
THE WORKS OF GOD  ·  TAKE-HOME SHEET

Session 8  ·  The Grave That Stayed Empty
Tobit 8:9b-21; 9

What We Found
While the couple slept, Raguel dug a grave: seven funerals had taught this father to keep a shovel handy, 
and the text refused to mock him. His wedding blessing was sincere and his grave was sincere, and both 
lived in one faithful man, like Abraham on Moriah carrying the knife and the sentence God will provide. 
The mercy of the chapter is that God's answer did not wait for Raguel's fear to be purified: it arrived 
while the shovel was still in his hands.

One lamplit line changed everything: they are both asleep. Mercy arrived wearing dread's costume, this 
book's constant signature, and Raguel's first act was blessing, with the sentence that named our whole 
evening: it has not happened to me as I expected; but thou hast treated us according to thy great mercy. 
Then he filled in the grave before dawn and commanded a fourteen-day feast, double the custom: 
celebration, after long sorrow, is obedience, the pattern of Psalm 30, the fatted calf, and Cana, where the 
good wine was kept until now.

We opened our sealed guesses from Session 1 and measured them against the plan: almost no one had 
guessed that God would answer Tobit's prayer by answering a stranger's, through a wedding, with the 
healing still in the pack. The lesson is not that we guess badly; it is that providence out-imagines us, 
structurally and always: God is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think (Ephesians 
3:20). And chapter 9 sealed the inversion: the money that launched the whole journey was collected 
offstage by the angel, the original errand demoted to a footnote inside the larger gift.

Against the fatalist's objection, that a plan fixed from chapter 3 makes prayer theater, we pressed the 
text's own order: the prayer of both was heard, and Raphael was sent. Heard, then sent; the plan is the 
answer to the prayers. And we learned the Catholic account of how sovereignty and prayer share one 
universe: God grants creatures the dignity of being real causes (CCC 306-308), and, as Aquinas teaches, 
we pray not to change the divine disposition but to obtain what God has arranged to be fulfilled through 
prayers. The plan runs through Gethsemane; it is not indifferent to what our prayers cost us.

Voices of the Church

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

St. Thomas Aquinas   ·   Summa Theologiae II-II, q. 83, a. 2 (c. 1271)

We do not pray in order to change the divine disposition, but in order to obtain that which God has 
arranged to be fulfilled through prayers. Providence ordains not only outcomes but the means to 
them, and among those means are the prayers of his people.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

St. Augustine of Hippo   ·   Sermon 256 (AD 418)

Let us sing alleluia now, not in enjoyment of heavenly rest, but to sweeten our toil: sing as travelers 
sing along the road. Praise raised in the middle of anxieties is honest and defiant at once, a 
rehearsal for the country where all is praise. Raguel blessing God at midnight beside his own dug 
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grave is that traveler.

VOICES OF THE CHURCH

St. Teresa of Ávila   ·   Lines found in her breviary (16th century)

Let nothing disturb you, let nothing frighten you; all things are passing; God never changes; 
patience obtains all things; whoever has God lacks nothing. God alone suffices. Sarah's seven 
husbands and Raguel's shovel are that bookmark turned into a night: everything passed except 
God, and patience, at long last, obtained.

Live It This Week
1.  Schedule one act of commanded joy: a dinner, a toast, a Mass of thanksgiving, an actual celebration of 
a mercy you have owed festivity for too long. Invite someone; Raguel's feast had guests.

2.  Keep your opened guess where you will see it, and once this week pray Ephesians 3:20-21 over the 
biggest thing you are currently asking God for, adding: and I consent in advance to being out-imagined.

3.  Read Tobit 10 and 11 before next session. While Ecbatana feasts, two old people in Nineveh are 
counting days at a window and a road. Notice what each parent does with the waiting, and what the 
first healed eyes look at.

Scripture Memory  ·  Tobit 8:16 (RSV2CE)

"Blessed art thou, because thou hast made me glad. It has not happened to me as I expected; 
but thou hast treated us according to thy great mercy."

Before Next Session.  Read Tobit 10-11.

Catechism   CCC 306-308  ·  CCC 2738-2739
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