins them; their eyes were kept from recognizing
him; he walks the whole way in disguise, opens the Scriptures, appears to be going further until
they press him to stay, and is finally known in the breaking of bread, at which point he vanishes
and they realize their hearts had been burning all along. It is Tobit 5 transfigured: the divine
companion incognito, the journey shared, the recognition withheld until the end, and the
retrospective realization that the whole road had been accompanied. The pattern is now
unmistakable: the God of the Bible habitually walks beside his people unrecognized, and
recognition is usually retrospective. Which means gratitude requires memory: the discipline of
turning around and finding, in the guides, strangers, and day laborers of our past, the help of God
wearing work clothes. Let the group sit in silence for a moment with one question: who might
Azariah have been, in your story?

Build, Then Press: Can an Angel of God Wear a Mask?

BUILD, THEN PRESS
The Moral Objection, Given at Full Strength

This objection is old, sincere, and used by both Protestant apologists and skeptics against Tobit's
inspiration, so give it full strength: Raphael lies. Asked directly for his identity, he supplies a false
name, a false father, and lets a family believe a fiction for the entire journey. But Scripture says
God is not man, that he should lie (Numbers 23:19), that lying lips are an abomination to the Lord
(Proverbs 12:22), and that Satan, not God, is the father of lies (John 8:44). A holy angel who
deceives is a contradiction; therefore either this angel is not holy, or the book that presents him
approvingly is not from God. The objection cannot be waved away with he meant well; Scripture
does not grade deception on intentions.

7. First, sharpen the objection's edge: what exactly would have to be true for Raphael's words to be a lie
in the sense Scripture condemns? Then press with the whole Bible open: how does God himself handle
the pacing of revelation, and what does Raphael do at the end that no deceiver does? Recall the alias,
and recall Emmaus.

ANSWER - SHARE AFTER THE DISCUSSION

Concede the seriousness, and put the Church's own definition on the table: "A lie consists in
speaking a falsehood with the intention of deceiving" (CCC 2482, quoting St. Augustine). Notice
that this definition does not turn on malice: good intentions alone do not rescue a falsehood. If
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Raphael simply lied, no appeal to his benevolence would save the book. So the question must be
pressed at the level of what Raphael actually asserted, and why the Church, which canonized this
book, has never read him as a liar.

Now press the definition against the facts. First, the content: as tonight's third question showed,
the alias can be read as a truer answer than a genealogy would have been, I am the Lord's help, son
of the Lord's graciousness, sent to your kin, truth veiled, not truth violated. Second, the purpose:
every word serves the family's rescue, and the veil itself can be read as protective: when Raphael
finally discloses who he is, the two men fall face down in terror (12:16), which suggests why the
gentler, hidden mode of presence was itself a mercy. Raphael later explains his whole mode of
presence: all these days I merely appeared to you (12:19); the accommodation was the mercy.
Third, the trajectory: Raphael's veil exists in order to be removed, and he removes it himself, at the
right time, with full disclosure and at his own initiative (12:11-15), refusing payment and directing
all glory to God. Deceivers are unmasked; revealers unveil themselves. Fourth, the company he
keeps: God's own pedagogy paces revelation constantly, Joseph conceals himself from his brothers
through whole chapters, a testing the tradition has long read as bringing them to repentance, the
risen Christ hides his identity on the Emmaus road and appeared to be going further (Luke 24:28),
and Jesus tells the Twelve I have yet many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now
(John 16:12). If measured concealment for the beloved's sake is lying, the objection indicts the risen
Lord before it reaches the angel. Many Catholic interpreters have therefore read the alias as veiled,
symbolic self-disclosure rather than a lie in the condemned sense: Raphael tells the deepest truth
in the only dose the family could receive, and then, mission complete, tells it all. Be honest with the
group that this is an interpreted resolution, not a defined one; what is certain is that the Church, in
receiving this book as inspired Scripture, does not present Raphael as a deceiver. That is not the
father of lies; that is the bedside manner of heaven.

Send - Taking It Out the Door (12 minutes)

S1. If recognition is usually retrospective, then somewhere in your past is help you have never thanked
God for because you never recognized it. Take two quiet minutes right now: who might Azariah have
been in your story? Name one, aloud or in your heart.

S$2. Anna's fear at the gate was real and Tobit's faith at the gate was real, and they were married to each
other. When someone you love walks into risk, which voice is yours by default, and what would it mean
to say Tobit's sentence, a good angel will go with them, and actually stake weight on it?

Live It This Week

1. Make an act of retrospective recognition: write down one companion, mentor, or stranger through
whom, you can now see, God helped you, and thank God for them by name. If they are living, consider
telling them.

2. Recover the oldest habit of this doctrine: pray the Angel of God prayer each morning this week,
slowly, meaning it. If it feels childish, remember whose angels always behold the face of the Father
(Matthew 18:10), and who told us so.

3. Read Tobit 6 before next session. Something is going to leap out of a river. Notice what the angel has
Tobias keep, and how long it takes before anyone knows why.

Closing Prayer

Lord God, your angel walked to Media at a drachma a day, and a father prayed for the help already
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standing in his doorway. Open our eyes backward, to recognize the companions you have sent us,
and forward, to trust the ones you are sending. Angel of God, our guardians dear, to whom his love

commits us here: watch this week over everyone in this room, and over everyone they love who is
walking a road tonight. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Scripture Memory - Tobit 5:16 (RSV2CE)
"May God who dwells in heaven bring you there in safety, my son, and may his angel attend

you.
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THE WORKS OF GOD - SESSION 5

Leader Reference Card

Every passage in order of use

Q1 Tobit 5:1-8 - a man standing there; the reader told

Q2 Tobit 5:9-15 - the interview and the wage

Q2 maxim Hebrews 13:2 - angels unawares

Q3 Tobit 5:12 - the alias: Azarias son of Ananias

Q4 Tobit 5:16 - may his angel attend you; Isaiah 65:24

Q5 Tobit 5:18-21 - Anna's grief; a good angel will go with him
Dig Deeper Tobit 5:16b; 11:4 - the dog

Q6 live discovery Luke 24:13-16,28-32 - the Emmaus road
Steelman chain Numbers 23:19 - Proverbs 12:22 - John 8:44
Steelman answer Tobit 12:11-19 - Genesis 42-45 - Luke 24:28 - John 16:12
Roots Exodus 23:20 - Genesis 24:7 - Genesis 28:12 - Psalm 91:11
Memory Tobit 5:16

Catechism CCC 328-329 - CCC 334 - CCC 336
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