TAKE-HOME - SESSION SEVEN

Twelve Baskets Full

Mark 6:30-44; John 6:1-15; Matthew 14:13-21; Luke 9:10-17; 2 Kings 4:42-44

What We Found

We crossed into the Gospels and landed in a scene all four evangelists refused to leave out: a wilderness, a
crowd like sheep without a shepherd, and a Lord who teaches first and feeds second. He sat them down on
green grass, in companies of hundreds and fifties, a flock from Psalm 23 arranged like Israel’s wilderness
camp.

Then the sentence the Gospels narrate in slow motion: he took the loaves, blessed, broke, and gave. All ate
and were satisfied, the satisfaction Isaiah promised, and twelve baskets of fragments remained, gathered at
his command "that nothing may be lost." John pointed us backward with barley loaves to Elisha’s miracle,
outbid beyond measure, and stamped the whole scene with a date: the Passover was at hand.

And then the ending nobody expects: the crowd moved to make him king by force, and he withdrew alone. A
king is present, but not the kind they wanted, and not on their terms. What he actually came to give, he will
explain across the lake. That is next week.

Voices of the Church

St. John Chrysostom
Homilies on Matthew, 4th century

St. John Chrysostom noticed the choreography of the miracle: Jesus makes the crowds recline, gives
thanks and looks to heaven to teach us where bread comes from, and then feeds the multitude
through the disciples’ hands, so that the twelve would carry the memory in their own palms and
never be able to forget what happened. Even the gathered fragments, he preached, were deliberate:
proof of an abundance no one could later explain away.

St. Ephrem the Syrian
Commentary on the Diatessaron, 4th century

St. Ephrem saw in the wilderness feeding the same hand that had rained manna on Israel, now
visible in flesh and standing in the grass. The Lord who once spread a table in the desert from
heaven, he taught, had come down to spread it himself, and the fragments that filled twelve baskets
showed that his giving, like his mercy, exceeds what his guests can hold.

St. Augustine of Hippo
Tractates on the Gospel of John, early 5th century

St. Augustine preached that the one who multiplied five loaves for five thousand is the same one
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who multiplies a few seeds into the world’s harvest every single year. The miracle, he said, gathers
God’s ordinary, ignored generosity into one visible act, so that creatures fed daily by an invisible
hand would finally look up and notice whose hand it is.

Live It This Week

1. Do one act of absurdly insufficient generosity this week, five loaves against five thousand, and hand it to
Jesus in prayer instead of pre-calculating the math.

2. Before each meal this week, pause one extra beat and name the hand behind the harvest, St. Augustine’s
point: the multiplication you eat every day without noticing.

3. Read the scene in one other Gospel (Matthew 14:13-21 or Luke 9:10-17) and note one detail your evangelist
adds or omits. Bring it next week.

Scripture Memory Verse

"Gather up the fragments left over, that nothing may be lost."
John 6:12

Before Next Session

Read John 6:22-40. The crowd from the miracle tracks Jesus down the next morning, and he begins to tell
them what the bread meant. Read it twice, and underline every word about hunger, bread, and heaven.

Catechism of the Catholic Church: 547; 1335
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