THE WORKS OF GOD - TAKE-HOME SHEET

Session 6 - The Fish in the Tigris

Tobit 6

What We Found

On the journey's first evening a fish lunged from the Tigris at Tobias' foot, and the angel said: catch it.
Out of the gutted attacker came gall, heart, and liver, kept safe on heaven's orders, and the reader,
holding the commission of 3:17, recognized the inventory at once: the complete double cure for both
prayers of chapter 3, packed before anyone knew a cure would be needed, and shipped inside an attack.
Providence stocks before it explains, and in God's economy the enemy's assaults are convertible assets,
the shape of Joseph's Egypt and of the cross itself.

As Ecbatana neared, the angel named the journey's true center: Sarah, sensible, brave, and very
beautiful, Tobias' to marry by the law of kin, and we found the template with our own hands in Genesis
24: a father sending for a bride for his only son from his own kin in the east, under the promise he will
send his angel before you. Tobias is walking Isaac's road. His fear was real and had a body count, and,
movingly, it was fear for his parents' faces, the same tether that held Sarah in 3:10. The angel's therapy:
memory, provision, and vocation: do not be afraid, for she was destined for you from eternity. And then
the quietest miracle in the book: Tobias fell in love on an angel's word about her character.

We pressed the old accusation that the fish remedies are magic. Building the definition from
Deuteronomy 18 and CCC 2117, magic is human initiative wielding hidden technique with God bypassed,
we found the fish fails every test: God's initiative, an angel's prescription, prayer as the remedy's
grammar (rise up, both of you, and cry out to the merciful God), and chapter 8's plain mechanism: the
demon fled, and the angel bound him. The smoke expels by no power of its own; God does, working
through the sign he prescribed, and it is the angel who binds the demon. Magic manipulates; this obeys.

Then the constructive discovery: the bronze serpent, Naaman's Jordan, the Lord's own mud on blind
eyes, the Church's oil on the sick. God persistently chooses matter plus word plus faith, because he made
bodily creatures and stoops to save them bodily, and that preference comes to full stature in the seven
sacraments, which actually confer the grace they signify. This is not superstition Catholicism never
outgrew; it is incarnation, consistently applied.

Voices of the Church

VOICES OF THE CHURCH
St. Bede the Venerable - On Tobit (early 700s)

Bede reads the fish allegorically as the ancient devourer himself, seized and gutted so that his own
spoils become medicine: blindness cured and demons routed by what the defeated enemy
surrenders. It is the shape of the cross, where the devil's apparent victory becomes the instrument
of his defeat. A meditation of the Fathers, not the text's plain sense, and sound doctrine in picture
form.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH
St. Thomas Aquinas - Summa Theologiae I, q. 22, a. 2 (c. 1268)
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All things, not just the great movements of history but every particular, are subject to divine
providence, since God's causality extends to everything that exists in any way whatever. Nothing is
too small to be governed toward God's ends: a deposit in Rages, a wage negotiation, a fish at the
exact bend of a river.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

St. John Henry Newman - "Hope in God-Creator," in Meditations and Devotions (written 1848;
published 1893)

God has created me to do him some definite service; he has committed some work to me which he
has not committed to another. I have my mission. Destined for you from eternity is the same
doctrine on an angel's lips: vocations are prepared in the eternity of God and discovered on the
road, often just past the thing we feared most.

Live It This Week

1. Take inventory of your pack: write down three provisions already in your life, abilities, relationships,
experiences, even converted wounds, and ask God in prayer what each might be for. Providence stocks
before it explains.

2. Reclaim one sacramental this week with the grammar you learned tonight: holy water, a blessed
medal, a crucifix in the home, used not as a charm but as an obedience joined to prayer, with the power
expected from God alone.

3. Read Tobit 7:1-8:9a before next session: a wedding is coming, and so is the night everyone has been

dreading. Notice what the couple does first when the door closes.

Scripture Memory - Tobit 6:17 (RSV2CE)

"Do not be afraid, for she was destined for you from eternity. You will save her, and she will go
with you."

Before Next Session. Read Tobit 7:1-8:9a.
Catechism CCC 303,305 - CCC 1605 - CCC1667-1670 - CCC 2117
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